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Town/City: Lanesborough, Massachusetts

Address: 57 Balance Rock Road

Historic Name: Balance Rock School

Uses: Previous- Schoolhouse
  Current- Residential, Single family home

Date of Construction: 1915

Builder: George Hinckley

Style: Ranch

Area: 2122sq ft

Stories: 2

Rooms: 6

Acres: 1.1

Chronology of Ownership

Pre-History: Land of G.E. Hurlburt (mid 1800s)

1915 – Lanesborough purchases land from 
John Quinn; Balance Rock School built

1950 – Conveyed to West Shore Civic 
Association

1954 – Returned to Town of Lanesborough

1955 – Sold to Samuel F. Kowchuk 

1994- Ann Drozda Inherits from Natalie 
Kowchuk

2013- Joseph Botz and Theresa Atherton 
inherit from Ann Drozda

2014- Purchased by Michael Boroniec & 
Rachel Parzick



Historical Narrative 

In the mid to late 19th century, the parcel that is now 57 Balance Rock Road was part of a 34 acre tract
owned by G.E. Hurlburt, that in 1868 became embroiled in a law suit, which ultimately went to the Mass.
supreme court.  Grove  Hulburt  sold  his  farm  to  a  man  named  Glass,  who  claimed  that  the  34  acre
meadowland  near  Secum  Brook  had  been
included when Hurlbut was making the sale to
him, but found it  was not specified in the final
deed. Glass had nothing in writing to support his
claim of a verbal agreement, and his case was
dismissed. Later, in 1910, the 34 acres of was
purchased  by  John  A.  Quinn  from  Maud
Putnam.

It  has  been  sometimes  mistakenly  associated
with  an earlier  school,  the  former  South  West
School,  the  site  of  which  was  actually  on  a
parcel across the road, at the corner of Balance
Rock  and  Olsen  Road.  That  first  school  was
abandoned after  the Iron  Works  closed in  the
late 19th century and nearby families moved away. When the population grew again in that section, the
Balance Rock Road School was built, in 1915.

The town assessors card for 57 Balance Rock Road is likewise erroneous, listing the date for the house's
construction as 1888, a date that matches neither the construction of Balance Rock School nor that of
South West School. Both pieces of information conflict outright with that of property deeds, contemporary
newspaper information, and established town histories of Lanesborough [Martin, 1965; Barton & Phelps,
2015] which all indicate clearly a construction date of 1915 for this structure.  Early maps (1876, 1904,
1909) show this specific site devoid of structures prior to 1915.

In  June of  that  year,  following  a
call for bids, the town purchased
the  parcel  where  57  Balance
Rock Road sits from John Quinn,
and  erected  the  structure  that
year.  Construction  was  handled
by local builder George Hinckley.

By  1926,  the  one  room  school
had 42 students in 8 grades, and
the  over-crowding  was  palpable,
with temporary chairs blocking fire
exits and general disorganization.
Citizens  from  the  Balance  Rock

Road area petitioned the town to add an additional room, pointing to state guidelines of the time that
recommended no more than 25 to 28 students in one room. At a special meeting in August,  the town
endorsed the proposal, and work began on constructing a second room. The following year, the town voted
to extend electrical lines to the schoolhouse. 

Even for its time, the little schoolhouse was rustic and low-frills. A large water dispenser by the door was
filled by students each morning from the well of a nearby farm. A small coal-burning furnace in the cellar
scarcely heated the building, and former students recall being bundled in “hat, coats, and sometimes even
mittens.” Having no flag of its own, students remember reciting the pledge of allegiance to a picture of an
American flag. A small library of around 100 books was donated by Pittsfield's Lakewood School, when it



closed in 1925.

Balance  Rock  Road  enjoyed  a  robust  Parent-Teacher
Association, who held pageants, parties and dances to raise
funds for various school needs. Many of the dances featured
“The Potter Mountain Boys,” -  a local Lanesboro band in the

1930s - early
40s. 

In  the depression year  of  1932,  the PTA there would
become the school's only lifeline. Due to an insufficient
amount of funds approved at the previous Spring's town
meeting, the school committee announced that  all  the
district schools would close at Thanksgiving through the
end  of  the  calendar  year.  The  parent  association
stepped in to pay for heat, lights, and salary for its one
teacher  at  that  time,  Grace  Campbell,  and  school
continued through the end of the year. 

Another challenge for
the  school  came  in

1943,  when 26  window panes  were  smashed  at  the  school  over  its
Spring break, in the worst instance of vandalism the schoolhouse ever
saw.

By  the  mid  1940s  over-crowding  had  become  an  issue  in  every
schoolhouse in town, prompting the town to form a committee to plan a
new consolidated school, in 1946. Plans were drawn by 1948, and in the
fall  of  1950 all  312 Lanesborough students were bussed for  the first
time, to a new 12 room school on Brennan's Hill.

The former school buildings were sold off by the town over the coming
year.  The Balance Rock school  was leased by the West Shore Civic
Group,  who  had  held  meetings  there  for  years.  The  group  renovated  the  schoolhouse  (mostly  with
volunteer labor) in 1951 for their use as a headquarters. The cost of upkeep turned out to be more than
they could sustain, however, and in 1954 they returned the building to the town.  

At a Town Meeting held on Valentine's Day, 1955, Lanesborough residents voted to put the property up for
sale, and in April it was transferred to Samuel F. Kowchuk, for a bid of $3,300.

August 19, 1927 

December 13, 1935

December 16, 1939

March 17, 1934



The Kowchuk family already owned more than 200 acres of land abutting the site, which Samuel would
inherit from his parents Fred and Irene, along with a 5 room farmhouse. 

Kowchuk's renovation of the school into a residential home began three years later, in 1958. In its first
stage, the original room of the schoolhouse was divided into a kitchen, bathroom, living room and a room
used as a combination bedroom and sitting room. For four years, the Kowchuks lived in this portion, and
the new room was used for storage. 

The Kowchuks then laid new oak floors and added a circulating hot water system along with a new roof,
and a two car garage structure in the rear. Two more bedrooms were added above this garage addition.
Acoustic tile was installed to lower the ceiling from ten to eight feet. Floor plans were drawn up personally
by Mrs Kowchuk, who eventually decided to make the second schoolroom into a larger living room. The
original hard rock maple floor in this room was refinished, though holes left by years of students desks were
left, for “atmosphere,” according to the Kowchuks. The porch was enclosed as a room, and the outside
privy was converted into a toolshed. 

Much of the work was done personally by the Kowchuks and friends, though the shell for the addition was
built by Lanesborough contractor Alfred Zurrin, and a Pittsfield contractor named Charles Martin did some
of the finishing work. 

Born in Pittsfield, Samuel Kowchuk [1923-1985] was a veteran of World War II, and an employee for 25
years at the transformer plant of GE in Pittsfield. His wife Natalie Drozda [1936-1994] was born and raised
in Brooklyn,  to  John and Irene (Scherban)  Drozda.  She moved to  Lanesborough in  1955,  where she
primarily  worked  at  Eastover  Resort  in  housekeeping  for  over  25  years.   Samuel  and  Natalie  were
communicants of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church.  

Nine years after retiring from GE, Samuel passed away in December of 1985, at age 62. Natalie lived at 57

Converted Schoolhouse, September 1966



Balance Rock Rd for a little over 8 more years, passing from a heart attack in 1994. After Natalie's death,
the property passed to her siblings- Emil, and Ann Drozda. Ann occupied the house for several years, until
her death in 2013. Ann had been a graphic designer for the advertising department of England Brothers,
then worked for the Mass. Dept. of Employment Security.

Ann willed the property to her niece and nephew, Theresa Atherton, and Joseph Botz.  Botz is the second
generation owner of  the next  door home; his  father,  Joseph Botz(1943-12004)  was Natalie's  (& Ann,
Emil's) half-brother by their mother's second marriage.

In 2014, they sold it to a local couple, Michael Boroniec and Rachel Parzick, the present owners.
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Appendix 

Students from one of the final classes at Balance Rock School,
taken outside the schoolhouse. 

Provided by Joyce Bogart (far left)


























