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City/Town: Lenox, Massachusetts

Historic Name: N/A

Uses: Residential

Date of Construction: c. 1937

Style: “Tudor Chalet”/ Conventional

Area:  1654 Sq Ft

Stories 2

Lot: 0.96 Acres

Previous Address: 164 East Street

Previous Phone #s : 413-637-1229
    413-637-2364

Chronology of Ownership

1912- William O'Brien purchases lots from 
Frank Tompkins

1936- Parcel sold to William J. Hogan

1937- Hogan has house built 

1958 -Hogan dies, family inherits

1989- Sold by Lillian (Hogan) Weldon to David
& Judith Casey

2004- Judith Casey sells to Daniel Bellow

2005- Bought by Knob Hill Partners

2006- KH Partners sells to Stephen & 
Roxanne Caranci

2012- Foreclosure by Bank of America

2013- Sold to Dana & Sven Salnitis

2017- Bought by Reiff family



Prehistory
 

The land on which the house is situated was 
historically part of the extensive Osborne family 
holdings, 90 acres of farm and mixed land west 
of the old East Road (East St.) that remained in 
the family for generations. The original tract was
first settled by Daniel Wilson in 1770, who 
promptly about half (47 acres) to Josiah Osborn. 
The town road that is know known as 
Housatonic Street was laid across the north 
boundary of Osborn's land in 1782. Wilson sold 
him his remaining acreage in 1786. 

Josiah and two subsequent generations of 
Osborne owners built several houses, at least one
of which still survives on East Street today. One 
of their early barns was also converted into a 
house. Multiple apple orchards were planted in 

different locations around the property.

In the late 19th century, Charles Osborne, a grandson of Josiah deeded one of the early Osborne homesteads 
and 25 acres of land to Martin Finaghty (misspelled on map as 'Fanachty'). Tycoon George H. Morgan also 
owned an extensive farm to the south.

East Street, 1893

East Street, 1854



“Lenox Heights”

In early 1909 Frank Tompkins, a Wall Street financier with a summer home in Lenox, purchased 42 
acres of Finaughty and Osborne land with the idea to subdivide it into small building lots. Plans were 
drawn up and approved for “Lenox Heights,” a densely packed cluster of residential streets meant to 
host 155 houses.  

In early September 1909, the first lots were offered at a two-day auction. Free lunch and souvenirs 
were provided, while a 14 piece orchestra provided musical entertainment. The event was said to be 
well attended, with nearly half the lots sold. Richard S. Tobin of Texas secured a significant number of 
the lots, for which street grading had begun and connection of water, sewer, and electricity was 
promised to soon follow. A news item shortly after relates “The development and improvement of 
Lenox Heights promises to be rapid and important. Several houses will probably be started at once 
while a large number will be erected the coming season.”

One buyer mentioned as intending to build is William O'Brien, who apparently chose lots at the 
September 1909 auction. The deed for the lots, numbered 84-86 (208 East St), was not recorded as 
being conveyed from Tompkins to O'Brien until 1912. Payment plan terms had been offered for all lots,
so it may be that the date of the deed corresponds to when the payments had been completed.

Despite the early reference to O'Brien's intention to build, there's no indication that he did so. William 
and Mary continue to be listed as living at other addresses over the next two decades, and all listings 
for houses on East Street in Berkshire County directories for this time period were traced back to other 
land parcels.

Built Circa 1937 

In 1936, following William's death, Mary O'Brien sold their east street land to William J. Hogan of 
Lenox. In the deed, which is brief, only lot 84 is specifically mentioned. However, the language used 
indicates that O'Brien is conveying all of the land from the 1912 purchase from Tompkins. Based on 



the trajectory of the property, it's clear that Hogan took possession of all the lots 84-87, and there are no
other recorded sales of land on East Street by the O'Brien before or after June 1936. The omission of 
the other lots seems to be an error in the writing of the deed, and the confusion would create 
complications for Hogan's progeny later on.

It is almost certain, then, that the house was constructed between the time of the sale and early 1938, 
when the first definitive mention of its existence can be found. In April 1938, the Berkshire Eagle notes
that Hogan rented his East Street house out to Mr and Mrs Alvise Viale Jr, who lived there through 
1939. The 1940 census shows William living with his father, Michael Hogan, and two siblings on Main
Street.

Hogan, born in 1899, was a veteran of World War I and a lifelong resident of Lenox, where the Hogan 
family had been living for at least two generations before him. He was employed by the town sewer 
department, and at various times had worked for the town in a variety of maintenance and construction 
capacities, an all-around “handy-man.” Hogan married Florence Fullbrook Hedrick, a widow with two 
children from her previous marriage. Together, they had one daughter, Lillian, who records list as being
born in New York City in 1936. While they never divorced, they do not appear to have lived at the 
same address for much of the marriage. In 1952, Florence moved to California, where she died in 1956.

Meanwhile, William Hogan rented the East Street out to more tenants over the 1940s, and also went on 
to build another house nearby on Orchard Street. The Viales were soon followed by Lester Haon, then 
Mr & Mrs. Robert Decelles.

By 1950, Hogan had taken up residence in the house that he owned, and would continue to live there 
until his death. Work done by Hogan on the house in the 1950s helps explain an unusual aspect noted in
the basement flooring, where boards supporting it have clearly apparent shoe prints on them, in a 
location where no one could have been standing. In May of 1957, Hogan purchased scrap lumber from 
the demolition of an earlier bridge on Housatonic Street, and it seems likely some of this salvage wood 
in work done on the East Street house. Lumber visible in the basement floorboards seems to date from 
at least 3 different times. Ostensibly, the boot prints were originally left in some kind of grease or oil 
that seeped into the wood, and dust continues to gather in the clear outline of prints.  

In 1958, William Hogan died, willing his properties to his daughter Lillian, who at that time was living 
in Washington, D.C.  The house at 164 (later 208) East Street was apparently managed by Williams's 
brother Michael Hogan, who lived nearby in Lenox. In 1959 it was rented to John J. Koch and his 
family, who would become some of the longest occupants to date. 

Also that year, Lenox residents voted to accept Morgan Street as an accepted town road. They did so 
over the objections of the local Planning Board, Selectmen, and the town's highway superintendent, 
Andrew Piretti, who described it as “two ruts and a high center.” The Lenox Heights development 
never grew as dense as originally intended, and in 1959 there were only two houses situated on Morgan
Street, a dirt way extending about 1700 feet. 

While approved by voters, the decision was later nullified as an illegal vote, as the street layout had not
been approved by the Selectmen, as was required under state law. Morgan Street reverted to its status as
a private way. 

John Koch was in his later 30s when he took up residence at the Hogan house on East Street. He was 
also an employee of the town, and had worked as a contractor involved in the building of several 



notable local buildings, such as Morris Elementary School. Koch was a decorated veteran of World War
II with over 65 missions logged as a tail-gunner on a B-26 bomber in Europe, and later held various 
positions of responsibility in the local VFW.  

By the mid 1960s, Koch was joined in the East Street house by his retired parents, Henry and Lillian 
(Pompton) Koch. Lillian died at home there in 1969.  John Koch died a few years later, in 1976, from 
head injuries when he fell on some ice on Church Street. He was 52 years old at the time. 

Henry Koch lived alone there until near the end of 1978, when he entered a nursing home, then passed 
away shortly thereafter. Michael Hogan also died in 1978, bequeathing his holdings to his niece Lillian.

By that time, Lillian Hogan was now Lillian Weldon, following her
marriage to Albert Weldon in 1961. At the time, she was living in
Enfield Connecticut, but shortly relocated to Lenox. Born deaf,
Lillian was a graduate of the Clarke School for the Deaf in
Northampton, and would go on to an impressive career in advocacy
for the hearing impaired. She became Director of Outreach for the
Independent Living Center in the Berkshires, and president of the
Western Mass. Association for the Deaf & Hearing Impaired. Later
she would go on to be Director of Outreach Services for the city of
Charleston, S.C.  During her career, she held memberships and board
roles in  S.C. Association for the Deaf, Inc.,the Lowcountry Chapter
for the Deaf,the Eastern S.C. Register of Interpreter Service,the MA
Association for Persons in Support Employment,the MA State
Association for the Deaf, the Clarke School Alumni Association, the
Western MA Deaf Leadership Group, Deaf Women United, Inc. and
the MA Register of Interpreter Services.

Due to the errors in the recorded deed, Lillian's claim on the property
had to be formally established in land court, and the property newly
surveyed. A series of required public notices ran in local papers from

1980-1982. During this time, the property seemed to remain 
vacant, based on phone directory listings. Following the land 
court ruling in 1982, Weldon rented the house out to David 
and Judith Casey, while she continued to live nearby in the 
house that had belonged to her uncle Michael. In 1989, she 
sold the property to them.

David J. Casey, born in 1948, spent many years in the 
Berkshires working as a contractor and developer. His 
companies, Casey Construction and Westwood Construction 
were involved in many housing developments. An early 
supporter of the Berkshire Scenic Railway, David and his 
workers laid the tracks for the Berkshire Scenic Railway at no 
cost.  Judith worked for the local Easter Seal Society; beyond 
that there is little record of her in local news 

In 1996, the address of the house was changed from 164 to its 
current 208, in a re-numbering of streets by Lenox that altered David J. Casey, 1991

Lillian Weldon, Obit. 2008



addresses for all of East Street.

The Caseys separated in 2002; the following year the property was transferred over into Judith's name. 
In 2004 she sold it to Daniel O. Bellow.  Judith is now listed as living in Lee, David in Fiskdale, MA.

Bellow, who owned it for a little over a year, is a potter who at that time had a long stint as a reporter 
with the Berkshire Eagle. He also played music locally. In 2003 a song he wrote for Daniel Pearl, the 
Berkshires-born journalist who was murdered in Afghanistan, was featured in a memorial concert 
played on the steps of City Hall (see photo in appendix).

Bellow sold the property in March 2005 to Knob Hill Partners, who sold it the following year to 
Stephen & Roxanne Caranci. Little could be found about the Carancis in public databases, other than 
that they previously lived in West Stockbridge, Ashley Falls, and Taconic, Connecticut. 

In January 2013, Daina Salnitis purchased 
the property from Bank of America/ Bank 
of NY Mellon Trust. In May, Sven Salnitis' 
name was added to the deed.  

Rev. Daina Salnitis was a former Police 
chaplain in Atlanta who came north to 
become vicar for St. Helena's Episcopal 
Church in Lenox, starting in 2006. 
Specializing in counseling and palliative 
care, Salnitis later became Pediatric 
Palliative Care Coordinator for Hospice 
Care of the Berkshires. Sven is a consultant 
in management, who attended Southern 
Vermont College.

In 2020, the Daina and Sven  moved back to
Georgia.

In 2017, the house was sold to Gregory and Marianne Kathy Reiff, and occupied as a rental by their 
daughter Alison Reiff and grandson Aleister Durwin. 














