
 

           

257 Main Street,  
Hancock, Massachusetts 

C. 1771       

 



257 Main Street in Hancock (MA), once known as "Boothby," is a unique and storied home dating to the late 

18th century.  

 

The earliest part of the farmhouse was constructed before or around the time of the American Revolution by 

David Vaughn. Hancock Assessors records list the date of the house as 1790, but a limited Form B filed in 

1975 (see appendix) states the date as 1771, based on information given verbally from the owner at that time. 

However, that same form is mistaken in most other information, such as original ownership, making it far from 

authoritative. Further supporting evidence for a 1770s date comes directly from a much earlier owner, in the 

form of an inscription carved into a door that now leads to the house's attic: "This door built after the Battle at 

Bennington (1777)." The inscription is signed by Thomas Briggs Eldridge, and itself dates back to at least the 

1870s. 

 

Vaughn (sometimes spelled (Vaughan) was one of the earliest settlers in town; he is noted among the first crop 

of grantees of land from the General Court of Massachusetts. Like most of Hancock's first residents, Vaughn 

hailed from Rhode Island, where he was born in North Kingston in 1732.   

 

In 1777, we know he did take up arms and head for the Battle of 

Bennington with a small company of men under the command of 

Asa Douglas, first settler and default town father. His passion for the 

cause of independence may have been a fluctuating concern, 

however; town records indicated that in the August of 1778, Vaughn 

was taken into custody with several other men as Tories. Asa 

Douglas had zero tolerance for British loyalists in the former 

Jericho, which had just recently been renamed in honor of John 

Hancock. At this time, new settlers were required to attest in writing 

that since 1775 they had “conducted themselves friendly” to the 

fledgling new country. Vaughn and the others were released 

quickly, though, and they went on to be distinguished citizens of the 

town. 

 

Vaughn married Mary Wightman (b. 1737), also of Rhode Island, 

and the two had their first child David in 1780. By the 1790s census, 

the marriage had produced 5 children. Somewhere around this time, 

he also acquired several hundred acres of granted land in Canada. 

David Vaughan is listed as the first Deacon of the Baptist church. 

 

When he died in 1811, his will bequeathed use of the farm to his wife Mary for the rest of her natural life, at 

which time it would then pass to his eldest son David, along with substantial land holdings in Canada. Mary 

continued to inhabit the farm until her death in 1833.  

 

Soon after, son David sold the property to Thomas Briggs Eldridge.  T. B. Eldrige was born in 1806, the son of 

Thomas and Rachel Eldridge and the grandson of Thomas Eldredge (1734-1812), another of the town's earliest 

settlers. T.B. Eldridge occupied the farm by 1840, and resided there with his wife Sarah (Maiden: Gorton). In 

1841, they had a son, Heman. Their next child George followed 7 years later, in 1848. Not long after, they also 

took in their infant niece, Marietta Arnold, who had been orphaned by the death of Sarah’s sister. 

 

Thomas B., who was already enjoying success as a large farm holder, inherited even greater wealth after the 

1859 death of his father Thomas, whose own estate by then stretched from Hancock into Stephentown. 

Following this inheritance, T.B. Eldridge purchased two adjacent farms from Thomas Acocks and Thomas 

Hazard, as well as expanding and renovating the former Vaughn house. In 1875, the Berkshire County Eagle 

notes that the improvements by Thomas were nearly completed. 

 

David Vaughn, 1732-1811 
Southworth Cemetery 



“He has raised the house, making it a two story instead of a story and a half. 

Every one going through the house speaks of the taste and beauty of the 

rooms,” states the Eagle. “He has put a neat and pretty piazza on the front, 

new slate on the roof, and new coatings of paint and new windows and 

blinds. He has also fixed his grounds in front of the house, and made nice 

concrete walks.” 

 

Other, less apparent modifications may also have been made during his 

tenure as owner. Within the rear apartment of the house, there is a small 

square door in the wall behind the toilet in what is now a bathroom. Behind 

the wall lies a small crawlspace, barely visible through a crack in the wall 

from an adjacent room. Shelving on the wall in the small space suggests that 

it may have served an active use, potentially as a hiding place. Local lore 

conveyed by the owner alleges the home was put into use as a stop in the 

Underground Railroad. If true, such a site would certainly have to have been 

the work of T.B. Eldridge. 

 

While the serious study of Underground Railroad routes in western Mass and 

the Berkshires is relatively recent to the past few decades, the location of the 

house does make logical sense given what we now know of these routes. The 

house is set firmly along a route that was definitely used to transport escape 

slaves from identified hubs in Dalton and Lanesborough to New York. 

Another piece of supporting evidence is found in the Eldridge genealogy file at Taylor Memorial Library, 

which includes a notation that his father, Thomas (1778-1759) was an “abolitionist.” 

 

Beyond this, further substantiation of its status cannot be determined based on available information. A perusal 

of all relevant published papers and articles on Underground Railroad history pertaining to western 

Massachusetts are devoid of any mention of Hancock, and local Hancock librarians queried were similarly 

unaware of any connection. Due to the secretive nature of these activities, no doubt many locations remain 

unknown or unproven. Further evidence might only be possible through deeper physical examination of the 

space itself, which is not currently accessible.  

 

T.B. Eldridge died on June 25, 1878, and willed the farm to his niece and her husband- Charles H. Wells- with 

the specific provision that if they died without issue it would revert to his “natural heirs- except my brother 

Nathaniel- to him I give nothing.” His grave is located in the Ely Cemetery 

 

Marietta had married Charles Henry Wells (b.1842) in 1870, not long after he 

returned from service in the Civil War. By 1880, the marriage had produced two 

children, a daughter Sarah and a son George.  Together the family worked the farm, 

which at that time measured over 150 acres. They were active members of the local 

Baptist church, and Marietta became the first President of its women’s temperance 

group. 

 

By September 1890, Marietta began to decline from stomach cancer, and she passed 

away at home on November 5th. Her funeral was performed in the house by the 

Reverend A.B. Whipple, and it was remarked by many that “she has left a beautiful 

home,” according to the Pittsfield Sun.  

 

Charles, who at the time of her obituary is described as being “now quite ill, being 

worn with care and anxiety together with long continued ill health,” nonetheless 

survived her by nearly three more decades. In December 1891, he married Cornelia 

Smith of Pittsfield. In April 1893, they had a daughter, Grace Wells.  

 
Sarah Conklin, 1871-1956 



Charles died September 30, 1919, after which ownership of the farm passed to his 

first-born Sarah, and her husband William Conklin. The Conklins owned it only 

briefly, selling it in January 1922 to Robert & Mary Sewell.   

 

Robert Armstrong Sewell, born in England in 1869, was considered “one of the 

leading shipbrokers” of New York City, and a Vice President of Boyd, Weir & 

Jewell Inc. The Sewells lived primarily in Brooklyn, but Mary was from a large 

Hancock family, the daughter of Michael and Mary Dee. Her parents, then in their 

70s, would for the next few years come to be the primary year-round occupants of 

the house, which the Sewells christened with the name “Boothby” (sometimes 

alternately written as “Boothby Place” or, occasionally, “Boothbay”). 

 

The Dee family was prominent in town affairs. Michael, who emigrated from 

Ireland at 14, went on to run the largest farm in town. He served as a Selectman 

for many years, and previously as town auditor, treasurer, and assessor; other 

Dees also held a number of town jobs. Many members of the family were active 

in the state Republican Committee- except for their daughter Augusta Dee, who 

shocked many in 1935 when she became the Democratic state delegate. At this 

time, not only the Dee family but most of Berkshire County and virtually all of 

Hancock were devout Republicans. 

 

This political dimension may tend to cast some doubt on a rumored visit to Boothby by Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt that would be mentioned later on. In 1980, an estate sale held at the house (following the death of 

later owner George Whitman) would feature a half-smoked cigar said to have been left by Roosevelt on a visit 

to Robert Sewell. This item was one of many items auctioned off from Robert’s personal collection. While 

Roosevelt did make more than one visit to the Berkshires during his political career, no other supporting 

evidence can be found to support this passed-down claim. Like his wife Mary (Dee) Sewell, Robert was a 

practicing Republican, and no apparent connection to the Democrat politician could be found in records. 

Additionally, many social visits by less famous guests to Boothby were recorded in local newspapers, and it 

seems unlikely that a visit by someone of his prominence would have escaped such mention. 

 

The Sewells did make active use of the Boothby estate during summer seasons, and it was during these that the 

property first forged its strong connection with the local Agricultural Fair, of which Mary Sewell would serve 

as its inaugural and longtime chairperson. Later, her sister Augusta and future husband George Whitman 

would take over leadership roles in the organization, a relationship that would become more complicated in 

later years. 

 

Robert and Mary’s son John Dee Sewell bears mentioning, as he became a prominent reporter and then editor, 

serving with the New York Tribune, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, then Washington Times Herald, where he was 

credited with creating the conservative paper’s tabloid front-page style, one often copied. He died suddenly in 

Washington D.C. at age 29. 

 

Mary Dee passed away from pneumonia at Boothby on January 25, 1929, at age 76. Michael also died at the 

home a few years later, in 1937, at age 93. At the time, he was said to be the town’s oldest resident, and one of 

its most respected. He had been living with his daughter Augusta, along with a household servant Dorothy 

Overlook, and George Manns, a nephew of his wife who worked on the farm.  

 

Robert Sewell had passed a couple of years before his father-in-law, in 1934, leaving a substantial fortune to 

his wife, who lived for 30 more years after. A large contingent of businessmen and socialites made the trip 

from New York to the funeral held at Boothby.  

 

Mary Sewell continued to reside primarily in Brooklyn and summer in Hancock, where her sister Augusta 

("Gussie") lived and looked after the estate, some acres of which had been sold off by this time. Augusta had a 

Charles H. Wells, 1842-1919 



lifetime career as a teacher in Hancock schools, 

beginning at the Goodrich Hollow School in 

1914. She remained unmarried until her early 

50s.  

 

Curiously, the 1940 census lists Augusta at 

Boothby with an interesting mix of boarders- 

these included six elderly Shakers, and also her 

future husband, George Whitman.   

 

Like a number of facts about Augusta’s life, her 

courtship with George was of a somewhat 

unconventional nature. Not only was she first 

his landlady, she also replaced him at his job. 

Complaining of the stresses of the job (he also 

worked full time for the highway department) 

George resigned as Hancock's postmaster in 

1943. Augusta Dee was sworn in to the position 

to replace him, while continuing her work as a 

teacher. They were married 2 years later, despite 

a 20 year age difference. 

 

Augusta was legendary not only for great 

success as an educator in the village, but as the 

dynamic head of the growing agricultural fair in 

town, which was about to enter a most 

interesting and contentious phase. Beginning in 

1944, proposals to site a racing track in Hancock 

-first greyhounds, then horse racing- were met 

with considerable controversy. Fierce opposition 

from local clergy, Pittsfield politicians and 

others kept the push to establish racing in 

Hancock going in circles for years. Throughout, 

Augusta (now Whitman) remained central to the 

discussion, though she remained cagey, if not 

entirely-diplomatic. Since all of the proposals 

and applications for racing days in Hancock 

were tied to the fair, August remained in the mix 

despite an ever-changing cast of principals 

looking to capitalize on the idea.  

 

Her role in this 15 year period of controversial 

debate helped cement her local reputation as a 

difficult iconoclast- equal parts respected and 

disliked. “She has capabilities of being very 

unpleasant,” one resident was quoted in the Eagle as saying, “She has tongue-lashed a fair share of the 

population of Hancock on one occasion or another.” 

 

“As long as you don’t cross her you’re all right, but if you do God help you, because she’ll get you,” said 

another resident (anonymously). 

 

“I like fairs, I like horses, I like the out-of-doors and I like gambling,” Whitman responded simply to the paper 

(and general commentary) on the issue. 



 

Augusta was well-positioned when the Berkshire Downs race track did finally launch in 1960, with her as 

vice-president under former Senator Joseph Murphy. B.A. Dario soon came on as a managing partner and 

director. Other early investors included New England mafia figures Raymond Patriarca (family head) and 

Angelo Bruno, along with Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin. Indeed, the operation of Berkshire Downs kicked 

off a well-documented surge in mafia involvement that resounded through the Berkshires. Multiple unsolved 

homicides were speculated to have been gambling-debt related, and rumors of official corruption were rampant 

over the coming years. Notable public figures like Judge John Barry and future sheriff Carmen Massimiano 

attracted attention moon-lighting during Hancock’s 24-day annual racing cycle. By 1963, Pittsfield’s police 

department and city council were under investigation by the state. In 1968, a Pittsfield patrolman and several 

other locals were busted in a stolen car ring along with Vincent “Fat Vinnie” Teresa, an underboss for the 

Patriarca family. Teresa’s decision to turn informant while awaiting trial in Pittsfield resulted in 50 indictments 

and countless additional leads that ultimately decimated the Rhode Island-based mafia, and is the subject of at 

least two books. 

 

In 1964, Mary Sewell died in Brooklyn, and the former “Boothby” property passed to Augusta. She sold 

portions of the land off, paring the estate to about 39.1 acres. These and other real estate deals, along with 

shrewd stock market moves and racing profits made Mrs Whitman a very wealthy schoolteacher by the end of 

her career.  Her financial contributions helped the Democratic party -for which she continued to be a major 

organizer and donor in the region- make significant inroads in western Massachusetts during the 1960s. 

 

Augusta managed to avoid too much entanglement in Berkshire Downs publicity and legal affairs, though she 

was called to testify in hearings in 1963. At that time, she had recently sold off all shares she owned in the 

raceway to her husband, to avoid any “conflict of interest” stemming from her presidency of the Berkshire 

County Fair Association. She continued to helm that organization until her death in 1972, after which she was 

succeeded by her husband George. While the racing lost money annually throughout its 15-year run, the 

separate fair organization did well. Augusta was paid $5,000 annually for her services.  

 

Augusta died at 85 just shortly after the 1972 presidential election. A rare Catholic in Hancock, she was buried 

in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Pittsfield. George continued to work for the town as foreman of the town’s 

highway department until 1977. He continued as president and treasurer of the fair, alongside fellow officers 

John Barry and Dr. Kirvin of Pittsfield, until his resignation in 1979, just months before his shocking sudden 

death.  

 

The body of 73 year old 

George Whitman was 

discovered on February 1 

by his mail carrier and 

life-long friend, William 

Hicks. Whitman was lying 

on the kitchen floor of his 

home, with three .22 

caliber bullets in his chest. 

A wallet was missing 

from his pocket, but 

nothing else in the home, 

which contained extensive 

valuables, was missing or 

touched.  

 

 

Perhaps in contrast to his 

departed spouse, no one in 
257 Main St- as it appeared at the time of the murder, in 1980 



town could think of anyone who disliked George. Burglary was ruled out as a motive, and while investigation 

was still limping along as late as the summer of 1980, no motive or worthwhile leads were ever uncovered. 

While suspicions connected to his longtime connection to Hancock racing and its known mob connections, no 

clear line could be drawn to his untimely death. He had resigned from the organization in September 1979, and 

in any case the horse racing component attached to the fair had ceased in 1976. The case remains unsolved to 

this day. 

 

The property passed to his niece, Mary Dee Shapiro, who put the house and all contents of the estate up for 

auction in August 1980. Everything sold except the house. 

 

Armand and Kathleen “Honey” Quintal finally purchased the property from Shapiro in October of that year. 

The Quintals had a full house, and they liked it that way. In addition to 5 children from Kathleen’s previous 

marriage, and 2 from their own, the Quintals also fostered children temporarily. In 1985, with only the two 

most recent children (Amanda and Marguerite, 12 and 9) left at home, the Quintals adopted 5 more children 

from one family in Ohio. The many children and animals on the property made for a bustling environment, 

much like the Quintals had cultivated on their previous farm in Cummington. 

 

Armand was a graduate of the former Oblate College, and its president from 1969-1971.  In the Berkshires, he 

served as a human rights coordinator for BFAIR, and also worked with several local organizations helping 

disabled children. 

 

In November 1992, a barn on the property caught fire. Firefighters from 4 towns battled the blaze, believed to 

be caused by 'spontaneous combustion,' immediately following the delivery of 500 bales of hay. Several 

horses, cows and goats housed in the barn were safely evacuated, and firefighters managed to save the adjacent 

barn from the flames. 

 

Later in the 90s, Amanda and Marguerite left for college, to Assumption and St. Michaels, respectively. In 

2003, Amanda married Bruce Gregorek of Bethesda, MD. The ceremony took place in New Lebanon, after 

which they returned to Bethesda. 

 

Armand Quintal had passed away the previous May at 66, at Berkshire Medical Center following an illness. 

Like many of its previous occupants, “Honey” Quintal passed away at home, on February 18, 2004, 

surrounded by her family. They left 12 children and nine grandchildren at the time of their deaths.  

 

Days before her death, a transfer of the house and remaining acres (portions had been sold in ’85 and ’96) to 

her daughter Amanda. Bruce and Amanda Gregorek came to be the next occupants, for a little over a decade. 

They raised three children there up until the late 2010s.   

 

In November, 2018, the Gregoreks sold the property to Lynn Mora, the present owner.  
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Architectural Style(s): Georgian

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Stone, Cut
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2. T n w n Hancock 

Street address M a i n Road 
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Use: original fc present Home 

Present owner George B . 'Whitman 

Open to public _JL!2 

i l e r s . 

Date 1771 Style G-eor-gian Colonial 

Source of date Present o w n e r 

Architect 

O R part of Area # 

3. CONDITION fecceUejj^ Good Fair Deteriorated Moved Altered Added. 

4. DESCRIPTION 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High (Regular) L o w Material 

Clapboard 

Stone and m o r t a r 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood Brick Stone Other 

ROOF:(Ridge Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard 
Tower Cupola Dormer windows ̂ Balustrades Grillwork 

C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 3 Center QSnd^XJnterior) Irregular 

STORIES: 1 © 3 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : ̂ Vings) E l i d e d * 

Cluster Elaborate 

P O R C H E S : 1 2(33 4 Enclosed P O R T I C O Sntrance Balcony 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front/side) Ornament. 

Entrance: Side /gro^(Center/Side" Details: ? w l n D o r l c columns each side of portico, 

Windows: Spacing:^legularlfIrregular Identicalj^aried^ 

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins (cornerboards^-

5. Indicate location of building in relation to 
nearest cross streets and other buildings 

6. Footage of structure from street. 

Property has k2?0 frontage on street 

Recorder Pat Bowman 

p o r H a n c o c k H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

Photo # 1 7 Date 7/23/75 

1 o»» SEE R E V E R S E SixJE 



R E L A T I O N O F S U R R O U N D I N G T O S T R U C T U R E 

1. Outbuildings S h o p , c r i b , smoke h o u s e , cow b a r n s , g a r a g e . 

2. Landscape Features: ̂ Agriculture^) Open Wooded ^^rde^^Formal/Informal} 
Predominant featured—' -fe^ge f a m h o u s ' H f ^ y f ieias^rrwanff^ i t . 
Landscape architect 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: (Colonial) Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard R o m . 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern ^ 

Use: (Residentiat)Commercial Religious Conditions: Excellent (Good) Fair Deteriorated 

GrVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme circled on front of form) 

The original o w n e r , Thomas B . E l d r i d g e , was an early s e t t l e r in 
H a n c o c k who had a large holding of land and at least two h o u s e s . His 
descendants were m a n y ; one of the b e s t - k n o w n was D e a c o n Lyman Eldridge 
who had large holdings of land throughout the valley,. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y A N D / O R R E F E R E N C E 

H i s t o r y of Berkshire C o u n t y . J . B . Beers C o . , New York C i t y , 1835. 
(North Adams public L i b r a r y . ) 

Talk w i t h the o w n e r . 

RESTRICTIONS . — 

OrioHnal Owner- T h o m a s B . E l d r i d g e A 
Page . N o r t h e r n Be rkshx re R e g i s t r v o f ^ 

R e c . #155 

F o r m B . 10M- 1 1 - 6 9 - 04 5 65 4 




























