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Address: 142 Pomeroy Avenue, Pittsfield, MA

Date:  1907, reconstructed from an earlier house 
c. 1820

Style: Colonial Revival

Acres: 0.521

Locus Map 

Chronology of Owners

1st House
c. 1820- built for the Jarvis family

1854- Elizabeth Watson and Elizabeth Jarvis 
Brace sell to David Carson

1856- Carson sells to Edward Oliver 

1864- Oliver sells to Dr. George Clark

1895- Passes to George Waring, Trustee

1906- House dismantled

Current House 
1907- 1908 - Florence Learned has new house 
built on Pomeroy Avenue

1934- Foreclosure by Berkshire County Savings 
Bank

1940- Bought by Alice & George Edman 

1945- Edmans sells to Marguerite & Harvey M. 
Kelsey

1947- Kelseys sell to the Rice family

1953- Ella Casey purchases from the A.H. Rice 
Company

1968- Casey sells to Benjamin B. Towne

1975- Towne sells to Jeffrey & Joanne Winslow

1977- Winslows sell to Barry & Karen Lobovits

1983- Lobovits to Mario & Gretchen DiBartolo

1998 DiBartolos sell to Sally A. Spina

2018- Spina to Scott Osleeb & Megan Dorcey

Form prepared by:
Joe Durwin
Berkshire Home Historian



Narrative

The house now at 142 Pomeroy Avenue, or at least the majority of the material in its construction, was
originally located on a half acre plot on the northeast corner of Pomeroy and East Street. This structure,
built around 1820, was relocated in pieces to its present site and reconstructed in1907 to 1908. It has had
a variety of owners and tenants notable in city history.

Original House

At the beginning of the 19th century, the land on which the structure originally sat was owned by the William
C. Jarvis family, for whom the previous house was apparently built. Pittsfield Assessors records estimate
construction  in  1830;  however,  a  1945  news  article  refers  to  it  as  being  125 years  old  at  that  time,
suggesting  a  building  date  closer  to  1820.  A gap  where  recorded  dates  are  missing  hampers  exact
identification of its origins.
 
By the 1840s, the house was owned by Elizabeth Watson, living with one Elizabeth Jarvis Brace. In 1854, it
was conveyed to David Carson, for $3,200. Around the
same time, the Lemuel Pomeroy house next door was
sold to James Warriner.

It  is  mentioned  that  Carson  intended  to  do  some
significant  repairs  prior  to  moving in.  It's  possible  he
may have added to the structure as well, as shown in
the building's 1855 footprint.

Carson did not own it for long; in March of 1856 he sold
it to Edward Oliver.  Oliver, 29 at the time, was principal
of the Music Institute, and living with his wife Mary. The
1860 census show several others living at the house with them- their friend Martha Merril, an art teacher,
and her 72 year old mother Eleanor. Also present was a servant, Mary Raynolds, 19, and Robert Cowan,
16, also likely a hired hand.

Dr. George H. Clark, born in 1830, made a fortune in the Wahconah flouring mill, when he was bought out
by Otis Cole and A.A. Powell in '64. Soon after, he sold his farm near Onota lake and moved into the
house. By 1876, it is listed as belonging to Mrs George Clark, then passing into the hands of a trustee,
George Waring. 

The house as it appeared on East St, 1899

1855 Map showing David Carson property on left



After mortgaging it for several years, Waring sold
the  property  to  William  and  Gracie  Swift,  of
Chicago.  He also purchased the Warriner  house
adjacent  to  it  in  1905,  aiming  to  expand  it  and
remove the former Clark house. In early 1906, it
was  dismantled  and cleared from the  lot,  which
remains vacant to this day.  

142 Pomeroy Avenue

With the timber, Florence J. Learned had a new
home erected further  south  on  Pomeroy,  on  the
grounds of  the Learned family  estate,  Elmwood.
Learned hired Henry Seaver to create the Federal
revival house seen today out of the earlier house
on  East  Street,  updated  and  with  a  different
configuration, at a cost of $5000. The changes in
the building footprint  of  the new house from the
earlier structure can be seen comparing floor plans
from Sanborn maps before (1905) and after (1936). [See also 1930 assessor drawings, appendix]

Florence Learned had several houses erected on the Elmwood estate land, on its Broad Street and Bartlett
Avenue sides. These were rented out, and there is no indication that Learned herself ever lived at 142
Pomeroy.

From its completion around 1908 to 1917, it was the home of Walter Foxcroft Hawkins and his wife Helen.
A prominent local lawyer, Walter attended Williams College and graduated from Columbia Law School in
1886. He opened his own practice in Pittsfield soon after.  From 1891 to 1895, he served as City Solicitor,
then became the city's 3rd mayor for two terms in his mid 30s, in 1896 and 1897. 

Helen Hawkins was very heavily involved in  the local  “Players  Club”  (known today as  Pittsfield  Town

Sanborn, 1905

Sanborn, 1936



Players), and many meetings and play rehearsals were held at their Pomeroy Ave home, including the
troupe's annual Christmas parties. 

Both  had been on board  the  famous derailment  of  a  Boston  &  Albany train  in
Chester  in  1893,  considered  one  of  the  worst  passenger  train  disasters  in  the
region,  with thirteen killed and many more injuries. Helen was uninjured;  Walter
sustained lacerations and some permanent hearing loss.

Hawkins shocked the city in December 1922, when he shot himself in the heart with
a revolver in his 4th floor office of the Berkshire Life building, at age 59.

City directories  list  the house vacant  from 1918-1919,  then occupied by Estella
Wadhams. A 60 year old widow when she moved in, she occupied the house with
one maid, Mary Lawler. She was followed by Colonel and Mrs Reginald M. Ames for
a brief time, from about 1924 to 1926.  

By 1927, the family of Robert S. Hibbard, and insurance salesman for Stevenson &
Co, had moved in. He and his wife Eleanor (maiden: Stevens) had their daughter
Ann there in later 1928. A maid named Mary Zorsky also lived with them. By 1930,
he'd become a partner in the company, and eventually became its president two
years before his death, in 1967.

After the Hibbards, Mr and Mrs Leland Talbot rented it for a brief time, followed by
Gardner Morse, treasurer of Berkshire County Savings Bank, from 1936-1938. At this time, the home was
being rented by the bank, who had foreclosed on the property in 1934. George L. Giddings and his wife
would become the last tenants to rent there, from 1939- 1940.

Alice & George Edman bought it from the bank in July of 1940. George had been named Managing Editor
of the Berkshire Eagle, a community-oriented position that brought a number of interesting visitors to the
property during their tenure. Visiting journalists from New York and artists associated with Tanglewood were
frequent overnight guests. Indeed, the Edmans served pivotal roles in the beginnings of Tanglewood; Alice
served as vice president of its original board, and handled all of their publicity from 1934 to 1953.

In 1943, George was asked to serve in the Office of War Intelligence along
with other media professionals. By the following year, he was director of
the Army's Psychological Warfare division in Italy. While he was abroad,
Alice filled in as a reporter and editor on war-time activities for the Eagle,
also taking up George's local responsibilities as a stringer for the Boston
Globe. After the war, she became an assistant special editor for the paper
on  a long-term basis, creating its first women's page.

In November 1945, the Edmans sold the house to Harvey and Marguerite
Kelsey. 

Born Marguerite Finn in 1894, Mrs. Kelsey had a lifetime passion for social
work and charitable causes. In 1917, she moved to the city as Assistant
Director of Harlem House East, then to Staten Island where she became
Red Cross director of Fox Hill  Hospital. After she and Harvey moved to
Pittsfield,  she was  a  lifetime  member  of  the  Berkshire  Home for  Aged
Women  (known  today  as  Berkshire  Place),  and  a  president  of  the
Berkshire Garden Club. 

Harvey served in World War I, first as ambulance driver and then in the
American Expeditionary Forces. He was awarded the Croix du Guerre with
a  silver  star,  and two purple  hearts.  After  returning  to  finish  college at

Walter F. Hawkins
1863-1922



Columbia, he founded the Nash Queens Motor Co. in Jamaica, NY. Forced to retire by 1930 due to ill
health, he moved to the Berkshires with Marguerite in 1935. Together, they raised one son, Harvey Jr.

In January 1947, the Kelseys left for Bermuda for the winter, renting the house to Mr & Mrs Samuel Field.
In April, the house saw a small mishap when a flooded power burner caused one shattered window and
some minimal smoke damage to the first floor.

That November, William T. Rice bought the property under his company, the A.H. Rice Silk Mill, for his son,
Peter VanS. Rice. The Kelseys moved to Lenox, where Harvey died in 1979, and Marguerite in 1983, and
were buried in St Ann's Cemetery.

Peter, who served in the Marines during the second
World  War,  then  finished  his  studies  from Williams
College in 1944 before attending Harvard Business
School. He would eventually take over the presidency
of Rice Silk Mill from his father. 

He met Jane (maiden:  Gidley)  at  a barn dance in 1937. College and the war led to a long courtship
culminating in a 1943 marriage.

While living on Pomeroy, they had their first son, Peter Gidley Rice. The younger Peter would later co-
found Plow & Hearth in  Madison,  Virginia,  which continues to  be a popular  home & garden supplier
(PlowHearth.com). 

Later in life, Peter VanS and Jane were major patrons of the arts in Berkshire County. Jane founded the
Friends of Tanglewood; Peter headed the board of Chesterwood for many years.

After about five years living there, they sold 142 Pomeroy to Ella J. Casey, who lived there for a number of
years  with  two  other  single  women,  Florence  Rock  (a  cousin)  and  Florence  Coy.  Ella  was  a  retired
schoolteacher with 30 years service teaching foreign languages in the Pittsfield school system. A 1904
graduate of Smith College, she subsequently studied at Trinity College and the Sorbonne in Paris. She was
also credited with being the first female golfer in the Berkshires.



Her cousin Florence, who lived with her in the 50s and 60s, founded The Book Shelf, Pittsfield's longest
running independent book store, in the Colonial Theatre building, in 1953. It operated in several different
locations around the city over the following decades.

In 1968 Casey sold the house to Benjamin Towne and his wife Joy (maiden: Lippoldt). During the time they
lived  there,  Benjamin  was  Executive  Director  of  Berkshire  Children  &  Families.  His  time helming the
organization  coincided  exactly  with  one  of  the  most  tumultuous  periods  of  adaptation  in  local  social
services,  as  the  national  Drug War  grew in  scale  and  narcotics  arrests,  overdoses  and controversial
methadone treatment centers became commonplace in Pittsfield's day to day affairs in the late 60s and
early 70s. Towne found himself front and center in that community conversation, among other major social
issues.

The Towne's daughter Cynthia and son Benjamin III went off to college during their time on Pomeroy, and
in 1975 they sold the house to Jeffrey and Joanne Winslow

Jeff Winslow worked in business and real
estate,  and was a co-owner  of  Berkshire
County  Realty  for  years.  Years   after  he
lived on Pomeroy, In his 50s, he realized a
long-time  dream of  opening  a  shop.  His
large, eclectic store, Wild Sage, was filled
with furniture, art, antiques, and all manner
of  unclassifiables.  It  became  a  major
anchor of downtown for about a decade. 

A  tireless  champion  of  Pittsfield's  early
2000s resurgence,  Winslow was a  board
member  of  Downtown  Inc,  and  an  avid
supporter  of  Artswalk,  3rd Thursdays,
farmers  markets,  and  other  businesses.
Many nights the welcoming lights and open

door of Wild Sage would be the last store open on the street, as Jeff
burned the midnight oil.  He died there working his store, from a heart
attack, in 2014.

From the Winslows the house had been acquired in 1977 by Dr Barry
Lobovits and his wife Karen. 

A Connecticut native, Lobovits established a practice in Pittsfield in 1976,
and continues to practice today. For six year they lived there with their
son Sky, and daughter Carrie.

In 1981, Dr. Lobovits moved his  practice to a new location on South
Street, converting a former funeral home. In 1983 they sold the house to
Mario and Gretchen DeBartolo for $50,500, five thousand dollars less
than they'd bought it for.  

Mario was a quality control engineer at General Electric at the time, with a
distinguished reputation there. Later he would found his own company,
Special  Equipment  CO  LLC,  specializing  in  fine  speed  skating
equipment.   Today  the  company  (specialequipment.com)  is  run  from
Holmes Road. 

While living at 142 Pomeroy, Gretchen earned a degree in architecture
and urbanism.



She was involved with the Pittsfield
Beautiful organization during its early
formation,  and  also  chaired  the  
city's  Conservation  Commission  for
several years in the 1990s. 

In  1998,  the  DeBartolos  sold  the
house for a price of $160,000 more
than three times what they'd paid for
it 15 years earlier.  

It  then  became  the  home  of  the
Honorable Francis X. Spina and his
wife,  Sally  A.  Spina.  Francis  Spina
was at that time serving as a judge
on the Massachusetts Appeals Court.

In  1999,  he  was  appointed  to  the
Commonwealth's  Supreme  Judicial
Court.  He had previously served as
Assistant City Solicitor and Assistant
Berkshire D.A., and several years as

a partner in private practice prior to his appointment to the bench. 

Sally was a Umass graduate who taught art in the Pittsfield schools and tutored for many years after. She
was a longtime board member for Berkshire Children & Families.

In March 2016, Sally died at age 69. Francis retired from the court in August. In 2018, he sold the house to
Scott Osleeb & Megan Dorcey.
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