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BUILDING HISTORICAL INVENTORY- Form B

Town/City:  Pittsfield, MA

Place: (neighborhood/village): “Pomeroy”

Address: 15 Laflin Terrace

Historic Name(s):  
“The Gables” /Laflin/Whitehead Estate (land)

Uses:Present: Residential/ Single Family

Original:   Residential/ Single Family

Date of Construction:  1924

Style/Form: Colonial

Living Area: 1,568 sq ft

Stories: 2

 Parcel:  0.1446 acres

Builder/Developer:  Harold Bridgman

Recorded by:   Joe Durwin
Organization:  Home Historian

Date :  Aug, 2021

Chronology of Ownership

1924- 1955: Harold Bridgman owns as rental property

1957- City of Pittsfield seizes property

1960- Catherine Drennan purchases from Pittsfield 

1992- Cynthia Litano purchases from Catherine 
Drennan

2001- Sold by Cynthia Litano to Heather McCusker 
(Williamson)

15 Laflin Terrace

Locus Map

 



Historical Narrative

15 Laflin Terrace was built in 1924 by developed Harold Bridgman on the former Laflin estate. Its primary original 
owner-occupant was Catherine Drennan, who resided there for 40 years.

Prehistory:
 
In  the  mid  1800s,  the  land  now  comprising  Laflin  Terrace  (and  Whitehead)
belonged to Thomas A. Gold, one of the most prosperous residents of Pittsfield at
that  time.  The adjacent  portion of  modern-day Pomeroy Avenue south  of  East
Housatonic was then known as Gold's Avenue.  Gold sold his land and a house
there to John and Martha Colby, who then operated a farm there until  the late
1880s, until the property was transformed into the Laflin family's summer estate.

George and Mary (Brewster) Laflin were part of the “Chicago Colony,” of Gilded
Age mansion-builders. While most of the wealthy cottagers in southern Berkshire
hailed from New York, most of those who built in Pittsfield came from Chicago high
society. Unlike many of these summer residents, George Laflin was actually born
in Pittsfield, before leaving to make his fortune in real estate in Chicag, after the
fire of 1871 (a street in Chicago still bears his name). 

His  wife  was  a  cousin  of  Mrs  Zenas  Crane,  and  the  Laflins  became  major
investors in the Crane & Co paper business in addition to their other holdings.  In
1890, Mary Laflin purchased land at the corner of East Housatonic Street  and Pomeroy's Avenue (despite being
known widely as the George Laflin estate, the deed was always in Mary's name). Construction of their summer home
began that year.

“The  Gables,”  sometimes  known  as  “Gray  Gables,”  was  built  incorporating  the  existing  Colby  farmhouse.  This
structure was moved to the east of the property, and then added to and expanded out and upward into a 3 story,
many-gabled structure with elements from multiple architectural styles.  The Berkshire County Eagle called it “one of

the  most  striking  and  commodious
residences  in  Pittsfield.”  As  such,  it
was  the  site  of  various  social
functions,  and  visited  by  numerous
distinguished guests during Summers
spent there.

Following the death of Mary Laflin in
1904,  the  house  was  transferred  to
her  daughter,  Grace  Laflin  White-
head,  and  her  husband  Elisha
Whitehead.  George  died  three  years
later.  The  Gables  continued  as  the
Whitehead summer residence for the
next 15 years, until Grace Whitehead
was killed in a tragic accident in New
York  City  in  1919.  While  watching a
parade,  another  parade-watcher  fell
from a 5th story roof above; he landed
on White-head, killing her instantly. 

The estate was quickly snapped up in
1920 by Harold Bridgman, a prolific developer responsible for a number of local neighborhoods built in the early to
middle 20th century. Within a year, the Gables had been dismantled and razed; the land was subdivided into 20 lots
across two new streets, “Whitehead” and “Laflin,” and new homes had begun being erected by early 1921. 15 Laflin
was built in the 2nd wave of Bridgman's houses, though still incorporating lumber from the The Gables. Brick salvaged
from its many large chimneys was also employed in several places.  It was built in 1923-1924, and first occupied by
Albert C. Hyatt. 

Hyatt was the manager of J.G. Riga & Sons, an automobile accessory store on North Street. He rented, not owned the



house, which unlike other houses on Laflin Terrace, remained the property of Harold Bridgman long after it was built.
At the time, the address of the house was “13 Laflin.” From 1926-1927, it would be changed to “7 Laflin, before finally
being changed to 15.

After Albert Hyatt, the house was rented for a single year by Alfred Thomas, manager of the
Berkshire Buick Co on West Street, and his wife Edith. In 1931 the Hyatts were followed by
Gladys and Harry Brigham.  Born in Brooklyn, Harry Brigham had worked for the Eaton
Paper Company, Pittsfield's 2nd largest employer, since 1903. He'd risen up in the company
and by 1932 had become a vice president. Later he became manager of Crane & Co's
stationery division. He was a major force in local business and community affairs and a
trustee of numerous organizations. While living at Laflin Terrace, he served as a president
of the Pittsfield Chamber of Commerce and acted as director of the local Community Fund. 

Gladys Brigham would have even more lasting impact on
civic organizations. Two years before they came to live on
Laflin  Terrace,  she  had  helped  form the  Pittsfield  Junior
Auxiliary,  which  would  soon  qualify  in  the  National
Association  of  Junior  Leagues,  a  local  chapter  which
continues today. In 1934, she was recognized as one of 34
outstanding Junior Leage members in the country. In '79, a
Junior  League project  at  Girls  Inc was dedicated as the
Gladys  Brigham  Childrens  Center;  in  2011,  the  entire
facility would come to bear her name post-humously. In the 1940s, Gladys became
executive director of the Community Chest and the Council of Social Agencies, as they
merged together into United Community Services, which in 1972 would become the
United  Way of  Berkshire  County.   She  served  on  the  boards  of  numerous  other
organizations:  Berkshire  Historical  Society,  Visiting  Nurses  Association,  First
Congregational's Executive Committee, and at City Savings Bank, became the first
female trustee.

The Brighams were followed by another brief tenancy- Angie Colton, the 76 year old
widow of Edward Colton, of Dalton. Colton lived there only a couple of months, before
passing away there on March 15, 1936.

The next tenants appear to have been Alexis and Catherine Garin from 1937 to 1938.
Alexis immigrated to the US in the early 1920s, then spent 38 years working as a

development engineer at G.E. Catherine (Boutaroff), born in St. Petersburg, also left post-revolution Russia a few
years later. They met in Pittsfield, as attendees of St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church. They had a single daughter,
Vera.

In 1939, the house was rented by Harry Smith, a furrier, and his wife Rachel. Born in
Poland in 1901, Smith immigrated to Pittsfield with his brother in 1921. He worked in
the fur department of England Brother's and other stores for several years. Harry met
Rachel (maiden: Goldstein) in Georgia, where he married her in 1934. Two months
later, they opened a fur shop at 270 North Street, which remained until  1970. The
Smiths were active in Knesset Israel, where Harry served on the board for a number
of years.

Following Smith, Catherine R. Drennan moved in. She would continue to occupy the
house for the next four decades.

Born in Pittsfield to William  and Mary Rice Cullen, Catherine Regina Cullen was a
1918 graduate of the North Adams Teachers College (now MCLA), and served as a
teacher at Crane School for several years. There she supervised many school clubs,
and was well-liked at school and in the community. At least 5 bridal shower parties and
teas  were  thrown for  her  by friends  and co-workers  before  her  1932 marriage to
James Drennan. 

James Drennan was the director of the newly opened Drennan Funeral home on First
Street; he was 35 when he married Catherine, then 31. They lived together at 199
Pomeroy Avenue, where they had their first child, Patricia, in March of 1934. A son,
James Drennan Jr, followed a little over a year later. In 1937, the Drennans acquired a



building at 20 Willis Street, moving in upstairs above the relocated funeral home.

In April 1948, James died at 52, after an
unspecified serious illness of two months.
Catherine  took  over  management  of  the
Drennan  Funeral  Home  from  1948  to
1950,  at  which  time  she  returned  to
teaching,  this  time  at  Egremont  Elem-
entary. 

Her children were near grown and heading
off to schools when she began renting 15
Laflin  Street  from  Harold  Bridgman  in
1952. 

James  began  attending  Cranwell  Prep-
aratory School  in  Lenox that  September,
as Patricia returned to for her second year
at  Trinity  College,  where  she  was
president  of  the  Literary  Society,  Junior
class treasurer, and a writer for the college
paper.

Catherine  continued  renting  at  15  Laflin
Terrace for the first few years. In 1957, the
city  took  title  to  the  property  over
approximately  in  back  taxes  ($29.85  a
year)  owed  since  1955.  Drennan
continued  living  there  while  the  slow

process  of  the  city  processing  and  auctioning  the  property  ground  on,  then
purchased it from the city in December 1960.

By this time, Patricia had since graduated Trinity, where she spoke at commencement, and James Jr had finished his
bachelor's degree and gone on to medical school at Cornell. 

Catherine taught at Egremont Elementary for several more years, retiring at the close of
the 1969 school year. Little more about her life after retirement is recorded in the local
records. After college, Patricia returned to living at 15 Laflin for a time. Following in her
mother's  footsteps,  she  taught  at  Allendale  Elementary  for  9  years  after  graduating
Trinity. She became heavily involved in community organizations; she chaired the local
Literary Club and later she would serve as president of the Junior League. She moved
out to marry Michael Woodlock in August, 1963.

 
In 1992, Catherine Drennan sold the
property to Cynthia Litano. Originally
from Lanesborough  (maiden  name”
Howarth,  Cynthia  lived  at  15  Laflin
Terrace  with  her  teenage  son,
Nicholas. 

Nicholas  played  varsity  sports  and
was  co-captain  of  its  basketball
team,  as  well  as  vice-president  for
the class of '99. After graduation, he
entered Skidmore College. 

Cynthia  placed  the  house  on  the
market  the  following  year,  and  in

January 2001 it sold to Heather McCusker (Williamson), who was
serving at that  time as district  aide to State Representative Peter Larkin She currently
resides there (2021) with her husband, Shelby Williamson. 

1955 Sanborn Map- 
15 Laflin shown in 
center






















