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NARRATIVE


3180 Hancock Road was built by Benjamin T. Whitman apparently sometime in the 1830s. 
Once part of a much larger tract, it served as a successful farm for three generations of 
Whitmans.


~ 
Benjamin Tanner Whitman was born in 1794 West Greenwich, Rhode Island, to Rhodes 
Whitman (/ Wightman) and Mary Tanner. Around or shortly after 1800, he came with his parents 

and five siblings to Hancock, 
then Stephentown (Rhodes 
eventually owned land on 
both sides). At the time 
Rhodes moved to Hancock, 
his family had been in Rhode 
Island more than 130 years, 
since his great-grandfather 
arrived in Quidnessett from 
England. 


From Rhodes (1762-1826)  
descended several lines of 
Whitmans in the area, and a 
number of his descendants 
can still be found there today. 
His children included Henry, 
Daniel, Benjamin, Phebe, 
Lydia, Sally and Samuel. They 
attended the Baptist church 
presided over by Rev. Clark 
Rogers, who was also from 
West Greenwich.


Benjamin married Catherine 
Corey, whose parents Abel 

and Abigail had settled in Hancock from Rhode Island in 1780. When his father died in 
Stephentown in 1826, Benjamin inherited 80 acres of land from him, half in New York and half 
in Hancock. 


Daniel Whitman was born in 1827, the next eldest Andrew in 1832. It appears that Benjamin 
may have built the farm house that still stands on Route 43 sometime not long after.  Town 
assessors records list a building date of 1862, probably based on a cursory review by a 
member of the Historical Society in the 1970s attributes its origin to Daniel Whitman. However, 
examination of the 1858 Berkshire County atlas shows the “B.T. Whitman” house in the 
identical location where later maps would depict the Daniel Whitman house, and Benjamin’s 
1863 Will describes the bequest of his existing house there to Daniel. These sources prove an 
earlier existence of the structure. The land on which his farm house resides is described as 
being purchased from Samuel W. Wilson. While such a deed is missing from records, the sale 
would most probably have occurred in the late 1930s.


B.T. Whitman House, 1858



The B.T. Whitman property at this time was primarily a sheep farm. The “sheep craze” of that 
era in central New England had swept Hancock, which by 1855 boasted more than 4,000 
Second and Merino sheep, more than any other town in Berkshire County.


Benjamin was a member of the Select Board in the 1850s, and he and William Hadsell were the 
ones to execute the controversial town meeting decision to dismantle the old church on Main 
Street and turn it into a Town Hall (later relocated). 


B.T. Whitman was living with Catherine and his two eldest sons, along with Ira Sweet, 26, at the 
time of the 1855 Massachusetts census.


Shortly after, Daniel married Charlotte Eleanor Dawley (1828-1886), daughter of Rodney and 
Elsie (Gardner) Dawley of Hancock, and granddaughter of another early Hancock Settler, Job 
Dawley. 


Benjamin died from “dropsy of the heart” in August 17, 1864. His will gives “to my sons Daniel 
and Andrew, my home farm including the mountain lot,” on condition they pay out 1200 and 
900, respectively, to sons Calvin and Ira. A March 28, 1868 deed transfers Andrew’s stake in 
the house to Daniel. At this time, the farm totaled 140.25 acres. 


Daniel’s first daughter by Charlotte, 
Jane, was born in 1861, followed by 
daughter Catherine in 1864. In the late 
1860s, Charlotte’s aging parents 
moved in with them in the farmhouse. 
In 1873, son James Daniel Whitman 
(sometimes alternately listed as just 
Daniel) was born on November 4.


Like his father, Daniel also served on 
the town’s Select Board, according to 
town Annual Reports from the 1890s. 
At other times, he is listed as receiving 
payments from the town for lumber for 
bridges, possibly from the “mountain 
l o t ” t h a t w a s i n c l u d e d i n h i s 
inheritance. He and Charlotte also 
produced a number of price-winning 
sheep and other prized farm products.

In 1882, Daniel is recorded paying $37 
dollars in local property taxes, which 
based on town tax rates at the time 
suggested his farm had a value of 
around $3700, making him about the 
30th largest property owner in 
Hancock.


His worth may have depreciated some 
by this time. By the late 1800s the 
sheep boom had receded considerably. 
This along with the failures of other 
major employers brought the 1880 
population to 642 persons, barely half 
the number (1,165) it boasted in 1820.


Daniel Whitman 1827-1909;  
Charlotte Dawley 1828-1886



In August of 1886, Charlotte died at home of typhoid; a little over a year later, September 1887, 
his daughter Catherine died there also, of consumption (tuberculosis). In 1892, Daniel 
remarried, to Caroline Green (1833-1918) of Stephentown. In 1900, the two were living alone at 
the homestead. Whatever farm help Daniel may have employed at the farm did not board with 
them.


April 20, 1909, Daniel fell ill. The 
81 year old was treated by town 
doctor C.A. Chaloner; he died on 
April 26. The cause of death was 
listed as “paralysis hemiplegia.” 
His total estate, which passed 
primarily to James Daniel, was 
valued at $5500. 


J. Daniel expanded the family 
farm, which had shifted more to 
dairy production, more than 
doubling it in 1910 with the 
purchase of  165.1 acres 
purchased from Thomas Larkin, 
land formerly belonging to Milton 
Pease.


J.D. Whitman had married at 22, 
to Ella Louise Eldridge (great-
g r a n d d a u g h t e r o f T h o m a s 
Eldridge [1734-1812], a founding 
settler of the town. Beginning in 
March 1895, they lived in a house 
somewhere nearby with his aunt, 
Lydia Whitman. The marriage 
lasted seven years, until Ella’s 
death in March 1902. They had 
no children.


He lived alone in his grandfather’s 
former house for several years, 
until he remarried in June 1916, to 
Jessie May Burdick.  Jessie, born 
1878, was the daughter of Hiram 
and Maria Burdick of Berlin, NY. 


He worked the large farm without 
regular farm help, according to his 

testimony when called as a juror in the trial for the Vincenzo Cresci murder trial in the summer 
of 1916. On learning that the panel would be sequestered, Whitman asked to be excused on 
the grounds “he owned a farm of 305 acres in Hancock, had nine cows and four horses and 
there was no one but his wife and himself to take care of the farm. Twice he indicates he has 
no hired hands at the farm, and is excused. 


Daniel Whitman Farm, Beers Atlas 1876



“They did not live long together, and she moved to the village, where she worked in the [Estes] 
mill,” town historian Nellie Cameron said of J.D. and Jessie’s marriage, which ended in the 
early 1920s.  


“Danny is well-remembered as a carefree, debonair person who was often seen racing his 
smart span of horses up and down the road in his shiny, stylish carriage,” Cameron wrote in    
Hancock Through the Years. 


Horses seem to have been his true passion, and in 1921 he sold the family homestead to 
pursue breeding, showing and instruction full time, at his new property Westbrook Farm. The 
sale may also have been prompted by the dissolution of his marriage with Jessie. J. Daniel 
retired in 1939 and died in Richmond in 1946. Jessie Burdick moved to Pittsfield in 1942, 
where she died in 1950.


Harvey Alderman became the new owner and proprietor.  Harvey was 40 at the time, born in 
Stephentown in 1881 to Zopher and Clara Aldermen. He married Alice Nancy Derby in Pownal, 
after living as a boarder in her house in Pittsfield prior to that, while working for Standard Oil.


They occupied the farm in August 1921. The 1930 census finds Harvey and Alice operating the 
property as a dairy farmer, with one nephew living with them- Fred Derby, age 11. In the 1930s, 
Harvey ran for Select Board, but was defeated by John Whitman.


The Alderman’s entertained reasonably frequently with sizable parties featuring various 
entertainment and games. A 73th birthday party for her mother Emma Derby in ’38, a

 party for New Year’s Eve 1940, a wedding reception for niece Geraldine Derby in July 1950, 
and a surprise birthday party for Alice Alderman in ’51, are just a few examples of a number of 
functions mentioned in the social pages. Not all were so merry: in August 1945 the home 
hosted a funeral service for Alice’s brother, Grover Derby.


In 1937, Alderman had a new chimney put on the house. The work was done by Austin 
Liebenow, according to a notation in the Berkshire Eagle. On May 14, 1938, a storm “of 
tornado intensity” which swept the area blew down a silo on the property.


The primary mentions of Mrs. Alderman in records are for her baking, which secured some sort 
of prize in fairs nearly every year.


In 1956, the Aldermans sold the house and 
about one half of its acreage to Victor & 
Theresa Monette. Harvey died of coronary 
thrombosis, July 23, 1963, at another 
address in Hancock.


Victor Monette was born in North Adams in 
1909, one of nine children of Medard and 
Aelina (LaCroix) Monette. He first worked for 
the Spofford Motor Company in North 
Adams, then in 1941 he went into business 
with Henry Koloc on a Texaco station and 
used car lot on the corner of River and 
Marshall Streets. In 1946, he and Henry 
Koloc opened Nash North Adams, a car 



dealership for the Nash Motors Company; in 
1957 it was changed to K&M Motors, when 
they moved to Main Street and began selling 
Ramblers.  He sold his interest in the 
business to Charles Norcross in 1959, after 
moving to Hancock, in order to establish his 
own used car dealership on the former 
Whitman farm.


In 1934 he married Theresa Repholz. I’m July 
1936, they had their first child, son Victor E. 
Monette Jr. Other children followed year 
later- son Donald in 1945, followed by 
daughter Kathleen in 1947. Youngest 

daughter Mary was born a year after they made 
the move to Hancock, in September 1957.  
Catholics, the family were communicants of St 
Joseph’s Church in Stephentown. Eldest son 
Victor later became a priest in Rome.


In 1960, Monette opened up “Victor Monette & 
Sons Used Cars” on the property he’d 
purchased from Alderman. It was shortened to 
“Son” after Victor entered the priesthood; son 
Donald, who married Marvel McDonald in 1963, 
worked there for his father. The business would 
operate on the property until 1980.

Pieces of the acreage were sold off at various 
points from the mid 1960s and early 70s, to 
various families: the Hartmans, the Chenails, 
the Dallymeyers. In 1982, they conveyed 
another 35 acres to Donald & Judy Leab.


Ad for Victor Monette & Sons, 1962



On January 13,1985, Theresa died in the home following a long illness. A few months later, 
Victor sold the final 1.27 acres -including the former Whitman house- to his daughter Kathleen 
for the price of $8,000. He continued to live there until his death in 1995.


Kathleen had been briefly married in 1967 to Thomas Meizinger, but the match was short-lived, 
and by 1970 had been dissolved. She worked for Sprague Electric in North Adams before 
training as a Nurse’s Aide. 


At the time she purchased the house from her father, she had been employed with the North 
Adams Regional Hospital for about 8 years


For a number of years, Kathleen was the last of the Monette family living in Hancock. Donald 
moved to the Williamstown side of Hancock Road, younger sister Mary relocated to Eugene 
Oregon. Brother Victor Monette Jr passed away in 2008 in Austin, Texas. In 2017, Kathleen 
sold the house, which had then been in her family just over 60 years, to Michael & Kristin 
Hickey, its present owners.




















