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200 East Street ~ Lenox, Massachusetts 

200 East Street in Lenox was constructed by the first major settler of East Street, 
Josiah Osborn, and was occupied by the Osborn family for its first 100 years. 
Built in 1789, it is the oldest house on the street. 

— 

The land on which the house and surrounding neighborhood are now situated 
was first occupied by Daniel Wilson in 1770, who purchased it from the Joseph 
Dwight estate, from land granted to Col. Elijah White by the General Court. 
Within the first year, though, he sold more than half of it to Josiah Osborn 
(1746-1830). By 1786 Osborn would own all the rest of the 90 acre tract.  
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Osborn and his wife Hepzibah [Olmsted] (1751-1841), married in Ridgefield 
Connecticut the year before, first settled on a log cabin near the northwest corner 
of the land in 1773. In 1785-86, Osborn built and occupied a second log cabin on 
what is now East Street. His third residence on the property was a frame house 
built in 1789, which survives today as 200 East Street.  

While living in the first log cabin, Josiah twice answered the call for local militia in 
the American Revolution. As he trekked to Bennington in 1777 to oppose General 
Burgoyne's forces, Hepzibah bundled up their two young children and core 
possessions in an ox cart and stayed with a neighbor, in case of reprisals on this 
area if Burgoyne were triumphant. 

In September of 1789 
they moved into their 
final house [200 East 
St] and on September 
22, 1789 Hepzibah 
gave birth there to their 
son Ezra. By 1800, the 
J o s i a h O s b o r n e 
household numbered 8 
people.  

Josiah added a cider 
mill around 60 yards 
northeast from the 
house, producing for 
the next 25 years from 
the apple orchards he 
planted around the 
property. About 45 
yards north of the 
house he built a barn, 
with a 50 foot cow-
house attached to it. A wagon shed stood just east of what is now the kitchen 
doorway, and a blacksmith shop located about 30 yards southeast of the house 
was in use until 1830. 

Josiah and Hepzibah produced two daughters and six sons. The eldest, Josiah 
Osborn Jr, took over running the farm in 1808, but he gave it up shortly after and 
it passed to the youngest son, Ezra, around 1812. His ownership came with the 
responsibility to financially care for Josiah, Hepzibah, and Josiah's mother Sara 
Osborn who lived there. In his 1821 will, which leaves most of his holdings to 
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buried at Church on the Hill Cemetery, in Lenox
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Ezra and Josiah, he specifically grants Hepzibah full use and rights to the south 
front room of the house, along with shared use of the front entry, the outside yard 
and well.   

Ezra made some changes to the property during his tenure as owner. He tore 
away a stoop on its east side and built a kitchen and woodhouse there in 1826, 
and added a new barn about 20 yards east of the main house. He moved the old 
barn and cowhouse between them, creating a row of buildings 186 feet long. This 
configuration remained until 1872. A variety of other outbuildings came and went 
in the early 1800s- including a tinner's shop across the street (Ezra practiced this 
trade before taking up the farm), as well as a goldsmith & watch shop built in 

1804 for Ezra's brother David.  

In February 1821, Ezra married 
Thalia Kellogg. They had two 
sons, Oliver (in 1823) and 
Charles Sabin (1827). In 1830, 
Josiah passed away in his 80s; 
Hepzibah lived on to 1841.  

In 1849, Ezra gave to Oliver 3 
acres to the north of the 
property, where he built a 
house. The same year, the 
Housatonic Railroad was built 
across the east end of the farm, 
breaking off around 20 acres 
which was deeded to Daniel 
Hogan. 

The Osborne (an E was added 
by this time) holdings in the 
vicinity was a little over half its 
original 90 acres in 1871, at the 
time of Ezra's death. It was 
divided equally between Oliver 
and Charles, with the latter 
living in the main house built by 
his grandfather, and Oliver 
further north along East Street.  
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Charles S. Osborne made some significant alterations to the property, removing 
its old chimney and renovating the rooms. He added the gable to the front of the 
house in 1872, and piazzas to the north and south ends.  

The Eagle called C.S. Osborn "an old and prominent citizen of the town." He was 
a member of two masonic lodges, the Evening Star lodge in Lee as well as the 
Berkshire Commandery. A lifelong bachelor, he died in 1894, at the age of 67. 

Five years before his death, in 1889, Charles built a house joining onto that of his 
brother Oliver and sold the old family homestead, with 25 acres, to Martin 
Finaghty. Finaghty was a respected arborist and florist who occupied the house 
and quickly converted the farm it into Overdale Nurseries. 
 

As Overdale Nurser ies, 
Finaghty converted existing 
outbui ld ings and added 
g r e e n h o u s e s p a c e . I n 
November 1889 it's reported 
he purchased more than 
20,000 trees and shrubs from 
the best nurseries around 
New England. An additional 
structure was erected in 
1 8 9 4 . T h e E a g l e s a i d 
Finaghty had "one of the best 
c o n s e r v a t o r i e s i n t h e 
country." For a time, he also 
served as Tree Warden for 
the town of Lenox, in addition 
to managing the landscaping 
at the Allen Winden estate. 

Martin and his wife Elizabeth 
had th ree daugh te rs - 
C a t h e r i n e , H e l e n , a n d 
Elizabeth, along with a son, 
John.  The 1900 census lists 
another individual boarding 
w i t h t h e m , E b e n e z e r 
Granger. By 1910, the 

Finaghty family moved to Boston, where Martin was employed in landscaping by 
the city. 
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In early 1909 Frank Tompkins, a Wall 
Street financier with a summer home 
in Lenox, purchased 42 acres of 
Finaghty and (Oliver) Osborne land 
with the idea to subdivide it into small 
building lots. Plans were drawn up and 
approved for “Lenox Heights,” a 
densely packed cluster of residential 
streets meant to host 155 houses. 

In early September 1909, the first lots 
were offered at a two-day auction. 
Free lunch and souvenirs were 
provided, while a 14 piece orchestra 
provided musical entertainment. The 
event was said to be well attended, 
with nearly half the lots sold. Richard 
S. Tobin of Texas secured a significant 
number of the lots, for which street 
grading had begun and connection of 
water, sewer, and electricity was 
promised to soon follow. A news item shortly after relates “The development and 
improvement of Lenox Heights promises to be rapid and important. Several 
houses will probably be started at once while a large number will be erected the 
coming season.” 
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The property that is now 200 East Street (formerly numbered 156 East Street) 
was marked as lots 118-120 on the new land plan for Lenox Heights. In March of 
1910, these lots were sold to Willoney Welch along with some adjacent property 
on what would eventually become Morgan Street.  

Welch worked as a grounds-person and superintendent on several major 
estates, including management of the Sloane estate that became Cranwell 
School, where his wife also later worked. He married Alice Freeley, and together 
had five children: Willoney A., James, Alice, Catherine and Mary. Willoney moved 
to California; their daughters married August Bailly of Lenox, Frank Browne of 
Thompsonville, Connecticut, and Harry Gibbons of Cincinnati.  

At the time of Willoney's death (at 184 Housatonic Street, age 90) he had 15 
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. Alice died a few years earlier, in 1963, 
at age 81. 

In 1924 Welch sold the property to Joseph & Elsie (Provost) Faivreau 
(sometimes spelled Favreaut). Elsie's sister and her husband, John Quinlan, 
purchased from Welch the lots behind the house, at what's now 12 Morgan 
Street. 

Just prior to their purchase, Joseph worked at the barber shop /pool room on 
Main Street, then got a job at the Valley Mill. In 1936, they took out a mortgage 
from Lenox Savings Bank. The timing turned out poor, in retrospect; Joseph died 
suddenly of a heart attack in 1937. Elsie died decades later, in 1959. 
Communicants of St Ann's, they are buried at St Joseph's Cemetery in Pittsfield. 

The bank took possession of the house shortly after, and sold it later that year to 
Lester Haon. Lester was a filer at General Electric at the time; he and his wife 
Shirley lived there with their three young daughters, Marilyn, Beverley and 
Sherrill, as well as Lester's mother Catherine and 20-something brother Morton.  

In early 1944, Lester Haon sold the house to Milton & Virginia Sample and 
moved to Dalton. Milton was a noted boxer in the 20s and 30s. Northern 
Berkshire had a booming boxing scene at the time, and Adams-born "Young 
Sample" fought 52 recorded professional bouts between 1928 and 1933. His 
scores and opponents are listed on BoxRec.com, his record a fairly even mix of 
wins and losses, with a peak around 1929-1930. 

In June 1931, he was close to a significant area tragedy, when a woman he was 
dating was slain by another well-known boxer.  Clayton Utting of Syracuse shot 
Evelyn Medlock dead in her father's Church Street home, then turned the gun on 
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himself. It was believed that Utting, her ex-lover, killed her in a fit of jealousy 
because she was seeing Sample. Milton, along with Evelyn's father, were the first 
to discover the bodies.  

After this, he only fought a few more times, his last bout a loss to George 
Bernhard in 1933. In 1935, he received a bad eye injury in an accident while 
working as a CCC foreman, and nearly lost the eye. He married Virginia Marie 
Bernadette Garneau (b. 1911) from Adams, and in 1944 the moved into 200 East 
Street (156 East Street). Virginia was a 1930 graduate of St. Joseph's High 
School in Pittsfield, and a nurse. She worked for Elder Services for many years, 
and was a  Cub Scout leader and volunteer for the Red Cross and Berkshire Hills 
Regional School District. 

Milton and Virginia raised 5 children at the East Street house- sons Milton Jr, 
Nelson Lee, Meredith Miles, and William, and daughter Virginia Anne. The family 
were communicants of St Ann's Church in Lenox. 

In his later years, "Young Sample" coached youth boxing for the Knights of 
Columbus while working days for the town of Lenox. He enjoyed being 
remembered by fans from his boxing days, and appeared in occasional local 
variety show fundraisers. He died unexpectedly at home, late the night of 
December 6, 1972. 

In 1978, Virginia transferred ownership to her surviving children (Milton Jr died in 
1975). Three years later, it was transferred to the youngest son, William, and his 
wife. William, then 26, had been married in '78 to Linda Susan Seitsinger. 

William spent some time working as a civilian for the Marine Corps Community 
Services in Japan, in broadcasting and marketing, then as a driver for nearby 
Calgari Hardware store in Lenox. He raised 2 sons and 5 daughters at the East 
Street house over the course of two marriages, the second being to Cynthia 
Martin in 1992. 

In 1996, the address of the Osborne homestead changed from 156 to 200, in a 
re-numbering of Lenox streets. In 2005, William and Cynthia Sample moved to 
Housatonic Street, where he died 9 years later. He sold the home where he'd 
been born 50 years earlier to Christy Thorne. 

Christy Lynn Thorne was in her late 30s when she purchased the house. A native 
of Stockbridge, she spent some of her teen years at the Thornewood Inn, which 
her parents created out of a private home in 1983. Christy spent some time 
acting in local theatre productions.  
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In 2006, Thorne added her partner Kelly Hagan, to the deed. Kelly was a sous 
chef and a musician performing at a variety of local venues. Over the next few 
years, Christy and Kelly co-ran The Point, the restaurant at Thornewood Inn.  

In 2016, Thorne and 
H a g a n s o l d t h e 
property to Chalsea 
L i n & R e y n o l d 
Trowers for $325,000, 
about twice the price it 
was purchased for 
just over a decade 
earlier.  

Reynold Trowers, MD, 
is a doctor formerly at 
Harlem Hospital's ER. 
Since 2012, he has 
served as Director of 
E d u c a t i o n a n d 
Training for New York 
City Health/Harlem, 
a c c o r d i n g t o h i s 
L inkedIn account . 
Cha lsea L in i s a 

Physicians Assistant with NYC Health and Hospitals Corporation since 2011.  

They currently reside in Demarest, New Jersey. After less than three years 
ownership, they sold the former Osborne house to Margot and Karlis Kirsis, the 
present owners, in September 2019. 
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