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It was like something out of the movies:  a pleasant American family, living in a  

pleasant American house, in a scenic northeastern town.  Twenty five years ago, this 

was the setting for a series of diabolical disturbances: beds levitated, furniture was 

smashed, objects were hurled about, demonic apparitions appeared, family members 

were physically attacked, and lives were threatened.   It concluded with the family 

fleeing the house in terror, followed by a highly publicized exorcism

This wasn’t the much-touted ‘Horror’ in Amityville, New York’s most famous 

house, though it drew the attention of some of the same personalities.  This is the story of 

the Passetto family and the events that took place at their Lee, Massachusetts home 

between March and September, 1981, as well as anyone who was not a principal 

character in these events knows it.  

The town of Lee, a community of less than six thousand persons, is situated in the 

southern Berkshires, an area known for its picture postcard hill-cape, and to no little 

extent, for its haunted Gilded Age cottages.   In the next town over, no less purveyors of 

the spectral than Edith Wharton and Henry James are said to watch over the grounds of 

Wharton’s former mansion and grounds.

In contrast to the exceedingly brief Long Island habitation of the cash-strapped 

Lutz family, Lui Passetto Jr., a native of Lee, along with his 36 year old wife Dale and 

their two children were living in a two-story wood frame house not far from the Mass. 

Turnpike, that had been in the Passetto family for decades.  The devout Catholic family 

had lived peacefully there for two years, with no apparent trouble or discord, until March 

19.  According to Mrs. Passetto, that was the day when they first witnessed an apparition 

in the house, a “white image” that began to appear to them as a small boy, dressed in 

white.  It appeared to them over and over again over the following months.  It spoke to 

them in a sweet voice, Mrs. Passetto said.  It was never threatening.  

Still, eventually they decided that something ought to be done about it.  A priest, a friend 

of Lui’s, performed a blessing ritual on the house. 
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“After that,” Passetto said, “things started to happen in the house.  They got a lot 

worse.”  Indeed, according to the family’s testimony, at that point all hell broke loose.   

The white apparition was replaced by a demonic creature in black robes.  The “thing” 

was around 5-feet-nine-inches tall, with a hunched back and huge feet, its head covered 

in a black cowl.  The thing began coming into their bedroom in the middle of the night, 

around 2:30 or 3:00 in the morning.  “It would growl and say nasty things…vulgar 

things,” Mrs. Passetto said.  “I wouldn’t repeat them.  It called itself ‘The Minister of 

God.’” 

Whatever it was, it didn’t seem to be happy.  On various occasions, it hurled Mrs. 

Passetto out of bed, dragged her around the room, and otherwise attacked her, leaving 

claw marks on her stomach, back, breasts, and face.  Once, Mr. Passetto said, he watched 

the bed levitate with her on it.  Its rampages increased soon after, with no apparent 

intention of stopping.  It ripped a crucifix from the hand of their fourteen year old son, 

hurled objects around, and destroyed all the china and crystal in the house. It flung their 

refrigerator out from the wall and toppled a metal bookcase estimated to weigh 2,000 

pounds. 

Police were called out about disturbances on several occasions, according to Lee 

police officer Jack Winters.  He didn’t believe in supernatural manifestations, and 

speculated that the bookcase might have bent and tipped over from the weight of what 

was stacked on them.  Three times the family had had to evacuate the house for periods 

of time.  When they returned, things only worsened.  Lui Passetto was hit on the head 

with a floating pan.  Religious icons were defaced.  Perhaps most incredible, they 

claimed that a stuffed dog belonging to their daughter came to life and chased her and her 

mother out of the bedroom.  Finally, when they returned one day and found a butcher 

knife jabbed into the dining room table, they fled a fourth time, deciding then and there 

that they could not return until something definite was done.  They crashed at Lui’s 

parents home in town, pondering the question, “Who ya gonna call?”  

At that time, the answer to that question came in the form of Ed and Lorraine 

Warren.  A semi-professional painter and his clairvoyant wife, the Warrens had by that 

time already spent decades investigating cases of haunting, possession and related 
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paranormal phenomenon in their self-defined role as professional demonologists.  By that 

time, the Warrens had become quite well-known, owing to their association with the 

Amityville Horror- house, book, and movie.   Having by their own estimation witnessed 

or investigated more than 3,000 cases of demonic activity, the Warrens seem to have 

never met a paranormal report they didn’t judge authentic.  

When they heard of the trouble in Lee, the Monroe, Connecticut couple traveled 

there promptly to see the scene for themselves.  The Warrens, along with Ed said, he 

could hear knocking, thumping and growling noises throughout the house.  What Warren 

described later sounded like something out of the film Poltergeist, coincidentally released 

the following summer:  

“It was just about 3’ O’clock (A.M.) when ghost lights, about the size of a half-

dollar and luminous, appeared.  They moved around the room, and they combined.  They 

looked like the figure of a person about five to six feet tall.  At that time, the room 

became very very cold.”  Shadowy “forces” overturned a chair and clawed at the face of 

Dale Passetto, who fled the house. 

The Warrens were satisfied that demonic activity was taking place, and from their 

standpoint of deep Catholic belief interpreted it as a probable case of Satan’s fury that 

Dale Passetto had recently converted to her husband’s faith from Judaism.  “The devil or 

devils hate nothing more than a Jew who converts to Catholicism.  You take up the cross 

of Christ,” Ed Warren stated matter-of-factly to interested reporters.

By this time, the Warrens had become the leading brokers in renegade Catholic 

exorcisms, both of persons and houses, throughout the country.  As Michael Cuneo, who 

interviewed the Warrens as part of his 2001 book American Exorcism, describes how this 

process worked:  “Upon being alerted, either through the media or through their network 

of informants, of some particularly arresting case of demonic activity, the Warrens would 

offer to conduct a preliminary investigation, free of charge, and if the case stuck them as 

genuine…they would turn it over to a maverick priest-exorcist for full treatment.”

Such was the case with the Passetto house in Lee.  The Warrens worked with 

about a dozen priests over the years, three fairly regularly.  One of these priests (never 

named) performed “exorcism rites designed to purge the dwelling of the evil spirits.” For 
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all the Amityville-esque media mongering by the Warrens, the procedure in these cases 

was generally nothing more than a simple Roman Catholic blessing ritual, conducted by 

priests the world over on perfectly non-haunted houses all the time.  The priest walks 

about, saying mass in Latin from room to room while wafting incense and sprinkling 

Holy Water.  From a doctrinal point of thinking, the manifestations were a form of 

demonic assault, not demonic possession.  They might require clerical intervention, but 

not, strictly speaking, exorcism.  Even so, Diocese officials in Springfield declined to 

discuss the matter with the press, except to state that none of their priests were involved 

in any religious ceremony at the home.  

Lorraine described some odd circumstances surrounding the bless-orcism, mainly 

a vibrating feeling she felt in the floor during the entire period.  Further, she claimed that 

as the priest was moving about the house, the cellar filled with spoke, for no apparent 

reason.  At the end, she (not the priest) pronounced the house cleansed of all demonic and 

negative energies.  When Mrs. Passetto visited the house, she said she felt that it was 

finally over.

 The Passetos moved back into the house, and no further manifestations were 

reported.  The Warrens discussed the case in many of their subsequent lectures and media 

appearances, and in 1990 Lui and Dale Passetto appeared with the Warrens on a Geraldo 

show episode entitled “Exorcism and Deliverance,” where they more-or-less confirmed 

all their earlier statements regarding the events of 1981.  They continued to live at the 

house, finally moving elsewhere in town in 2004.  Lui Passetto has apparently become a 

clergyman himself, according to a recent advertisement offering wedding services in Lee. 

The Warrens are now in their 80s, and not as active in investigations, though they gave a 

spate of interviews to various media around the release of the remade Amityville Horror, 

the DVD edition of which features a lengthy appearance by Lorraine.  Neither the 

Warrens nor the Passetto family responded to my queries for any additional information 

about the case, and I am not aware of any further disturbances at the house in question.

What we are left with, then, is a series of alleged incidents which, if not based on 

fraud or trickery, would seem to constitute a range of inexplicable phenomena, with 
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incidents witnessed by as many as eight people altogether (four of which are not named).  

Some of the occurrences described represent fairly extraordinary claims, on the face of 

them-so much so that I can’t help but wish that some physical evidence, or even the 

report of some paranormal investigator beside the Warrens, existed to examine.  Reports 

of cold spots or orbs can be ascribed to a variety of possible causes, but a case of two 

individuals chased by a stuffed toy brought to life is squarely in the realm of Damned 

Data.  If genuine, such a happening at worst seems to violate all natural laws, or at best, 

present an intriguing psychological mystery.  Of course, it could be observed that that 

could be said of any good poltergeist phenomenon.  Even if not the result of 

embellishment, deception, hallucination, or hysteria, the events as presented do not 

necessarily have to be interpreted within the religious framework of the Warrens, or even 

in relation to exorcism.  Most poltergeist cases, after all, seem to center around an 

individual for a period of time, then cease permanently.  In the end, it may be factors of 

background and demographic that dictates whether the afflicted parties turn to a priest, a 

parapsychologist, or simply the police.  
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