
108-110 Elizabeth Street
Pittsfield, MA 

c. 1891



 BUILDING HISTORIC INVENTORY

Locus Map

Recorded by:   Joe Durwin

Organization:  N/A

Date :  March, 2021

Town/City:  Pittsfield, MA

Place: (neighborhood or village): Downtown Pittsfield/West 
Pittsfield

Address: 108- 110 Elizabeth Street

Historic Name:  N/A

Uses: Present: Residential/Rental

Original: Residential/Rental

Date of Construction:  c.1891

Style/Form:   Vernacular/ Front Gabled Duplex 
Tenement w/ bay windows

Architect/Builder:  unknown

Exterior Material:  Stone masonry & clapboard
Vinyl siding added 

2 stories

Lot:  

Moved:  no X yes      Date:
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  HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    

In the 1870s and 1880s, Luther Atwood began buying up a 
variety of land parcels in the vicinity of the grammar school 
on Elizabeth Street and the area bordering Pomeroy & Sons 
woolen mills, which would eventually be called Atwood 
Street.

In 1890, Atwood sold Grace M. Hatch the lot at 108-110 
Elizabeth Street, at a cost of $1000.  

The 1876 Beers Atlas shows this portion of Elizabeth Street 
as it appeared when Atwood began buying it up, devoid of 
any structures.  By the 1893 survey map of Pittsfield, 
however, the property footprint of the dual house 108/110 
Elizabeth St. is clearly outlined among the cluster of 
structures built up around that time on lots purchased from 
Atwood.  

In 1894, Grace Hatch sold the Elizabeth Street house to 
Albert W. Shaw, an English born immigrant in his early 30s, 
for “one dollars plus other good and valuable considerations.”

Shaw appears not to have ever lived on the premises; he had previously purchased the G.T. Barker homestead in the 
Barkerville section of West Pittsfield in 1887, then he lived on Brenton Terrace with his wife Harriet and 2 children by the turn of 
the century.  His occupation in the 1900 census is listed as 'Baker.' At one time, he also served a stint as local constable, and 
well as the city assessor.  Several 1896 advertisements show a 6 room rental available at 110 Elizabeth for the cost of $16.67; in
1901 Shaw advertised it throughout much of the year, as “A tenment at 110 Elizabeth St, with all modern improvements, for a 
small family only.”

Elizabeth Street had continued to grow and add 
homes throughout this period.  In 1874, a small 
schoolhouse was built, and soon expanded to 4 
rooms.  In 1896, the city tore it down and 
replaced it with a larger school, the Redfield 
School.  At the southern end of the street, a field 
was used for cricket games by teams from 
around the Berkshires.

In 1903, Albert Shaw transferred ownership to 
Frank & Virginia Taylor- though it appears he 
continued to act as landlord or property 
manager, and advertisements to rent give his 
name as the contact person for years after.

Some early tenants in 108 included Mrs Rhodes 
(c 1904-1907), and n the early 1900s (c.1907-
1909) George D. Meserve ran his business from 
108 Elizabeth, selling heat regulators. He and his
wife had their son Altaga there in 1908.  By 1910
the Meserve family relocated to Circular Ave.  

Next door, Alfred W. Crossman had moved in by 1914, along with his daughter Annie.  At the time of his death in 1921, Alfred 
was the oldest man in Pittsfield, at age 95, and one of the last living Massachusetts residents who had been present for Daniel 
Webster's famous speech at the dedication of the Bunker Hill monument.  His daughter Annie was an early administrator at the 
Berkshire Museum.

In 1923, it was purchased by Frank Laurin, who along with other Laurin relatives would occupy the building for the next twenty 
years.  French Canadian by birth, Frank immigrated to the U.S. In 1890.  He moved into 108 Elizabeth at age 37, with his wife 
Rose and his two daughters, Lauretta and Irene Laurin.  He was employed as a mechanic.  

 2

Elizabeth Street, 1893

Elizabeth Street, 1876



108-110 ELIZABETH STREET, PITTSFIELD, MA - HISTORIC INVENTORY                     

THE 1899 BIRDS EYE PANORAMIC MAP OF PITTSFIELD SHOWS THE CURRENT STRUCTURE CLEARLY 

Rose was an avid organizer of a local chapter of the Rosicrucian mystical order. In 1935, she was appointed the local chapter 
head, receiving her certificate as commissioner from the national Rosicrucian headquarters in San Jose, California.  
Sporadically, she would inform the Berkshire Eagle on world news of Rosicrucian activity, such as an expedition to Easter Island
by members of the sect later that year, ostensibly to search for evidence of the fabled lost continent of Lemuria.

While the Laurins lived at 108 Elizabeth Street, other occupants came and went from 110.  After Mr. Crossman's death in 1921, 
George Martin moved in, and was followed by newlyweds Clifford and Anna May Biron in 1923.  Next came William K. Bedford, 
who repaired banjos and offered lessons in them there, from the mid 1920s into the 1930s.

FEBRUARY 1923 SALE LISTING, BERKSHIRE EVENING EAGLE
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After 24 years of marriage, in 1938 Rose Laurin filed for and was granted a 
divorce from Frank for “cruel and abusive treatment.”  The court ruled for 
Frank to pay a $500 sum for alimony.  Rose ultimately remarried, to William 
Tremblay.  Frank died at 33 Hull Street in 1941.  The Elizabeth Street building 
passed to his daughters Lauretta and Irene, who in 1943 transferred it to 
Alfred Laurin.  A few months later, Alfred sold it to William Madden and his 
wife Helen.  

William and Helen, who'd married in '41, moved into 110 Elizabeth and raised 
4 children: William, Patricia, Sandra and Margaret; the home would remain in 
the Madden family for nearly 70 years.  William for many years was employed 

at GE's Transformer plant.  Helen was a registered nurse at St. Luke's Hospital.  

Next door, Mr and Mrs. John Seeley occupied 108 for much of the 1940s and early 1950s, with their sons Williams and John.  
Seeley worked for many years as a bank cashier.  In 1945, Mrs Seeley's 50-year-old widowed mother, Cynthia Sullivan, came to
live with them.  She died there on July 27, 1945, following an unspecified “short illness.”

By the late 1960s Patricia had moved into the upstairs of 108, which had been divided into separate units.  In 1970 she married 
Manuel Richard Souza at the adjacent St Teresa's Church, and he moved into the unit with her.  They gave birth to a daughter 6 
months later.  Patricia and Manuel eventually separated; Patricia continued to live at 108 over the next 3 decades.  In 1972, 
Margaret Madden married at St Theresa's to Don Madison, of Madison Ave.  

Other tenants came along in the downstairs of 108.  Allen and Jean Ketchum, who suffered a burglary there in 1975, when a 19 
year old named Walter Slonski broke-in, stole a stereo and escaped in the running taxi he had arrived in. Three years later, 
another stereo was stolen in a break-in at the same unit, along with cash and costume jewelry owned by Eleanor Sanborn. 
Sanborn, who lived there until her death (at BMC) in '82, was retired from 35 years as an artist at Eaton Paper Company.  She 
also was active with the Pittsfield Art League, and had at least one solo exhibition of her paintings at the Berkshire Museum.

The neighborhood also changed and evolved around the building.  In 1971, the house next door to 108-110 was converted from 
a 3 family home to a group home for neglected boys, run by the Downey Side organization based out of Holyoke.  The director 
of the Downey Side house was an William E. Madden, no relation to the William J. Madden living next door.  Redfield School 
was mothballed in 1980; it was first renovated by the Baldasarre family for apartment units in the mid 80s, then in 1991 
converted to the Redfield House, housing for young mothers and children.

The year 1987 saw several younger tenants running into trouble with the law.  In March, 18 year old Derrick Leab and 17-year-
old Mark Humphrey of 108 Elizabeth were both charged with contributing to the delinquency of a minor. Details of the charge 
were never published as it did not go to trial; in June, charges were continued without a finding.  Later that summer, 18-year-old 
Scott Perrone was charged with driving with a revoked license; he moved to Crane Ave soon after.

Helen Madden passed away in in 1981; in 1989 William transferred the building to his daughter Sandra.  He moved to Pleasant 
Street, where he passed away in 1998.  In 2010, Sandra (Madden) Gardner sold the property to the Shaun Laughran Trust for 
the price of $119,500. 

Sources:
Registry of Deeds, Midde Berkshire District
US Census, 1890-1940
Pittsfield City Directories (various years)
County Atlas of Berkshire County. Frederick W. Beers, 1876
Pittsfield City Map, D. L. Miller & Co. 1893
Pittsfield 1899 Bird's Eye View,  J. E. Rapp, 1899
Massachusetts State Atlas, Geo. H. Walker & Co., 1900 
Atlas of Berkshire County. Barnes & Farnham, 1904
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Pittsfield, Berkshire County,1905

Berkshire Eagle:   5/15/1890; 2/14/1896 7/5/1905; 12/19/1907;  7/5/21; 5/29/1923; 10/1/1928   8/3/1938; 7/28/19459/21/1966; 
12/11/1970; 4/21/1971; 4/29/1975; 2/21/1978; 10/19/1981; 11/16/1982; 3/14/1987; 6/22/1987; 8/3/1987; 11/6/1998
Pittsfield Sun: 5/15/1890; 3/27/1890; 7/11/1901
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APPENDIX

                                                      Colt Property- 1858

                                           1905 Sanborn Map
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                                          Elizabeth Street Neighborhood, 1904
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