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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

__ Eaton  Lane  (address  redacted) is  a  sprawling  American  colonial  style  home  built  by  Colonial
Construction in 1941 for Horace Davis, and early occupied by his son Churchward Davis. It's history is
intimately connected to the Eaton Paper Corporation and the overall history of Eaton Lane.

Pre-History

Eaton Lane is a public right-of-way that has emerged somewhat gradually out of the construction of several
homes located off the South Mountain Road during the 20th century. What is now Eaton Lane has also been
known previously as Venner Road (sometimes Venner Street), for its proximity to Elsie Venner Cave. Set on
the northeast slope of South Mountain, the cave is a traditional landmark known since the early days of
Pittsfield, when it is said to have been a shelter for one or more Tories in hiding during the Revolution.
Once known as Munchausen's cave, it was immortalized in the Oliver Wendell Holmes novel Elsie Venner,
and the cave has since acquired the title as its name. Spelunking expert Clay Perry (1946) points out the
cave is to be found climbing up the base of South Mountain on “a winding, faint trail from the meadow
lands surrounding the residence of Col. W. H. Eaton, the relic of old wood roads over which oxen used to
haul logs.”

A small neighborhood growing up west of
the  juncture  of  South  Street  and  South
Mountain dates back two centuries, to the
Luce/Howard  family  mills  that  sprang  up
around Wampenum Brook. Their property
straddled  the  South  Mountain  road,  and
included what is now Eaton Lane. In 1829,
Oliver Luce constructed stone dams, partly
still in place today, for power saw and grist
mills he set up there,  creating a pond there.
More popularly remembered, though, is the
cider mill his family ran on the property for
over 130 years, in changing configurations. 
Expanded under Luce's son-in-law Jesse O.
Howard-  and  his  son  of  same  name-
customers from around the Berkshires would bring their apples by cart, and later automobile, to the large
grinding and pressing operation. Cider would continue to be made on the north side of South Mountain

Road (#28)  up until  1961,  and the cider  mill  razed for  a  newer
home. Among the notable customers there in later years was the
legendary O.B. Joyful, who'd arrive sporadically with his Model T
filled up with apples of questionable origin and ownership.

The  early  “Luce  School”  (later  re-named  Morewood)  was  also
established there by the early 19th century. Its first schoolhouse was
burned  by  some  students  playing  with  fire  in  1841;  a  second,
opened in 1843, continued to be used as a public school until 1973.
The building languished in litigation for much of the 1980s, when
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its current owner became stuck between state regulations that said it was too small to be a school, and a
deed restriction from the city that  stipulated it  couldn't  be used for anything but a school.  Today it  is
permitted as a vacation rental property.

By  the  end  of  the  19th century,  the  property  to  the  south  of  the  road
belonged  to  Richard  Lathers  Jr,  and  his  wife  Anne  Morewood.  Son  of
Colonel Richard Lathers,  he and his  father  were leading citizens of  New
Rochelle, NY, who summered in the Berkshires- first on the massive Abby
Lodge estate on Holmes Road, then later on the South Mountain property
purchased by the younger Lathers.

Eaton Paper
The  history  of  the  land  and  houses  that  make  up  today's  Eaton  Lane  is
heavily intertwined with  that of  the Eaton family  paper  dynasty.  Arthur
Eaton came from South Lee, where he had risen up in the Hurlbut Company

until it became the Eaton-Hurlbut company. His concept of making fine stationery on par with that only
produced in Europe at the time struck a chord in the Gilded Age atmosphere of showmanship, and by the
time Eaton bought out Hurlburt, the new Eaton & Pike was on its way to becoming one of Pittsfield's largest
employers.  As the business transitioned to its factory to Pittsfield (1892-1893), Eaton had a grand house
erected on South Street, on land purchased from Lathers. His son, Colonel William Eaton, added another
mansion to the south of it, in 1906.

The “lane” that grew alongside their estates would originate as an enclave of people connected to the Eatons
and their paper company. In 1927-1928, a five bedroom, French Norman stone mansion (now 7 Eaton Lane)
designed by architect Ernest Flagg was erected for William's daughter, Hope Eaton Simpson. Her estate
originally measured 26 acres.

In 1937, the former Arthur Eaton estate at 640 South St was acquired by Elsie
Davis and her husband Horace, who'd been appointed President in 1933 of
what had become known as the Eaton Paper Corporation. That month, he had
Willard Pease draw up a land plan for the acreage north of the Eaton Simpson
house, and the right-of-way drive that would become Eaton Lane. Elsie died in
1938, which very likely delayed his building plans.

Nonetheless,  in  April  1941,  plans  were  announced  to  begin  a  small
development  of  houses  on  a  combination  of  his  land  and  that  of  William
Eaton,  to  be known as “Eaton Farms.”  Two houses were to be constructed
initially  in  the  north  part  of  the  tract,  which  would  theoretically  have
extended south up the hillside of South Mountain. 

In September 1941, Davis was granted a building permit for the first house (__
Eaton), which was built by Colonial Construction out of Deerfield, Mass., at a
cost of $9,000. In January, 1942, an announcement was published for a public

hearing by the planning board on a land plan commissioned by Davis, for a proposed “Venner Road.” The
hearing, scheduled for February 7, never came to pass. On January 28, Horace dropped dead from a heart
attack, while honeymooning in the Bahamas with his second wife Florence, who he had married one week
earlier.
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“Plan of Land in Pittsfield, MA- Belonging to Horace W. and Elsie Davis, 3/1/1937”



In the wake of Horace's death, his estate passed to Florence, and to his 5 children from his original marriage.
The former Arthur Eaton house was bought out by daughter Anna and her husband George Clayson (also an
executive at Eaton Paper). The new house Horace had built in 1941 appears to have initially been rented out
in the early 40s to an Eaton Corporation assistant production manager named Harold C. Burch.

After returning from service in World War II (and several months in a German POW
camp,  following  capture  by  the  Nazis),  son  Churchward  Davis  and  his  wife,  Jean
(Rogers), moved in to the home with their young daughter, and had another daughter,
Susan, born there in March 1946. That July, Florence and the five Davis heirs sold the
house to a third party, Louise Hennelly, who in turn conveyed it to Churchward and
Jean the same day. In total, Churchward paid about $14,000 for the house and single
parcel (deed Parcel I).

After working briefly for another paper company in Lee, Churchward joined the Eaton
company the following year,  where he would  hold several  executive positions until
1980.  Soon  after,  around  1950,  his  sister  Nancy  Sammis,  and  her  husband  Howard
Sammis had a home built next door, at 3 Eaton Lane. Nancy had also worked under at the Eaton company,
prior to the marriage. The two lots that would have been the start of  Horace's “Eaton Farms” ultimately
became occupied by two of his children, and the idea of a Davis/Eaton company enclave there had reached
some modest level of fruition in the years following his death.

Then came the Myers family, with a scheme that would alter the surrounding neighborhood forever.

In April 1953,  Frederick Myers Sr and Jr purchased up 21 acres along South Street,  including William
Eaton's remaining acres, and about 8 acres attached to the former A.W. Eaton/Horace Davis house at 640
South, which by that time was owned by W. Rankin Fury, president of Berkshire Life. To this, another 3
acres would soon be added. The father and son attorneys offered no comment on what they planned to do
with the property, but speculation abounded, with the Eagle noting that the acreage sold was some of the
only  land  remaining  in  the  city  that  would  accommodate  “large  institutional  buildings”  (under  city's
recently-revised zoning ordinance). Frederick Myers Jr had for some time voiced an interest in acquiring
Berkshire Life's downtown building on the corner of North and West Streets, and this was his only means.

It  was  no  particular  surprise  when  the
announcement  came  in  January  '54  that
Berkshire  Life  Insurance Company announced
the  purchase  of  the  site  from  the  Myers  for
$99,000,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new
headquarters.  The  company  broke  ground  on
the 80,000 square foot building 4 years later, in
1958.

Also in '58, Berkshire Life acquired 20 acres of
the  former  Hope  Eaton  Simpson  estate,  then
belonging to Daniel England. Of the remaining
6 acres, three were included in the sale of the
England house, to Thomas Nelson. A parcel was
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sold to Paul Fodder, who built a house there soon after. Churchward Davis purchased additional land [deed
Parcel II], and yet another parcel was bought jointly by its three neighbors- Churchward & Jean Davis,
Howard & Nancy Sammis,  and a  Dr.  Henry Wheelright  (17 South Mtn Rd).  Today,  the parcel  is  still
possessed jointly by the current owners of __ and __ Eaton Lane.

Frederick Myers Jr, represented all buyers involved, and was also prominently involved in the creation of
the  complex revised 1958 right-of-way plan, which continues to serve as the basis for Venner Road/ Eaton
Lane today.

The term “Eaton Lane,” however, does not appear to have been used in print prior to the 1990s. From the
1940s through the 80s, the address of what's now __ Eaton was listed as 19A South Mountain Road. Adding
to the confusion, the “A” was often left out as a typo in many sources -the Davis family, for instance, is
variously listed as either “19A” or “19” throughout their tenure there.  Indeed, the overall designation of “19
South Mountain” seems to have been shared by all  of the houses on what's now Eaton Lane. Despite the
occasional informal use of “Venner Road” or “Venner Street” to describe the lane as a whole, the listed
address for all residents of the lane was given as some variation of 19 South Mountain in city directories and
newspaper items for half a century.

In June 1967, shortly after the graduation of their youngest daughter, the Davis
family  sold  the  house  to  Joseph  and  Dorothy  Kelley.  Joseph,  who  came  to
Pittsfield from Canaan, Connecticut in, was at that time president of Berkshire
Gas,  and  recently  elected  president  of  the  Central  Berkshire  Chamber  of
Commerce.  The Kelleys were involved with the Country Club of Pittsfield, and
Dorothy  sometimes  held  meetings  to  organize  the  women's  invitational  golf
tournament at her home. She also taught knitting classes for more than 30 years
at the Girls Club.

Their daughter Candace Kelley attended nearby Miss Halls School in the lat 60s,
then  made  her  way  to  Connecticut  College,  graduating  in  1974.  Their  son
Christopher attended the Lenox School for Boys and graduated at Taconic. He
eventually became an airline pilot. Soon after their children finished schooling,
the Kelleys moved to a house in Richmond.

Michael & Arlene Shreefter purchased __ Eaton Lane in November 1976 for $70,000.  Michael, a doctor
recently completed residency at Albany Medical Center, moved to Pittsfield to join the Berkshire Ob-Gyn
Associates, Inc, at 510 North Street. Dr. Shreefter had a particular focus on high-risk pregnancies, and had
published in journals and lectured widely in the region at medical symposiums. The Shreefters lived there
for only 3 ½ years before purchasing a new home on Gravesleigh Terrace, selling the property to Moody &
Patricia Brown in May, 1980. 

Moody Burt Brown II (b.1923), born and raised in Georgia, attended the Naval Academy during World War
II and spent a decade in the Navy after. He met Patricia Horn,  daughter of a New York judge, on a blind
date under the clock in Grand Central Station while a Naval cadet, and they married in 1947. With the
Navy,  they  and  their  eventual  family  of  four  children  spent  time  living  in  California,  Rhode  Island,
Baltimore, and London. They moved to Pittsfield in 1955, as Moody began a 32 year career with General
Electric in naval ordinance. 



In Pittsfield, Patricia served as the Berkshire district representative for the Mass. Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Children, a board member for Berkshire Place, treasurer of the Berkshire Garden Club and a
member  of  Junior  League,  the  Berkshire  Historical  Society  and St.  Theresa's  Church.  She also  chaired
fundraising events for the Berkshire Museum while living on Eaton Lane. Following his retirement from GE
in 1987, Moody became president of the Country Club, of which their family was longtime members.

By the mid 1980s, Patricia's father Peter Horn was also living with them at __ Eaton Lane; he passed away at
Berkshire Medical Center in 1989.  Three years later, Patricia passed away at home on Eaton Lane on April
27, 1992. The funeral was held locally, with burial at Woodlawn Cemetery in Wellesley, Mass.

Moody died years later in Lenox in May, 2020, having been predeceased by his son Christopher four months
earlier.  The  couple  have  three  surviving  daughters  (as  of  2021):  Barbara  Hawkins  of  Brookline,  MA;
Deborah Travers and Nancy Moss, both in Darien, CT. 

A couple of years after Patricia's death, Moody sold the house to Kevin and Margaret Sullivan for $204,000.
This November 1995 deed is the first deed in which the address is given as __ Eaton Lane. 

2 ½ years later, the Sullivans sold the property to David and Deborah Flynn, for $200,000. While there, the
Flynns and their four children, Kate, Keely, Rachel and Emily celebrated various milestones announced in
the news, including but not limited to: the engagement and marriage of Kate to Thomas Grant in 2002, of
Keely  to  Philip  Joseph  Schoeny;  three  high  school  graduations  and  college  graduations  for  all  four
daughters. David and Deborah were well loved in the community by that time, as proprietors of the popular
Court Square diner in downtown, and their daughters are well known locally for their academic, artistic,
and athletic achievements.

On June 1, 2020, Keely and Philip Schoeny acquired the house from Deborah, moving there from Chicago
with their three children: Nora Jane, Susannah, and Jasper.

Structural Notes

The house  erected here  by Colonial  Construction in  1941 has  many interesting and distinct  structural
aspects. While some aspects of the house were up-to-date with styles of the time, the overall interior was
clearly designed to evoke an earlier aesthetic that would make precise dating of the building difficult, if not
for primary sources available.

It's likely that salvaged pieces and materials from other structures were utilized in its construction. This
practice was common at the time, and this home was constructed during one of the city's largest growth
periods, when demolitions of older structures for new was a highly frequent occurrence, and salvage was
highly popular. 

As the home shows evidence of probable 1950s -1960s renovations, it's entirely possible that some materials
or features may also have been salvaged from the very proximal demolitions of  the two Eaton houses,
particularly given the Davis family connection to them.

On the first floor, evidence of former servant's quarters can be seen in a previously existing passage to a
butler's pantry, an access point walled off to create closet space in some more recent renovation. Also on the



first  floor are signs of  what was likely a small  under-stairs  bar,  a  feature not uncommon in that  post-
prohibition period of house building.

The exterior frame of the main house area, particularly in its facade, bears some significant resemblance to a
home designed locally in Williamstown by architect Henry Seaver three years prior to its construction.

Seaver describes the design as aiming for a modern home
with  a  “rambling”  appearance  reminiscent  of  early
colonial village homes, an effect further continued by the
attached  garage structure.  The  house  commissioned  by
Horace Davis seems to take this effect a step further with
its additional attached wings. Also of note is the strong
similarity  in  the design of  the overhang at  the second
floor line.  The Williamstown house was featured for a
profile  in  the  home  building  section  of  the  Berkshire
Eagle in March 1938, a newspaper section highly popular

with builders throughout the region. A strong possibility exists that the design may have been an inspiration
for the house Davis had built.
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