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14 Main Street, Egremont, MA

Locus Map:

City/Town: Egremont, Massachusetts

Village/Neighborhood: South Egremont

Historic Name: N/A

Uses: Residential

Date of Construction: 1917

Style: Gambrel-roofed colonial

Area: 3,804 sq Ft

Rooms: 10

Lot: 8.08 Acres

Chronology of Ownership

1917- Eugene & Anna Peck purchase land and 
construct a summer home 

1935- Pecks sell to Margaret Townley

1960- Carlton Mott purchases from Agr. National 
Bank

1983- Sold to Robert & Virginia Duffy by Carlton 
Mott

1996- Duffys sell to James & Bettina Baum

2006- Sold to Ellen M. Perry & Robert J. Stein

2017- Sold by Perry & Stein to Pieter and 
Suzannah Shaick

Report prepared by: Joe Durwin
Berkshire Home Historian, Inc
Pittsfield, MA
2021



14 Main Street, Egremont- Historical Narrative

In  the  late  19th century,  the  land
containing what  is  now 14  Main  Street
belonged to Harvey North, whose house
was  located  where  16  Main  Street  is
today. North conveyed the land to Arthur
Benjamin  in  1883,  then  it  passed  to
William  Ingersoll  and  on  to  Herbert
Brusie in 1902.

In 1917, the westerly portion of Brusie's
acreage  was  bought  by  Eugene  and
Anna  (Walbridge)  Peck.  Residents  of
Brooklyn,  the  Pecks  were  already
frequent  seasonal  visitors  to  Egremont,
where Eugene had grown up, and where
his  father  William  had  opened  the  Mt
Everett Inn. Married in 1910, the Pecks
visited  numerous  times,  staying  at  the
Inn  or  with  friends.  Perhaps  their  final
stay as guests  during the Christmas of
1916  convinced  them  to  start  a  home
there.  By  February  the  land  was
purchased;  by  April  1917,  their  new
house was ready for occupancy. 

That summer, the house saw a wedding,
as  Eugene's  sister  Fayette  Peck  said
vows there to Dr. Thomas Fox in a small
home ceremony with relatives.  Also that July, Eugene led the town's 4th of July parade as its marshall.

When not in New York, where Eugene oversaw the local office of the Phoenix Glass Company, they and their
son Eugene Jr. spent ample times throughout the year staying at their Egremont home. They had one live-in
servant, named Elizabeth Reid, later replaced by Clara Gardiner. In 1935,  they sold the house to Margaret
Townley,  also of  New York,  who had rented  it  from them during the 1934 season.  Likely  due to  the  mid-
Depression timing,  the sale  (handled by the office of Wheeler and Taylor) was for $14,000, despite an assessed
value of $36,500 at the time.  Eugene passed in 1943, Anna in 1969; both are buried in the Peck family plot at
Mahaiwe Cemetery in Great Barrington.

For the next two and a half decades, the house would serve as the summer home of Miss Townley, who shared it
with a longtime living companion, Miss Ann Kohler. Townley, who resided in Brooklyn, had been summering in
the area for several years prior to her purchase, usually taking up quarters at Heaton Hall. Townley and Kohler
The spent  summers there,  and winters in Florida.  Little  was written locally of  either  woman, save for  their
seasonal arrivals and departures in the social register. 

In 1950, Townley acquired the neighboring property at 16 Main Street from Ralph McDermott. The two properties
would remain intertwined in ownership until 1996, when Robert Duffy sold them to separate buyers.

Margaret Townley died in 1960, and Carlton Mott purchased the property from the Agricultural National (“1st

Aggie”) Bank as administrator of her estate. Carlton occupied the house with his sister, Ruth Mott. The children
of Guy and Viola Mott, they were the direct descendants of one of the Motts who numbered among the original
settler families of Long Island, New York in 1659. In 1959, they sold their original homestead there, and relocated
its 300 year old family collection of art and antiques to South Egremont. 

Ruth, a graduate of Packer Institute and New York University, was recently retired from a career as a medical



secretary when the Motts moved into 14 Main. She served for some time as president of Great Barrington's
Thursday Morning Club, the Egremont Garden Club, the Sheffield Friendly Union Library Association, and the
Women's Republican Club of Massachusetts. 

Carlton was also active in the community, serving as treasurer of the Great Barrington Charity Horse Show
Association, and a key board member of the Berkshire County Historical Society. An expert in antiquities, he
assisted  with  various  renovation  needs,  including  hand-stenciling  the  wallpaper  at  the  Society's  “Goodrich
House” museum in Pittsfield in a recreation of its early American style.

In June, 1962, the Motts held a large party at the house celebrating their father's 85 th birthday. Three summers
later, Guy Mott died at Fairview Hospital, willing much of the Mott family collection to Carlton and Ruth.

Ruth Mott passed away in June 1979, at age 77, willing her share of the family estate to her brother Carlton. In
October, a large estate sale was held on his Main Road properties, featuring a vast array of furniture, art and
artifacts from the extensive family collection. His Egremont real estate was sold the same month, to 
 Virginia and L. Robert Duffy, of New York City.

Lawrence  Robert  (generally  known  as  'Robert'),  the  son  of  poet/author
Miriam Duffy, had an interesting career arc. As a young man he studied for
the  cloth,  obtaining  a  masters  degree  in  religious  studies  and  sociology,
before being ordained as a Roman Catholic priest in 1963. He served as a
parish priest  to  communities in  New Jersey over  the next  decade.  In  the
1970s, he abruptly left the priesthood and went to work on Wall Street. At the
time he owned property in Egremont, he worked for the Ryan Beck Company,
where he served as the head of Institutional Sales.

Virginia Duffy was an interior designer with a degree in economics from the
University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School. When they met, she had one
daughter from a previous marriage, born in 1962. In early 1983, the New York
couple  became  avidly  interested  in  a  new  self-help  discipline,  known  as
Dimension Mind Approach (DMA). 
DMA is based
on Robert
Fritz's 1970s
book The Path
of Least Re-
sistance, an
early pre-
cursor to The
Secret,  and
other similar
motivational
tomes.    

After L. Robert allegedly doubled his stock
portfolio in 5 weeks that year, Virginia quit her job
to give workshops on DMA full time, which were
hosted at their New York apartment, and later at
their home in South Egremont. Robert assisted
with some of the seminars.

In  the  Berkshires,  the  Duffys  were  also  major
financial  supporters  of  the  arts.  Robert  was
founder  and  inaugural  board  chairman  of
L'Orchestra,  an off-season concert  series which
lasted for decades; he was also board president
for  the  Bidwell  House.  The  Duffys  made
significant donations to numerous other organizations as well. In 1996, the Duffys relocated to Monterey, selling
the property at 14 Main to James & Bettina Baum, from Somers, NY.  

Above: L.Robert Duffy  , 
1963. Right: Duffys in 1985



Little information could be found about James E.
Baum,  who  appears  to  have  worked  in  the
medical supply industry. Bettina,  however,  was
an  active  participant  in  the  local  Jewish
community  in  the  Berkshires.  A musician,  she
frequently  performed  traditional  Hebrew songs
on guitar for students and special events. She
was involved for many years in a program that
put  on  seder  gatherings  for  mentally  disabled
persons.

While living at 14 Main, the Baums owned a toy
poodle  named Sophie  Elizabeth.  Now in  their
80s, James and Bettina are currently listed at a
Park Avenue apartment in NYC.

In 2006, it was purchased by Robert Stein and
Ellen M. Perry, who previously owned a house
on  Long  Pond  Road  in  Great  Barrington.
Around 5 years after purchasing 14 Main Street,
they  undertook  remodeling  at  least  $50,000,
according  to  permits  filed  with  the  Town  of
Egremont in December, 2010.  

Ellen  Miley  Perry  manages  Wealthbridge
Partners,  a  firm  that
advises wealthy families and foundations.  Prior to that, she was the co-founder and
CEO  of  GenSpring,  another  financial  advising  firm.  While  owning  the  house  in
Egremont, she published the book A Wealth of Possibilities: Navigating Family, Money
and Legacy. She occasionally gave workshops at local Berkshire libraries.  She and
her husband Robert had one daughter, Renee. They currently live in Washington, DC.

In August 2017, they sold the property to its present owners, Pieter & Suzannah Van
Schaick.

Architectural Notes:

Several additions and significant modifications to the property have been made to the
home by the former and present owners. On the south side, a sun porch has been

added on over what was likely the original primary entrance from its driveway. Similarly, a foyer added in 2011
now extends the structure beyond its formal front door on the east facing side.

The present owners have also significantly developed the area surrounding the parcel, with the 2020 addition of
a pool and adjacent cabana, as well as new garage on the premises 
Outbuildings (w/ dates of construction):

Description: Year Built: Width: Length: Area: Value:

RG7 - GARAGE - 1S STG 2020 30 24 720 20,680

CB1 - CABANA 2020 12 20 240 9,540

LP3 - PATIO 2020 10 40 400 3,250

OP1 - OPEN FRAME PORCH 2020 6 20 120 2,800

RP5 - GUNITE POOL 2020 40 20 800 49,650

LP3 - PATIO 2010 10 10 100 680

SH3 - EQUIPMENT/IMPLEMENTS SHED 2000 10 12 120 1,400

RG1 - DET GARAGE - 1 STORY 1965 20 24 480 8,900

Bettina Baum, 1993












