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Chronology of Ownership

c. 1778- William Smith purchases land in 
Hancock from Thomas Gould; add acres from 
John Clothier sometime soon after

c.1785- Main house constructed

1817 William Smith wills land to Nathaniel Smith 
& Mary Smith

1822 Daniel Smith buys it from his brother & 
mother

1838- Daniel Smith will to        

1843- Sally (Smith) Eldridge conveys to Caleb 
Eldridge

1844- Caleb sells to his cousin Lyman Eldridge

1886- Lyman wills it to his grandson Milton 
Pease, in trust of Carrie Pease

1922- Elmer Maynard purchases

1948 – Maynard sells to James Campbell

1953- James to Dorothy Campbell

1955- Richard Babcock purchases from Dorothy

1965- Babcock to Joseph Starobin

1967- Herold family purchases

1987- Indian Springs Association buys from 
Herolds

1989- Robert & Kathryn Curran purchase 

2019- Sold to DeborahLin Perry



NARRATIVE

 The William Smith homestead at 112 Whitman Road is a historic 18 th century farm house built for a
Revolutionary officer who became a town leader and prominent farm owner. For many years part of a
larger farm (up to 325 acres) it remained in a chain of familial succession from the 18 th century to the
early 20th century, though it was rented out to various other families for much of that time. It remained
a  completely  un-modernized  farmhouse  until  1948,  then  a  private  home  for  a  variety  of  notable
residents from that time on.

Pre-History 

The town of Jericho- later renamed Hancock- was laid out by the King of England in 1762. The first
and largest land grant was made to its first settler, Asa Douglas.  A dozen more grantees arrived soon
after, and among that first dozen was John Clothier. 390 acres were granted to Clothier, and it's on this
land that 112 Whitman Road was buit. 

William Smith (1744- 1817) was most likely born in England, and arrived in Rhode Island colony
sometime in the 1760s. There he married Mary Polly Tamplin (1747-1832) in 1768. They relocated to
Hancock either during, or more likely shortly prior to the outbreak of war with Britain, during which
William served close to 2 years as a Lieutenant.

According to  available  soldier's
rosters,  William first  joined  up
with  the  Massachusetts  re-
giment,  commanded  by  Ben-
jamin  Ruggles  Woodbridge  of
South Hadley. Organized the day
following the skirmishes at Lex-
ington  and  Concord,  Wood-
bridge's  regiment  marched  im-
mediately for Cambridge. There,
Lieutenant  Smith  and  others
would participate in the siege of
Boston and the Battle of Bunker
Hill,  the  first  truly  bloody
engagement  of  the  war.  At  the
end of 1775, Smith re-enlisted as
1st Lieutenant  with  a  different
unit,  called  the  8th Continental
Regiment (also known as the 2nd

New Hampshire Regiment), un-
der Enoch Poor.  

The 8th regiment was sent north
to  join  General  Richard  Mont-
gomery's invasion of Canada, which took control of Montreal from the British in the summer of 1776,

William & Mary Smith (and some of their progeny) can be found
buried in the 'Ely Cemetery', once known as the "Smith 
Cemetery"



only to  be  overrun by several  thousand British  and their  Hessian  allies  under  General  Burgoyne.
Decimated and weakened by smallpox, the survivors of the regiment fled back to Fort Ticonderoga,
where they remained quartered for most of the rest of 1776.  

In November, they marched south from Ticonderoga to join Washington's forces in Pennsylvania. There
Smith's  regiment  joined  a  main  force  that  was  cold,  hungry  and  demoralized  by  recent  defeats.
Enlistment periods were ending, and many deserted early. Bolstered by reinforcements and an influx of
provisions shortly before Christmas, the Continental force rallied in a dangerous secret crossing of the
Delaware River on December 26. In a carefully orchestrated surprise attack, they captured Trenton and
a majority of Hessian forces in the colonies with minimal losses. It would become a pivotal turning
point in the war.

Following the battle and the end of his enlistment on December 31, after more than 20 months of travel
and battles, William made his way home to Mary and his young children in New England.

They would make several more children in the following few years, and by 1790 a total of 10 surviving
offspring were counted in the census: Daniel, Willard, Compton, William, Patience, Anna, Mary, John,
Sally, and Nathaniel.  At that time, they were the 4th largest family in town.

Smith Farm

In 1778, Smith purchased 154 acres from Thomas Gould, another early grantee in Hancock. Sometime
in the next few years, he augmented this with land from John Clothier, on which he would build the
house that is now 112 Whitman Road. Clothier failed to register many deeds of land he sold from his
390 acre tract, but by 1795 he had disposed of all his land in Hancock. 

The main house represents a good example of early American Colonial architecture representative of
the period, constructed on a heavy oak frame. By 1811, the farm surrounding it measured 300 acres,

with at  least  30 of it  actively under the plow. They
ranked in the top 10% of town residents, for holdings.
Smith had also become deeply enmeshed in the civic
business of the town, where he fulfilled a variety of
roles  over  the  years.  He  served  as  Surveyor  of
Highways from 1784 to 1793. In 1797 he was elected
as a Selectman for Hancock, and then to its  School
Committee in 1801. 

Unfortunately,  little  information was recorded about
Mary.  Genealogists  believe she was born in Surrey,
England in June 1747, possibly to Richard and Mary
(Roff) Tamplin. Like other women of the times, she
was little mentioned in written records, outside of the
pages of deeds.  

When William died in 1817, he willed to “my well
beloved wife Mary” a provision of “the use of 1/3 part
of the real estate I shall die seized of … and five cows
and  all  my  household  furniture  to  her  desposal
forever.”  Much  of  his  holdings  had  already  been



distributed  to  his  adult  sons,  and to  his  daughters  through doweries.  His  house was  willed  to  his
youngest son, Nathaniel, with the condition that Mary would continue to live there the rest of her life,
which she did until her death at age 83.  In 1823, Nathaniel sold the farm to his older brother, Daniel,
who already owned at least three houses in town by that time. By the time of his death in 1838, he
would own seven working farms, most rented out and worked by others. After his mother's death in
1832, he did the same with his father's house, beginning a chain of rental occupants over the rest of the
19th century. 

Daniel  passed  away  in  1838,  he
willed the property to be owned by
two  of  his  daughters,  Elizabeth
(Bentley)  and  Sally  Maria
(Eldridge),  who  conveyed  it  to
Melanchon  Bentley  in  1843.  He
sold  it  the  following  year  to  his
brother-in-law  Caleb  Eldridge
(Sally  Maria's  husband),  and  in
1848,  Caleb  sold  it  to  his  cousin,
Lyman Eldridge, who would own it
for the next 38 years. 

Lyman Eldridge was the grandson
of  Thomas  and  Mary  Eldridge,
early settlers who came to Hancock
from Rhode Island about the same
time  as  the  Smith  family.  He
inherited substantial lands from his
father, Griffin Eldridge; by 1855 he
was the richest man in town, with
multiple  farms  across  Hancock's
north end consisting of more than
1000 acres of Hancock real estate,
land worth tens of millions today. His fortunes in business, however, were more than mitigated by his

family misfortunes.

Lyman's  four  children  with  his  first  wife,
Betsy, all died in early childhood; the last
two -five  year  old  Helen  and 12-year-old
Olive – perished of disease along with their
mother in October of 1849. Lyman's second
wife,  Jane,  also  bore  four  children.  Only
one, Jenni,  survived to adulthood, passing
in 1882 at age 23. With all 8 of his children
having predeceased him, Lyman's death in
1886 left all his property to Jenni's 4-year-
old son, Milton Pease. It was held in a trust
managed by his aunt Carrie Pease.

None of these Eldridge's ever occupied the

Lyman Eldridge's land in 1855- Smith house marked in red

Lyman Eldridge's land- 1876



Smith farm. From 1855-63 it was rented by John Wheeler, then by Erasmus Rose for a year, then a man
named Hinkly for 7 years after that. Turnover was high, as Hancock sent 47 men to the Civil War
battlefields. 

In 1871, John Cummings took up the farm on a more long-term basis,  working the former Smith
property until his death in 1904.  Known locally as “Old Man Cummings,” John came to Hancock from
Nassau, NY with his wife Jane and his 17 year old son Charles. John was 45 at the time, Jane (maiden
name: Jane Ten Eyck) was 38. At this point, the land was primarily used for dairy farming, much of
which was sold to a local cheese factory open on Brodie Mountain. Cummings added thirty sheep- the
first substantial flock recorded to have lived on “Sheep's Heaven Hill,” which first appears in print as a
name for the hill during Cummings' tenure, at which time only this farm and the Whitman family farm
were found in this area.

The  1880  census  lists  two  servants  living  with  the
Cummings family, 63 year old housekeeper Mary Harris
and 65 year old laborer Andrew Mattoon. By 1900, it
was just  John and his wife there.  A 1902 item in the
Berkshire Eagle notes that John had suffered “a shock
(stroke) which disabled him; he is now quite helpless.”
He  passed  two  years  later,  and  is  buried  in  Hancock
Cemetery,  along with Lyman Eldridge and his  family.
The Pease family, who still owned it, rented it out to its
next major occupant, Elmer Maynard. 

Born  in  1874,  Elmer  was  well  acquainted  with  the
Sheep's Heaven area, having grown up working on the
nearby Whitman farm. He and his wife Mina, who he
married the year prior, would produce ten children there:
Elmer Jr, Helen, Clarence, Walter, Ruth, Ernest, Mary,
Robert, Sarah, and Arthur, who died in adolescence. 

In  1922,  Maynard  became the  owners  as  well  as  the
proprietors of the property, which continued to be  run as
a dairy farm. In 1924, the Maynards  made significant
alterations to the house, replacing its original kitchen with an “ell” extension to the house. 

During  the  Maynards'  44  year  tenure  on  the  farm,  Hancock  changed  radically  around  them.  The
development  of  the  E.B.  Estes  Mill,  introduced  the  same  year  they  bought  it,  turned  the  town's
economy from primarily farming to an industrial base over the coming decades. It then fed its greatest
population decline, as the mill downsized and finally closed operation in the 1930s. During this time
the house itself had remained frozen in time. In the late 40s, it was still an unwired, horse-powered
farm  with an outdoor outhouse. Electricity and indoor plumbing would be added under the subsequent
owners.

In 1948, Elmer sold the majority of the farm to James Campbell, retaining a parcel on the west of the
property with a small cottage on it for himself and Mina (it was later destroyed in a fire in 1961). 40
years after the sale, a full 80 descendants of Elmer and Mina returned to Hancock for a family reunion. 

Little is recorded about the Campbell family's ownership- just that after four years, James sold it to his



sister, Dorothy Cambell. She owned it for just two years.
On November 1, 1955 it was purchased by Richard and Sally Babcock. Richard had just returned the
previous month from 3 years serving in Korea. Over the next few years living on Whitman Road, he
would discover his life's passion: old barns.

It began when he needed to add a barn to the farm he'd purchased from
Maynard. His father, a carpenter, suggested they dismantle and relocate a
barn situated on some of the family's land in Berlin, New York. Over the
coming weeks, the two men took it apart, transported, and reconstructed
it.  This was to be the beginning of Richard Babcock dismantling and
moving historic barns from around the northeast, many he situated on his
own  property.  Most  of  the  extant  barns  (and  houses  converted  from
barns) on Whitman Road today did not originate there, but were brought
there by Babcock.

“I'm an evangelist,” Babcock told Time Magazine in  a 2005 interview
about his life's work. “Some people were born to save souls. I was born
to save barns.”

His early barn restorations drew the attention of an interesting neighbor
and friend: Joseph Starobin.  A former foreign editor of the Daily Worker, Starobin was once one of the
most prominent socialist journalists in the United States. Once accused of transmitting confidential
information to the Kremlin, Starobin later broke publicly with the Communist party, whose dogmas he
criticized in later publications while a faculty member at York University in Toronto. While a professor,
he and his wife Norma summered in Hancock, in another converted barn near Babcock's (still very
sizable)  acreage on Whitman Road.  In 1962,
he wanted to expand the structure, which was
sublet into skiers in the winter, but he was also
looking to retain its authenticity. He needed an
addition that would look as close  possible to a
converted barn.   Luckily,  his  neighbor had a
solution-  just  around  the  corner  a  bit,  a
century-old  barn  needed  to  come  down  to
make way for Route 43. With the help of his
76 year old father Clayton and assistant Fred
West,  Babcock  disassembled  and  rebuilt  the
barn adjoining to Starobin's, creating a retreat
that  would  be  known  for  several  years  as
Holiday  Lodge.  It  would  also  become  the
original birthplace of the Berkshire Forum, a
left-progressive think tank and seminar retreat
that moved to Stephentown and continued for
several decades after. 

Across the street from Holiday Lodge, Babcock put more barns on the part of his farm on the south side
of Whitman Road, most transported from sites in New York state. Two dated to the 18 th century, and
others perhaps even older, though Babcock's iconoclastic theories on the antiquity of certain barns were
often challenged by academic historians. By the mid 1980s, Babcock's “Barn Museum” was a popular
seasonal attraction there.

Richard Babcock 
(1934-2014)





Richard would restore more than 75 barns in his career.  "They are our strongest link with the colonial
past," he told Time. "Preserving them, we preserve history; we preserve art." 

The former Smith farm became less and less a dairy operation, and by the mid 60s had ceased to be one
altogether. In 1960, the Smith farmhouse also sustained some damage, from a fire that broke out where
some clothing had been laid to dry too close to a floor space heater. The blaze was put out by local
firefighters from Stephentown, with damage that cost about $800 to repair.

Like Smith and Maynard, Babcock also had exactly 10 children- 5 sons, and 5 daughters, though not all
while at this address. Richard and Sally divorced in 1964, and he soon remarried Donna Stetson. In the
dissolution of the marriage, the Smith farm was conveyed to Trustee Andrew Campoli, who sold it to
Joseph Starobin of Holiday Lodge. From the larger acreage, Starobin divided and resold three parcels
totaling 22 acres to Donald & Lyalya Herold between 1966 and 1968, including the Smith farmhouse.

Richard Babcock died in Williamstown in 2014; his 2nd wife Donna still resides in Hancock.Today, his
son  David  Babcock  continues  to  restore  barns,  old  houses,  and  other  structures,  incorporated  as
Babcock Brothers Restorations in Lee, Massachusetts.

New owners Donald and Lyalya Herold married young in 1949, when he was 19 and she 21.  Born and
raised in the Bronx, Lyalya had studied painting at the High School of Music and Art, then the City
College of New York. She took further classes in Paris while Donald attended the Sorbonne. After
several years living in Paris and New York, Donald suggested they move to Hancock. By 1970 they
were  full-time  residents.  Donald  worked  taught  languages  and  opera  appreciation  at  Berkshire
Community College, Lyalya ran the Art department at New Lebanon High School.

The Herolds had only about half the usual number of
children for this home-  Jordi, Todd, Annique (Kiki),
Patrick, and the youngest Danielle, who was about 5
when the family moved to Hancock.  

At the time of their occupancy, the house was painted
bright  red.  The  additional  attachment  to  the  rear,
used as Lyalya's Studio, was constructed in the early
1970s, as “a handbuilt gift from her husband and five
children,” according to a Berkshire Eagle feature on her. Filled with her paintings as well as her private
collection of African sculpture, it was open to the public weekend afternoons throughout the 1970s.



Lyalya  also  had  at  least  two  solo
exhibitions  at  the  local  Berkshire

Museum, and her work hung at Pittsfield's City Hall during the term of Mayor Evan Dobelle, a friend
and patron.

Over the two decades of their time on Whitman Road, the children grew up and departed on their own 
paths. Locally, Todd served as director of marketing and development for Berkshire Ballet (now 
Albany Berkshire Ballet) during its first decade, leaving it for a prestigious administrative internship at 
the Lincoln Center in New York.  Kiki studied criminal justice at Northeastern, and now lives in NYC. 
Danielle graduated from Berkshire Community College in 1983; she currently lives in Somerville. 
Jordi managed the Iron Horse in Northampton for over 25 years.  Todd Herold became a chiropractor in
the White Plains, NY area.



Jordi also made a significant contribution to reconstructing the history of the area, including conducting
oral interviews with members of previous families residing at the farm, for a college paper at UMASS.
The information proved useful in clarifying several points when studying the Smith homestead.

According to vital records, Lyalya and Donald divorced in 1986. Lyalya would shed further light on
this in her  book, published in  1996. Entitled Death of a Marriage,  Birth  of a Woman: A Spiritual
Awakening, it is billed as “the autobiography of a woman who blossoms as a person after her husband
of thirty-eight years abruptly leaves her for a younger woman.”

In July 1987, the Herolds sold the farm for $277,300 to Indian Spring Associates, a condominium
developer. 

Indian Springs was a partnership of Philip Westall and Marion Alton, who as Alton & Westall were
already in the process of erecting the nearby Beaver Pond condominiums, and keen to expand. The
Herold property becoming available gave them the perfect chance to do so. Initially, their plan had been
to build a complex of 26 new condos on 20 acres of the Herold land, for which they seemed to have
plenty of momentum and financing. 

Ultimately, state well regulations may have been all that prevented the two-hundred year old house
from being razed as part of the development. In order to meet minimum setbacks from a well, at least
4.5 acres of the 20 acre plan would have had to be open space, making the project unfeasible for Indian
Springs. In early '88, they announced they would instead subdivide the land for building lots, which
they sold over the course of 1989.

A 2.73 acre parcel with the Smith house and a barn went to Robert and Kathryn Curran for $45,000. Of
the other lots that belonged to the Herolds, only one was built on- just east of the Smith house, in 1992.
The rest were bought up by nearby neighbors.

Throughout their ownership, the Currans maintained residences in Bayport, then Riverhead, New York,
and appear to have used the Smith farmhouse as a summer residence. Kathryn currently serves as the
Executive Director of the Robert David Gardiner Lion Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to supporting
the study of regional history in the Long Island area. 

They left little to no discernible footprint in local media or community notices from the Berkshires. In
2019, the Currans sold the property for $450,000.
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