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The house at 75 East Main Street in Cheshire (Mass.) was built about 1870 for Patrick Callahan 
and his family, who owned it for over a century. Various Callahans who lived here were 
prominently involved in state and local politics with the Democratic Party, and longtime 
proprietors of the Cheshire Inn. 


~ 

Patrick W. Callahan was born in Ireland in 1815, son of Thomas and Mary. He and his wife 
Mary (Dooley) arrived in the U.S. with their children in 1860. They lived in Lanesborough in the 
1860s, making the move to Cheshire by 1870 and occupying a new house on East Main Street 
with their children: Michael (22), Ann (19), Ellen (17), Thomas (13), and John (11). Another grown 
son, Patrick Jr, had a house built adjacent to his father’s on East Main by 1876, according to 
the Beers Atlas published that year.


They built during a period of rapid growth along that corridor. The Richmond Iron Co began 
smelting in Richmond as early as 1829; in 1863 they added the Cheshire furnace just to the 
southeast of East Main Street. By 1885 they had rebuilt, enlarged and improved on all their 
buildings there. The company at that time produced 12,000 tons of iron annually and employed 
700 locals, according to the Gazeteer of Berkshire County (1885).  


Meanwhile, the Berkshire Glass Sand Co began building up around 1869. At its peak, it 
shipped 10,000 tons annually of their sand, which was pulverized in 3 mills on the premises, 
just east of the Callahan homesteads across the bridge. 


Callahan Homestead and Surrounding Neighborhood, 1876
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Mary Callahan passed away soon after their move to Cheshire. By the 1880 census, Patrick is 
living there with his son Michael and his wife Ellen (Dolan), who were married in the summer of 
1872. Michael and Ellen had four children also living with them by this time, Thomas (b. 1874), 
Patrick H. (b. 1878), John E. (b.1879), and Joseph (b.1880). In 1883, their daughter Mary 
A.Callahan is born in 1883. Another daughter, Ellen R., is born in 1888.


In January 1891, Patrick conveyed the deed to the house to his son Michael. His eldest son 
Patrick Jr died later that year.  On July 9, 1892, Patrick Sr passed away in his home at age 77, 
from chronic bronchial pneumonia. On July 12, the body was removed to Pittsfield, where 
“many friends” attended services before his burial at St Joseph’s cemetery, according to the 
Pittsfield Sun.


Michael added two additions to the property that can be seen by the time of the 1904 Barnes 
and Farnham Atlas: the ell addition to the rear of the house, as well as adding a barn to the 
northeast of the house.


Michael worked for the 
Boston & Albany railroad 
a lmost a l l h is l i fe in 
Chesh i re , i n va r i ous 
positions, eventually rising 
to Section Boss. By 1900, 
he and Ellen were 50 years 
old, living with their three 
youngest- John, Mary and 
Ellen- along with a boarder  
named John Kelley.


As early as 1880, Michael 
Callahan was Cheshire’s 
elected delegate to the 
c o u n t y D e m o c r a t i c 
committee. He continued 
to serve on local party 
committees into the 20th 
century.


In January 1913 Michael 
transferred the deed into 
his wife’s name. On March 
1, he died at home after a 
long battle with stomach 
cancer. His funeral was 
held at the Church of the 
Assumption in Cheshire, 
then burial in a family plot 
at Cheshire Cemetery.


“It was said of him that he was one of the most efficient at his work in the employ of the 
[rail]road. He was a man of unusual energy, possessed of a very agreeable disposition and at 
all times commanded the respect of his associates and subordinates,” wrote the Transcript in a 
news story announcing his death.


Callahan Homestead, 1904
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In the late spring of 1914, Ellen became ill as well. She deeded the homestead to daughter 
Mary Agnes in late July. On August 3, she died at the home. 


“She was a woman of many fine characteristics, and was highly esteemed by the townspeople 
of Cheshire,” her obituary stated. 


Michael and Ellen’s children would go on to also have significant roles locally in the Democratic 
Party, along with another major institution in town: the Cheshire Inn. The former landmark and 
social hub of the Scrabbletown part of Cheshire was owned and/or operated by three of his 
children over a half century. 


Thomas Callahan first leased the historic Cheshire Inn in 1895 from T.P. Welch, and later came 
to own it. The well known structure, which was demolished in 2013, was already a century old 
when Thomas bought into it (initially with other partners). Built as a house by Captain Daniel 
Brown in 1797, it is said that Cheshire’s famed “Mammoth Cheese” for Thomas Jefferson was 
pressed into shape at the cider mill there. 



In 1899 his brother Patrick 
quit his job for the railroad 
and went to work for 
Thomas. After Thomas 
died in an auto accident in 
1910, Patrick H. took over 
running the Inn for the 
next three and a half 
decades, though for some 
of that time his sister Mary 
held ownership. His other 
s i s t e r E l l a a s s i s t e d 
working the business.


The Inn had a colorful 
h i s t o r y u n d e r t h e 
Callahans’ management. 
T h e l a t e 1 8 9 0 s s a w 
multiple liquor raids made 
o n t h e p r o p e r t y. I n 
December 1898, Thomas 
w a s a r r e s t e d f o r 
contraband along with 
another proprietor, Blush, 
a n d a n u n n a m e d 
employee. A fourth man, 
John Boulger, fled the 
scene. “Beer, whiskey and 
various other liquors were 
seized” and loaded onto a 
wooden sleigh, according to the North Adams Transcript.


Callahan was brought to Adams and charged but later released. Less than three weeks later, 
the Inn was shot up by three men from Adams and Cheshire who’d been tossed out drunk 
around midnight. Moments later, they smashed out the front windows with stones and fired at 
least three bullets into the establishment. The sometimes rough reputation of the place did 

Cheshire Inn -1973. Mass. Hist. Commission
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nothing to politically damage Thomas, who was elected again a delegate for the state 
Democratic caucuses a few months later. 


In fact, the Inn itself often was used as a de facto local campaign headquarters in the 
Berkshires for Democratic gubernatorial candidates. This went on for many years through both 
Thomas and Patrick’s tenure.


Though Thomas was ultimately granted the town’s only license to serve alcohol, he sometimes 
ran askance of its stipulations. In 1902, he was again brought up on charges for serving on 
Sunday. It would be far from the last legal troubles for the Callahans associated with the Inn. 
Patrick would see more liquor raids in the 1920s, and gambling raids in the1930s. In ’37, he 
was fined after a sting found Callahan was keeping a “horse room” for registering illegal horse 
racing bets. Like his brother, his legal troubles at the Inn did not keep him from being “active in 
all county and state Democratic affairs,” according to the Transcript. He was also a life member 
of the North Adams Elks lodge. 

Patrick sold the Inn in 1945, and moved back into his childhood home, now occupied by his 
sister Ella and her husband, Alfon Yurkee, along with Mary.


Mary Agnes Callahan, who worked as a schoolteacher in town, had owned the house since 
1914. Her younger sister had also been a schoolteacher in Cheshire for a time, until her 
marriage at age 27. On Thansgiving Day, 1915, Ella married Alfon Yurkee, with whom she’d 
been classmates at Adams High School. Yurkee worked at the General Electric in Pittsfield, 
where he would eventually become a foreman in the power transformer division. The 
newlyweds took up residence at the Callahan homestead, and lived together there with Mary 
for the next 30 years.


Life seems peaceful for the trio living there. In the summers of 1919 and 1920 they boarded 
some “Fresh Air” children, part of a program for urban youth to live and work in rural 
communities seasonally. 


They were visited many times for extended periods by close friends from New Jersey, Mr and 
Mrs John Coyle from Passaic (later Newark). According to newspaper blurbs, the Coyles 
stayed for a week to two at the East Main Street house nearly every year in the 1920s-1930s, 
and continued to be a presence there in the 1940s. Apparently close friends of the family, they 
were the only non-immediate family present at a birthday party thrown for Patrick in 1936.


In November 1930, the family saw some excitement when an alarm went off in a storehouse 
Mary owned across from the Inn. Two culprits were caught by state police following the 
attempted larceny: Peter Garrone of Long Island, and a New York State gangster of some 
celebrity: Joseph “Joey” Green. A prominent figure in the Albany underworld, the dapper Joey 
Green had become a darling to media two years earlier. In March 1928, he was “taken for a 
ride” by some Albany men and shot seven times (some sources claim 14) in the legs, chest and 
face and left for dead. Green somehow survived the incident, and after 6 months in the hospital 
was back to rum-running by that fall. His break-in to Callahan property in Cheshire earned him 
a two year sentence in Pittsfield’s House of Corrections. 


1946 was not an easy year for the household. Patrick H. died there on the afternoon of October 
8, at age 69. Like his father and grandfather, his body would lie in state for three days at the 
Callahan homestead prior to funeral rites and burial, in the Cheshire Cemetery. Just one month 
later, on November 9, 58 year old Alfon Yurkee took ill.  He spent several weeks in the House of 
Mercy in Pittsfield for a liver condition, to which he finally succumbed on December 18. His 
funeral was held there at the home on December 21.
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Ella Yurkee passed away in July 1961 at St Luke’s hospital in Pittsfield, and as with other family 
members was brought to the family homestead for viewing for a three day period before the 
funeral. The Rosary Sodality, of which she and her sister were members, came on the 2nd 
evening to recite the rosary. 


Her estate of $99,000 passed to her sister Mary, who continued to occupy the house for seven 
more years. Mary Callahan passed away at Plunkett Hospital in Adams on June 30, 1968. 
Unlike much of her family, her calling hours were held at the Dery Funeral Home in Cheshire.


Inheriting from his sister, the next sibling to 
occupy the family homestead on East Main was 
John E. “Jack” Callahan. Like his father, John 
worked a forty year career for the Boston & 
Albany Railroad. He was the most involved in 
politics of any of the family, serving on the 
Select Board on and off from 1926 to the late 
1950s. He also served many times on the town 
Democratic nominating committee, six years on 
the School Committee, and multiple terms on 
the town’s Licensing Board.


The Licensing role became controversial in 
1935, when a tavern owner named Cyril Le 
Beau who had been denied a license renewal 
accused Callahan of a conflict of interest. 
Callahan, who’d approved an alcohol license 
renewal for his brother Patrick’s establishment 
the same night, blamed the rejection on 
inadequate heating appliances in the kitchen. 
Others offered an alternate interpretation:


“According to reports from Cheshire, from 
friends of Mr Lebeau, the move to oust Mr. 
Lebeau from the wine and beer business has 
been underway for some time underneath the 
surface,” wrote the Transcript.


Callahan was chairman for many of his terms 
on the Select Board, and continued in town 
service for a number of years after his 1948 
retirement from the railroad. In his introduction 
to the town’s 1962 Annual Report, then Select 
Board chair Thomas Curtin called him “one of 
the foremost officeholders in the town’s 
history.”


“His great love for Cheshire,” Curtin continued, 
“the keen interest in its advancement, 
especially in the progress of all branches of its 
government, has been perhaps the outstanding 
trait in his entire public career.”


He married Anna V. Delaney in 1911, and in 

Born there in 1879, John was the 5th 
Callahan to hold the deed in 1968
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1917 she gave birth to John E. Callahan Jr. An only child, John Jr would eventually attend 
Fordham University and return to work as a chemist at GE for about a decade, then teach in 
Cheshire and Adams schools. He pre-deceased his father, passing at 55 in 1966. Anna 
Callahan had passed in 1952 at St. Luke’s after a short illness.


Around a year prior to his death, in November 1968, Callahan was honored with a testimonial 
at Green Acres Fireside Inn, attended by around 300 people. At 89, he was considered the 
town’s oldest resident at that time. In October 1969 he died at a nursing home in Williamstown. 


Two months before, in September 1969, John had willed the family homestead to his grand-
daughter, Ann Callahan, and her husband Kenneth Mastroianni.  


Ann was a graduate of the College of New Rochelle with a Masters degree from UMASS, 
working as an editor at GE. In 1966 she married Mastroianni, a biology teacher who worked 
with her father at Adams High. 


After less than 5 years there, the Mastroannis sold the property to Alfred and Victoria 
(Adamczyk) Moulen, closing a chapter of family ownership that lasted more than a century. 
They now reside on Maple Drive in Cheshire.


Alfred Moulen, an employee of the UPS at the time, purchased the home in April 1976, 
relocating from a house on State Street in North Adams purchased 4 years earlier. Their 
daughter Tracy had been born the a few months later. In December of ’76 year came the birth 
of their son Todd. 


In their East Main Street 
h o m e , t h e M o u l e n s 
celebrated many milestones 
in their lives and those of 
their children, as well as 
Alfred’s daughters from a 
previous marriage Lynne 
(later Soldato) and Kellie 
(later Carnevale) Moulen. In 
1987, a wedding reception 
was held at the home for 
Stanley Adamczyk, Victoria’s 
brother.


Around 2011, the outlying 
b a r n b u i l t b y M i c h a e l 
Callahan during around the 
turn of the 20th century was 
demolished.


At the time of this writing 
(2021) Alfred and Victoria 
remain the current owners.

Former Barn, demolished circa 2011
















