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Historic Name:  N/A

Uses: Present: Residential

Original: Residential

Date of Construction:  1900

Style/Form:   vernacular

Architect/Builder:  unknown

Exterior Material:

Clapboard exterior, currently sided with vinyl siding

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  
N/A

Acreage:  0.29 acres

Moved:  no X yes      Date:
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:    
Vernacular architecture.  Front facing gables, consistent with many of the earlier gothic revival homes on the street, erected in 
the earliest wave of construction on what is now Danforth Avenue in the early 1870s.  Built during the extensive turn of the 
century construction boom in Pittsfield largely driven by the rapid expansion of William Stanley Electric.  It was constructed as a 
multi-family house to generate rental income for the original owner. The configuration of doors and porches are atypical of 
duplexes of the period locally, but not uniquely so.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    

The property on which the structure stands
appears to have been owned by members of the
McMahon family for nearly a century, from the
1870s up until 1963.  The 1876 Beers Atlas
shows an earlier house situated approximately
where the present structure stands, on a parcel
that encompasses what is now 14/16 Danforth,
owned by a Mrs. McMahon. At this time, this part
of Danforth was known as Division Street; by the
turn of the century, it became part of Alder
Street, all of which was changed to Danforth a
few years later. The original McMahon parcel
was subdivided, and what are now 20 Danforth
and 14 Danforth were both built in 1900 in their
present configuration, as shown in the 1904
atlas.   

Michael McMahon of 14 Adler Street first advertised the completed 20 Alder 
Street in 1901, with the two sides renting for $9 and $7, respectively.  By 1940,
Michael McMahon had passed away, leaving the houses at 14 and 20 
Danforth to his surviving sisters, Catherine and Mary McMahon.  In 1963, 
Catherine McMahon sold 20 Danforth for $4,500 to Pontoosuc Realty 
Company, Inc, who would own it until 1981.

Tenants 

Among the earliest tenants recorded by census (1910) were a middle aged 
couple, Eugene Shook, a weaver at a local woolen mill, and his wife Augusta, 

who immigrated from Germany as an infant.  On the other side was Mrs John Fields, a widow living with her two teen children, 
John and Mary.   By 1920 new occupants were
there, a young couple named Edmund & Izetta
Fielding, along with Irish-born Timothy and Mary
Murphy, and their daughters Alice and Josephine.
Both Edmund and Timothy worked at the General
Electric Works factory.  
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They were followed by various other tenants, such as the Herforths, who hosted several meetings of a charitable league called 
Good Fellowship Club there; Irish-born widow Margaret Keohane and her three adult daughters, who lived there beside 
Margaret Polson and her husband Grover and two children.  In 1934, Andrew Frelin declared bankruptcy while living there.

In the 1940s and 1950s, the Nylic family lived at 20 Danforth, where they raised (some) of their children.  Joseph and Mary 
(Ziemba) Nylic, Polish immigrants and communicants of nearby Holy Family Church, had 10 children in total, spaced over a 30 
period.  Joseph worked as a finisher for the Berkshire Woolen Company until his retirement in 1954, and served on the side as 
sexton for Holy Family for 20 years.  Their daughter Josephine served in the Womens Air Corp during WWII, as did son William 
Joseph Nylic, in the Marines.  William, who worked for various tree services, earned some acclaim in 1946 when he rescued a 
protected owl from a tree on High Street.  Mary Nylic died in 1953 at 67, and Joseph lived on a few more years there before 
relocating to Franklin Street, where he died in 1961 at age 80.

Throughout this time, various shorter-term tenants moved in and out on the other side.  These included Mr and Mrs William 
Kessel and their daughters, Leonia and Josephine; Mrs Ida Rosbach and her son, Paul Persinger; Ann Bennet, up until she 
married Douglas Smith.   

In  April 1955, two 18 year old women living at 20 Danforth, Ann-Marie Smith and Dawn Alice Wilder, were brought up on 
“morals charges,” along with six local men also charged that morning (the proceedings were held in closed court, and the exact 
nature of the charges never specified).  Both were given 2 years probation; Ann Marie married and moved in with a Sheffield 
man shortly after her probation ended in 1957.  

The Nylics were followed by another Catholic family, Joseph and Anna Flanagan, who lived there from 1957 to 1977.  Joseph 
was a Navy veteran who married Anna (Moran) after returning to Pittsfield from World War I. The couple had six grown children, 
two sons and four daughters, when Joseph retired after 25 years at G.E., and began renting on Danforth Ave.  Joseph was an 
avid member of the Pittsfield Pigeon Racing Club, for which he periodically hosted meetings at the house.   

While the Nylics occupied one side, various tenants came and went.  Stephen & Regina Demick; James Hugabone; Raymond L.
Crowe.  In 1965, it was rented by some members of local churches to house a Greek Orthodox refugee family- Mr and Mrs 
Kyriakos Arsoniadis and their children, George, Zisis, and twins Soultana and Basil.  They were brought to Pittsfield from Soviet 
East Germany as part of a joint operation sponsored by the Greek Orthodox and Baptist churches, called Good Samaritan II.  

Neighborly tensions began to develop at 20 Danforth in the early 70s, though, with the arrival of 19 year old James Early in 
1970.  During the two years James lived there, he was involved in 2 car crashes (one of them on Danforth), and racked up more 
than a dozen other moving violations and numerous fines.  In 1971, he and the Flanagans went to court over the noise from his 
drums, for which he had been charged with disturbing the pieces.  Joseph Flanagan testified Early played his drums “too long 
and too loud,” and was further angered by certain “offensive remarks” he'd made.  James was let off on condition that he play his
drums more quietly, and less often.  After relocating to Brown Street in 1973, Early was finally jailed over many unpaid fines for 
moving violations.

After 57 years of marriage, Anna Flanagan died at the hospital in October 1977, and Joseph followed her 4 days later.   Shortly 
after, Ethel and Norman Sadlowski moved in.  At first they rented from Pontoosuc Realty Company, then in 1981 they purchased
the property, at a cost of $18,000.   Norman, a Korean War veteran, worked for most of his adult life as an oil burner repairman 
for various local heating companies.   Ethel worked at England Brothers and Besse Clark on North Street, and later volunteered 
as a foster grandparent for Berkshire County Head Start.  Like most of the long-term residents of 20 Danforth, they were 
communicants of nearby Holy Family Church.  Norman Sadlowski died in late 1982, and Ethel continued to live there for many 
years after, at times with some of her adult children occupying the other side of the house.  It was there that her son Richard and
his wife birthed a son, in 1985.  

At other points, Ethel rented out the other unit.  In 1995, a court brief highlights charges continued against one tenant, 20 year 
old William Murphy, for threatening to commit murder, and assault with a deadly weapon.  The weapon in question was a 
pumpkin.  

Ethel's mother, Mina Decker Nelson Cook, also lived there with her for a brief time, prior to her death in 1999.  

In 2006, Ethel Sadlowski sold the home to Jennifer Kimball, a Minnesota native who moved there with her children Noah and 
Stella, followed by a third child, Mia, with Edward Pelkey.  An avid gardner, Kimball made significant additions of native plants to 
the property.
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Tax Assessment for McMahon parcel, 1890
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ADDENDUM:  “Margaretha Raab” Steamer Trunk

With regard to the antique steamer trunk on the premises, no
clear connection could be established between the name and the
documented history of 20 Danforth, nor any connection of a
Margaretha Raab to Pittsfield.  The last name is German in
origin, the first name primarily Dutch.  It is not common at all in
U.S. records. One of the only examples I could find of a
Margaretha Rabb (with exact spelling) in the United States is
buried in Southmont, Pennsylvania (died 1903). 

There were Raabs in Pittsfield, in particular Edward Raab, who
was a very important figure at G.E., at its mid-20th century peak. 
I have been unable to find any direct geneaological connection
between this Raab and a Margaretha, but can't rule it out.  

While not an antique expert by any means, it appears to me from the photos that it could even be as old 
as late 18th century, with some refurbishment done at a somewhat later time.  It seems quite possible it 
may have been acquired by either the Sadlowskis or any prior occupants as a second hand item, 
perhaps out of state, or discarded by the Pittsfield Raabs.  
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