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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

The  home  situated  at  ~~  (redacted)  Doreen  Street  was  erected  in  1965,  in  a  relatively  new
neighborhood developed off  Williams Street  from about  1955 to 1970.   For  more than 35 years,  it
functioned as the parsonage for the local Christian Assembly Church.

Prehistory:  As shown by early maps, Williams Street was
a  scarcely  settled  outlying  area  of  Pittsfield  in  the  19th

century, with about a dozen farms and no protruding side
streets.  A small cemetery was begun near the Dalton town
line,  and by the 1850s,  a  school.   Known as the  Tracy

School, and located not far from the present Williams
School (built 1960), it served the neighborhood for nearly a century.

Pittsfield's  population  soared  from  1900  to  1920  with  the
expansion  of  William  Stanley  Manufacturing  into  General
Electric, then again with the World War II manufacturing boom,
pushing the growth of residential neighborhoods out into all the
outlying quadrants of the city.  The first section of Doreen Street
began development in the early 1950s, with most of its homes
erected around 1955.   Like surrounding streets,  Doreen was
developed by Del Alba Realty, using prefabricated houses built
by Nealon & Francis Inc.  The houses at the furthest extension
of  Doreen  St,  beyond Jayne Avenue,  were  all  built  between
1963 and 1970.   The lots for  these homes were laid  out  by
engineer Robert Deloye, and approved by the city's Planning
Board on March 10, 1961.  The lot numbered 69 (see Appendix)
would eventually become ~~ Doreen Street.

In  December  1966,  Del  Alba  Realty  sold  the  house  at  ~~
Doreen  Avenue  to  its  first  occupants  -  Joseph  and  Patricia

Beretta.  Joseph Beretta was a 2nd generation pastor, the son of Italian-born immigrants who came to Pittsfield from
New York in the 1950s.  From the lat 50s to 1969 he served as pastor of Christian Assembly.

First established as a pentecostal church for Italian-Americans in 1943, Christian Assembly at that time was located
at 16 Willis Street.  By 1973, it had built its present complex at 850 Williams Street.  When he left the post in 1969,
Beretta deeded the Doreen Street residence to the church, who would continue to hold it until 2004.

Beretta was followed as pastor by Thomas Grazioso, who began his tenure at a time of rapid growth, as newer
evangelical churches expanded membership in droves. Four of these built new buildings in the outer districts of
Pittsfield in the early 1970s.

Williams Street, 1876
Williams Street, 1893
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Grazioso oversaw the church's purchase
of a 6.7 acre property on Williams Street
and  the  construction  of  its  present
facilities.   Unmarried,  he  lived  at  the
Doreen  Street  parsonage  until  his
departure  in  1976,  to  direct  a  national
missionary effort.

A search  committee  replaced  Grazioso
with  Rev.  Timothy  Adams,  who  moved
into  the  parsonage  along  with  his  wife
Rebecca  (“Becky”)  and  his  son  Rick.
Scarcely  a  year  after  taking  the  pulpit,
Pastor Adams was putting out feelers for
a new posts, and departed for a position
in  Bethel,  NY just  17  months  after  his
arrival.   Though  no  clear  reason  was
given, historically 1977 was a major year
for the church.  A major merger absorbing the First Assembly Church from upper North Street was undertaken that
year, bringing their base of regular attendees to around 350. “I had a very short tenure here, but I just feel its the
right thing to do,” Adams told the Berkshire Eagle vaguely. Almost a quarter century later, Adams returned as a
one-time guest lecturer at the church in 2001.

Adams was succeeded by Anthony Foti, who along with his wife Jean
had just returned from 15 years of missionary work in Australia.  Foti
would  stay  on  at  Doreen  and  helm Christian  Assembly until  1984,
when the Fotis returned to Australia.    

David Mazzella was appointed next.  A native of Ohio, Mazzella had
trained at the same Valley Forge Christian College as many of  the
church's previous pastors.  Mazzella occupied the parsonage with his
wife Lynda and two young sons David and Matthew, until 1994.

Dean Nowotny was installed in January 1995.  He was responsible for
introducing Christian Assembly's  short-lived local  radio  show during
his  8  year  tenure.  He  and  his  wife  stayed  until  2002,  when Dean
accepted a post as a hospital chaplain in Virginia. 

The last pastor to occupy the Doreen Street parsonage was Rev. John
Montague, who was installed in 2003.  He and his wife Elaine lived
there with their two children until the following year, when the church
sold the parsonage.

Paul & Ericka King became the first occupants of ~~ Doreen St not
affiliated  with  Christian  Assembly.   Paul  was  a  Berkshire  County
Sheriff's  Deputy,  and Ericka (maiden name Kittler)  a schoolteacher;
they had been married a little less than 5 years when they purchased
the home.  After a little less than three years, they sold the property.  

Timothy S. Face Jr (son of former Lenox police chief) and his wife
Jessica.  In 2015, they sold it to Jay Hui for $210,000, and purchased a home in Becket.  Jay, a software developer
at General Dynamics, sold the property to Ken Gibson.  In 2021, Ken and Sara Clement expanded their family with
the birth of their daughter, Serena Noelle Gibson.
















