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Town/City:  Pittsfield

Place: (neighborhood/village): South Pittsfield

Address: 561 South Street

Historic Name: Mrs. Alfred Morewood estate

Uses: Present: Residential (Seasonal)

Original:   Residential (Year-round)                

Date of Construction:  c. 1908

Style/Form:   Colonial 

Building Area: 3240 sq ft 

Stories: 2

Rooms: 8
Acres: 1.0

Orig. Tel. # : 1280

Chronology of Ownership

1907 – Sarah L.H. Morewood purchases land from 
Frank Cande

1945 – Frances Margaret Rasmus and Rhoda Hale 
Rasmus purchase from Leonard J. Wyeth, executor 

1960 – Frances Rasmus & Rhoda Miller sell to Olga 
R. Cope

1966 – Olga Cope sells to Charles R. Capers

1990 – William J. Haims and Hinda Fay Haims 
purchase from Joseph Collins, Trustee 

1990 – Haims convey to Ralph & Ellen Sheheen and 
Freda Deloule

2012 – Kevin Sheheen to Desire Lane & Kenneth 
Lane

561 South Street 

Locus Map
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Summary

This  distinguished  South  Street  residence  was  built  circa  1908-1909  as  a  summer  home for  Sarah
Langdon  (Haven)  Hopkins  Morewood  (1855-1945),  daughter-in-law  of  Sarah  Anne  (Huyler)
Morewood, whose larger historic estate the land was once part of.

Pre-History

The  parcel  of  land  561  South  Street  occupies  has  a  storied
history  in  the  community.  In the  1780s,  it  was  part  of  the
estate  of  Henry Van Schaack,  who built  his  house  there  in
1785. Later, it was sold to Thomas Melvill(e), whose nephew
Herman  spent  days  wandering  the  estate  and  surroundings
during  his  boyhood.  It  was  part  of  the  255  acres  of  estate

recorded  as
sold  to  John
Rowland  &
Sarah    Anne
Morewood in
1850,  which
they christened “Broadhall” at Melville's suggestion.  

Alexander  Hamilton,  General  Lafayette,  President
John  Tyler,  Chief  Justice  Lemuel  Shaw,  Oliver
Wendell  Holmes,  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  and Henry
Longfellow are among the list  of eminent historical
figures  who  stayed  there  at  various  points  in  its
history,  no  doubt  wandering  the  grounds.  Almost

certainly this acre was walked by Herman Melville, who “spent many happy hours working and hiking
the land” during many visits to his uncle there beginning in 1832.

The portion that is now 561 South Street, and adjacent parcels, were sold off by the Morewoods later,
leaving 230 acres purchased by the Country Club of Pittsfield in 1897.  By 1905, the lots that 551 – 575
South Street now occupy were owned by Frank Cande, a major real estate player and Clerk of Courts
for Pittsfield.

In 1907, the parcel returned to a Morewood- Mrs. Alfred P. Morewood. Daughter-in-law to the poetess
Sarah Morewood, Sarah Langdon (Haven) Hopkins was born in Manhattan in 1855. Progeny of a union
of old New England families, some of Sarah's ancestors included Thomas Dudley, early governor of the
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  John  Rogers,  a  Harvard  President,  and  William  Hopkins,  one  of  the
organizers of the Rhode Island colony.
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At 27, she married Alfred Pierpoint Morewood. As the 2nd son of
JR and Sarah Morewood, Alfred was born (1852) and raised at the
Broadhall  estate.  He  was  “a  young  man  of  pure  and  lovely
character,” according to the Pittsfield Sun, though one stricken
early with health issues. At 23, he spent a year in China engaged
in mercantile business, and would have returned if not struck the
following  year  with  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  followed  by  a
hemorrhage.  After  a  couple  years  spent  at  Broadhall,  he  had
regained his health and in May, 1883 he married Sarah Hopkins.
Not long after, another attack of pleurisy forced his withdrawal
from  business  affairs,  and  he  and  Sarah  left  New  York  for
Pittsfield, where they spent the final year of his life on the family
estate. He died there on August 18, 1884.

Sarah departed for Liverpool not long after, on the steamship City
of Richmond. She remained abroad until 1889, when her father-
in-law John left Pittsfield and sailed to England to accompany her
back. Years later, after the rest of the Morewood estate had been

sold to the Country Club, Mrs. Morewood purchased this former piece of it  from Frank Cande. In
August 1907,  Morewood hired a local architecture firm (not named)to design the house, and Cullen &
Company were awarded the contract  for wiring,  in May 1908. Total  cost  for the construction was
recorded as $10,000. There are indicators that the house was not finished by the following summer,
including an item in the social pages from August 1909 indicating that Mrs Morewood and her sister
would be staying at the White Tree Inn on their arrival in the Berkshires.

At 9:30am on the morning of December 29, 1910, a boiler explosion rocked the nearby Morewood Lake
Ice Company, in the most deadly industrial accident in local history. The explosion of the boiler and
the structure that housed it claimed the lives of 17 men, and injured 20 more. Debris was thrown up to
1000 feet from the building and shock waves were reported to have shaken windows downtown, so
anecdotal information that window panes broke at 561 South is likely accurate. 

Mrs Morewood continued to reside in Manhattan, and summer in Pittsfield for a number of years,
opening up the house in May or June and remaining through September or October. She was often
joined  by  her  sister,  Augusta  Deblois  Hopkins.  They  were  moderately  involved  in  the  social  and
charitable affairs in the area, but not extensively so. Sarah was a member of St. Stephens Episcopal
Church.

Augusta died while in New York in 1940, bequeathing $25,000 of her fortune to Sarah, whose holdings
already been shored up by inheritances from her father and husband (totaling $81,084 at the time of
her death, or about $1.2 million at the time of her death). By 1939 Mrs Morewood had made 561 South
her permanent residence, at age 83. She died there 6 years later, on the morning of March 28, 1945, and
is buried in Pittsfield Cemetery near her husband and his family (her sister and other immediate family
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are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Bronx, NY). 

Two  months  later,  the  home  was  sold,  and
occupied by Carl G. Rasmus, a retired banker
(and former Lt. Colonel) from Brooklyn, and
his  wife  Helen  (Hale).  The  deed  for  the
property, however, was placed in the names of
their  daughters,  Frances  and  Rhoda  Rasmus.
Frances  would  later  recount  that  the  family
had  initially  been  looking  for  a  house  in
Connecticut,  but  the  wartime  shortage  of
available  real  estate  led  them  to  look  to
Pittsfield, where her father had friends.

Locally, Carl was a member of Zion Lutheran
Church, Helen a member of the First Church
of Christ, Scientist on Wendell Ave. The marriage had produced another daughter, Stephanie, who had
married a retired British army colonel and moved to Kenya; she died suddenly from a stroke in 1954.
Carl  died  at  561  South  Street  on  Friday,  September  13,  1957.  The  funeral  was  held  at  home  on
Monday,  followed by cremation at the Troy Crematory.  

In August,  1959, Rhoda Rasmus married Donald B. Miller, publisher of the Berkshire Eagle.  Helen
continued to live at 561 South Street with her daughter Frances, though both traveled extensively.  In
the summer of 1960, Helen moved into the Lenox Inn, where she passed away in October.  

Weeks prior to her death, Frances and Rhoda conveyed the property to
Olga Cope. Cope, the widow of J. Arthur Cope, previously lived in West
Hartford Connecticut. She resided at 561 South Street for just over 5
years. In May 1966, she sold the house to Charles and Beverly Capers. 

Over the next quarter century, the house would enter its busiest and
perhaps  most  dramatic period of  history to date,  and likely its  most
extensive era of modification. 

Born  and  educated  in  Texas,  Charles  R.  Capers,  M.D.,  came  to  the
Berkshires  in  his  early  30s  as  a  fellow  at  Austen  Riggs  Center  in
Stockbridge in  1964,  following a  3 year  residency in psychiatry  and
neurology at the University of Galveston. His wife was born Beverly
Ann  Pulliam  in  Austin.  She  taught  middle  school  science,  first  in
Galveston  and  later  for  the  Pittsfield  Public  Schools.  Beverly  and
Charles had four daughters: Martha, Julia, MaryAnne and Lucy.

Berkshire Eagle, May 12, 1945
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While at Austen Riggs, Charles began a private psychiatry practice at 7 North Street, then in the Miller
Building at 184 North. He and his wife were also active in lecturing and heading discussion groups at a
variety of local churches, and Charles sought additional training in pastoral counseling. Professionally,
Dr. Capers' star was rising, and in 1969 he was made head of adult psychiatric services for Berkshire
Medical  Center.  There,  Capers  was  on  the  front  line  of  the  newly  emerging  Vietnam-era  opioid
epidemic, and oversaw BMC's (often controversial) methadone programs. Over his first years there, he
was frequently embroiled in the existing tensions between BMC and local drug-treatment advocacy
groups, such as the Bether Project/United Community Services, and later the Drug Abuse Council of
Berkshire County.

In August of 1975, Capers resigned his post at BMC to focus on his private practice. Later that year, the
Capers took out a $30,000 mortgage against their South Street home and purchased another house, a
19-room cottage at 61 Clifford Street in Lenox. The Capers resided there for a brief period of the late
1970s, but by the early 1980s, the 561 South Street house is again listed as their primary residence.
During their time in Lenox, it appears the South Street home may only have been used to see patients.
In late '76, Capers sought permitting to demolish the South Street house to sell it to a group of dentists
to build a center on, but the proposal was denied by the Zoning Board. 

In the 1980s,  Dr.  Capers'  medical and legal  affairs  became increasingly troubled.  His licensing and
finances had become messy, and by 1984, was first threatened with foreclosure. Two years later, two
cars were seized from the Capers for non-payment of $50,000 in state taxes. Finally, in December 1986,
his North Street office was raided by local law enforcement, after an investigation determined he had
failed to renew his state licensing since 1980, and his federal licensing to prescribe since 1972. He was
charged with practicing with an expired license and prescribing without a valid registration number.
Charles pleaded not guilty, and his attorney blamed the lapse on a combination of paperwork confusion
and that he had been distracted by  “financial and personal problems.” In May 1987, his  case was
continued without a finding and dismissed after 1 year, with Judge William Simons opining that it had
been a  mostly  unintentional  error,  and  that  no  patients  had  been
harmed by it.

By  early  1988,  he  and  Beverly  were  separated,  she  living  in
Yarmouthport.  Charles  went  into  bankruptcy,  in  early  1990  the
house  was  acquired  from  the  trustee  by  William  and  Hinda  Fay
Haims, who listed it for sale (broker-owned) two weeks later. 

It  was  purchased  by  Ralph  and  Ellen  Sheheen and  Freda  Deloule
(Ralph's  mother)  in  May  1990.   Ralph  was  the  son  of  Syrian
immigrants  from Ithaca,  NY, where  he married Ellen Eastey from
Minnesota  in  July  1945.  They  lived  for  many  years  in  Hartford,
where  both  had  worked  as  realtors,  before  moving  to  561  South
Street after retirement.  Prior to being in real estate, Ralph had been an aeronautic engineer with P&W
Aircraft, before changing careers in 1972 and reportedly sinking his life savings into the rehabilitation

Ralph Sheheen, 1975 
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of a Connecticut mansion into luxury apartments, with lucrative results.

Ralph and Ellen were communicants of St. Theresa's Church, then later St. Joseph's. After Ellen's death
in August 2009, their son Kevin's name was added to the deed.  Ralph Sheheen passed in July 2011, and
in 2012, Kevin sold 561 South Street to Desire and Kenneth Paul Lane.  

Architectural Notes

561 South Street eclectically combines elements of colonial revival, shingle, and other trace styles of 
architecture, along with renovations and structural additions undertaken more recently in the past 60 
years. 

A side entryway from the kitchen 
featured in the original structure is 
shown clearly in a 1945 image of the 
home, and is also depicted as present in 
fire insurance maps dating to 1956. This 
was later converted to window area, 
sometime before 1990, when it is 
depicted in a real estate ad in its current 
configuration. An additional garage 
structure and enclosed frame porch 
connector to it were also both added to 
the property after 1956, and are not seen 
on earlier floor plans.

These changes and additions aside, much
of the aesthetic and architectural
character of the building has been
retained. Several original windows and
exterior window moldings remain, and
other windows that have been replaced
have closely approximated previous
ones. 

561 South St- 1925- Sanborn Map

561 South St- 1956 Sanborn Map
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Original  fireplaces  and  other  original
moldings  and  fixtures  can  also  be  found
throughout the interior.

In particular, apparent former servants quarters on the
3rd floor are probably the closest to original appearance.

Vestiges of original wallpaper have been discovered at
the base level of the wall here, and in one downstairs
area.

561 South St- Real Estate Ad, 1990
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