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BUILDING HISTORICAL INVENTORY- Form B

Recorded by:   Joe Durwin

Organization:  N/A

Date :  May, 2021

Town/City:  Pittsfield, MA

Place: (neighborhood/village): “Pomeroy”

Address: 12 Laflin Terrace

Historic Name(s):  Cyrus Henry Homestead; 
“The Gables” /Laflin/Whitehead Estate (land)

Uses:Present: Residential/ Single Family

Original:   Residential/ Single Family

Date of Construction:  1921

Style/Form: Conventional   

Building Area: 1934 sq ft

Stories: 2 

 Parcel: 0.136 Acres

Builder/Developer:  Harold Bridgman

Chronology of Ownership

1922- Harold Bridgman sells to Rigobert & Arlene 
McFarlane

1923- McFarlanes sell to C. Alexander & Isabell 
Henry

1972- Henrys sell to John & Millicent Kline

1977- Klines sell to Arthur & Joyce Johnson

1993 – Johnsons sell to Brenda Hoover & Michael 
Bathrick

2018- Relinquished to Pittsfield Cooperative Bank

2018- Purchased by Parker Chandler 

12 Laflin Terrace

Locus Map

 Photo: 1993



Historical Narrative

In  the  mid  1800s,  the  land  now  comprising  Laflin  Terrace  (and  Whitehead)
belonged to Thomas A. Gold, one of the most prosperous residents of Pittsfield at
that  time.  The  adjacent  portion  of  modern-day  Pomeroy  Avenue south  of  East
Housatonic was then known as Gold's Avenue.  Gold sold his land and a house
there to John and Martha Colby,  who then operated a farm there until  the late
1880s, until the property was transformed into the Laflin family's summer estate.

George and Mary (Brewster) Laflin were part of the “Chicago Colony,” of Gilded
Age mansion-builders. While most of the wealthy cottagers in southern Berkshire
hailed from New York, most of those who built in Pittsfield came from Chicago high
society. Unlike many of these summer residents, George Laflin was actually born in
Pittsfield, before leaving to make his fortune in real estate in Chicag, after the fire of
1871 (a street in Chicago still bears his name). 

His wife was a cousin of Mrs Zenas Crane, and the Laflins became major investors
in the Crane & Co paper business in addition to their other holdings.  In 1890, Mary

Laflin purchased land at the corner of East Housatonic Street and Pomeroy's Avenue (despite being known widely as
the George Laflin estate, the deed was always in Mary's name). Construction of their summer home began that year.

“The  Gables,”  sometimes  known  as  “Gray  Gables,”  was  built  incorporating  the  existing  Colby  farmhouse.  This
structure was moved to the east of the property, and then added to and expanded out and upward into a 3 story,
many-gabled structure with elements from multiple architectural styles.  The Berkshire County Eagle called it “one of
the  most  striking  and  commodious
residences in Pittsfield.” As such, it  was
the site  of  various social  functions,  and
visited by numerous distinguished guests
during Summers spent there.

Following  the  death  of  Mary  Laflin  in
1904,  the house was transferred to her
daughter,  Grace  Laflin  Whitehead,  and
her  husband Elisha  Whitehead.  George
died  three  years  later.  The  Gables
continued  as  the  Whitehead  summer
residence  for  the  next  15  years,  until
Grace  Whitehead was  killed  in  a  tragic
accident in New York City in 1919. While
watching  a  parade,  another  parade-
watcher fell  from a 5th story roof  above;
he  landed  on  Whitehead,  killing  her
instantly. 

The estate was quickly snapped up in 1920 by Harold Bridgman, a prolific developer responsible for a number of local
neighborhoods built in the early to middle 20th century. Within a year, the Gables had been dismantled and razed; the
land was subdivided into 20 lots across two new streets, “Whitehead” and “Laflin,” and new homes had begun being
erected by early 1921.  Lumber and fixtures from the 20 room Gables were re-used in several of the early homes built
on the four acre site, including 12 Laflin.  

In April 1922, Bridgman sold the completed 12 Laflin to Rigobert and Arlene McFarlane for $8,000.  The McFarlane's
moved in  that  May, but  their  tenure as occupants was short,  and 9 months later  they sold the house to Cyrus
Alexander Henry, who would own it for the next five decades.

Cyrus A. Henry was the son of Cyrus C. Henry, a very prominent businessman in the community, who had served as
president of several local companies and major banks.  Shortly before purchasing the Laflin home, he married Isabel
Gamwell Platt. Isabel was also the progeny of prominent community members- her father was City Treasurer, and her
mother was the daughter of Lorenzo Gamwell, a 19 th century local politician and community pillar whose family name
still adorns a Pittsfield street.



In addition to his own scrap iron company, C.A. Henry also inherited substantial shares in his father's company, upon
his death in 1937. He also inherited his father's lake cottage on Pontoosuc, called Ash Grove, and the Henrys often
summered there. The Henry's were very active in the Country Club as well as in First Congregational Church, holding
various committee roles and hosting frequent social events at their Laflin Terrace home.  Cyrus Henry was also a
member of a variety of fraternal lodges, including Masons, Shriners, and Veterans organizations related to his service
in WWI.

The Henrys had a single child, a son named Cyrus born in 1932. In 1946, an attack of polio struck 15 year old Cyrus
Jr, but he recovered without permanent paralysis. He went on to attend Darrow School in New Lebanon, then Colgate
University. Later he became a major executive with Berkshire Life, a company on whose founding board his great-
grandfather Lorenzo had once sat. He also served a stint in the Navy.

In late 1972, C.A. Henry sold 12 Laflin and
took up residence at 44 Churchill  Street,
up to his death on Nov. 26, 1973.  Isabel
passed 9 years later, in 1982. They share
a  humble  marker  in  Pittsfield  Cemetery,
across  Laurel  Mound  from  the  more
prominent headstone of C.C. Henry.  

John and Millicent Kline became the third
owner  occupants.  Two  years  later  they
gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  Dawn.   They
stayed  only  about  4  years;  in  late
February,1977,  they  sold  the  house  to
Arthur David & Joyce Irene Johnson; the
Clines ultimately relocated to Salem, Virginia.  

Joyce and Arthur, who went by his middle name David, moved in with their two sons, Philip and Timothy, then 10 and
8. Joyce was a nurse practioner and and certified childbirth educator, who worked for many years for local obstetrician
Dr.  Rahagi.  In  1979,  she  helped  launch  the  Berkshire-Bennington  Parent  Education  Association.  Politically
passionate, David wrote a number of letters to the editor on American foreign policy that were printed in the Berkshire
Eagle during the 1980s. By 1993, both sons were grown, with their younger son Timothy had graduating from college

that summer.   The Johnson's advertised a large “Emptying the Nest” tag sale that
Spring, and by fall the house had been sold.

It became home to Brenda Hoover and Michael Bathrick, founders of BerkshireNet.
The  first  locally-based  internet  provider  in  Berkshire  County,  BerkshireNet  was
stablished in 1995 as a dial-up internet provider in Pittsfield. It continues to operate,
offering low-cost dial-up access, web hosting, and email list services. In 2000, Hoover
and  Bathrick  opened  the  Cyberian  Cafe,  at  the  corner  of  First  and  Fenn  Street
(previously located at Allendale Shopping Center). Historically the city's only “internet
cafe,” the Cyberian Cafe was a social hub that hosted live music long with a wide
variety  of  social  and  literary  events,  and  became  an  instrumental  component  of
Pittsfield's cultural revitalization in the 2000s. 

The cafe became the hero of  the hour one cold Saturday night in February 2004,
during the most devastating downtown fire of the 21st century.  Bathrick was closing for
the evening when the 3-story Noble Milne building across the street began to burn, the
result of an apparent arson. Instead of closing, the cafe stayed open all through the
night into the next day, providing free coffee and a warm haven for firefighters and two
dozen apartment residents displayed by the fire. The fire leveled the building, and road
closures lasting weeks after grievously hurt sales for the cafe. After falling two months
behind on rent, the cafe was served with eviction by the then-owner of the Howard
building.  Word Street director Frank Tempone called it “a failure of the city to facilitate
the success of two of its most generous citizens.”

In early 2018 Bathrick and Hoover surrendered deed in lieu of foreclosure to Pittsfield
Cooperative Bank.  In July, it was purchased by Parker Chandler, owner of the adjacent house 8 Laflin Terrace.
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