
1525 West Housatonic Street 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

c. 1893





LOCUS MAP:


Town: 		 	 Pittsfield, Massachusetts


Neighborhood: 	 West Pittsfield


Address: 	 	 1525 W. Housatonic St


Prev. Addresses:	 3 Railroad Ave

	 	 	 9 Depot Road

	 	 	 9 Cloverdale St


Construction Date: 	 c.1893


Building Area: 	 3261 Sq Ft	 


Acres: 1.23	 	 	 


Uses-  Present: Dog Day Care & Kennel

	 Historic: Restaurant, Residential


Chronology of Ownership:  

1892 - C.S. Whitney purchases acreage from the 
United Society of Shakers


1893 - Charles Whitney to John Colbert


1897- Colbert sells to Ellen & William B. Williams


1904- Purchased by John & Frances Naeve


1927- Naeves sell to Frank & Susan Pettengill


1971- Sold to Yut & Jet Jew


1997- Bought by Homebase Properties


2005- Purchased by Maurice & Timothy 
Callahan


2018- Sold to Renee Dodds, Snow Dog LLC



The structure located at 1525 West Housatonic was built in 1893 and first occupied by the family of 
John Colbert. It was expanded and radically renovated for commercial use as a restaurant in 1971, 
and currently in use as a dog day care and kennel facility.




—


In the mid 19th century, the area where 
the building is situated was part of the 
“Shaker Depot” (later renamed “West 
Pittsfield Station) cluster of structures. 
This railroad stop along the Boston & 
Albany line was added about 1842, at a 
site along where Cloverdale Road now 
lies. It was followed by a small post office 
erected in 1844. These were built on land 
donated by the United Society of 
Shakers, who owned much of outer west 
Pittsfield in the 19th century. 


In several transactions from 1891-1893, 
Belmont NY builder and entrepreneur 
Charles S. Whitney also purchased from 
the Shakers a little over ten acres of 
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adjacent land on the south side of West Housatonic Street. The land contained rich iron ore beds and 
a large scale mining operation located just west of current-day Cloverdale Street. The original small 
mine was begun by the Shakers, but leased in 1873 to the Richmond Iron Company, who proceeded 
to sink a much deeper main shaft, with seven stories of mining tunnels off it.


In 1892, Whitney had plans drawn up for new building lots encompassing what is now Cloverdale, 
originally known as Railroad Avenue and Depot Road. Ostensibly the development was planned as 
housing for iron mine workers. The property that’s now 1525 West Housatonic was parceled as lots 
4-10 on the plan. On these six lots a house was erected, and sold to John Colbert, who was 
superintendent of the adjacent mining operation. At this time, the address is listed as 3 Railroad Ave.


Colbert was a kind and well-respected employer in town. The Berkshire Eagle later described him as 
“one of those whole-souled men whose generosity knew no bounds. He took great pleasure in helping 
his fellow men who were in trouble, and this trait made him popular not only in his social life but in his 
business affairs.” 


One example discovered comes from just before Christmas, when rising costs and shrinking profits 
(about seven cents profit per ton, at the time) almost ground operations to a close at the mine. Colbert 
cut his own salary by $25 a month to keep all the miners employed.


Colbert House Shown Near Shaker Depot, 1893



In February 1896, the mine flooded when they struck a spring from the swamp surrounding its mouth, 
which had expanded to lake status with recent heavy rains. Miners barely escaped with their lives. 
Superintendent Colbert put the large force of men to work trying to clear it, installing four large pumps. 
Unfortunately, the water continued to rise, and it ultimately had to be abandoned, leaving 100 
employees out of work. Colbert moved on to Amenia, NY and the property was sold to Ellen and 
William B. Williams in June 1897.


The Williams appear to have never lived there, instead renting it out to Mary Dougherty of Pittsfield. 
Dougherty, then in her 60s, was “one of the best known characters in the city, being responsible for 
bringing happiness into the lives of many orphaned and friendless children.


Dougherty had acted as an informal foster mom in late 19th century Pittsfield, and had taken in at 
least 8 children for several years each.


In August 1904 the house (now listed as 9 Depot Road) was purchased from William Williams by John 
Adolf Naeve. John was a lamp tender for the railroad, and later an employee of Berkshire Life. Born in 
Germany in 1860, he immigrated to the U.S. in the 1880s. He married Frances (Fannie) Butler of Lenox 
in 1887. They lived at the West Pittsfield home with their 3 children- Fritz, Bertha and Llewellyn, along 
with Fannie’s mother Clorinda Butler, then in her late 70s.


The Faeves were heavily involved with the Immanuel Community Church of West Pittsfield, and hosted 
a number of dinners and receptions for church organizations in their West Housatonic /Depot Road 
home.       


Clorinda later moved in with Fannie’s sister on Pittsfield Road, and was the oldest resident of Lenox at 
90 when she passed on there in 1917. All three of the children remained living in the home until well 
into their mid 20s. 


1925 was a year of weddings for the family. On March 12, a wedding was held at the home, joining 
daughter Bertha with Snowden Almstead, who ran the West End Garage. It was a small Thursday 
afternoon ceremony with only their families. The couple moved to a new house on Lebanon Ave. In 
October, the newlyweds served as attendants for Llewellyn Naeve as he married Esther Krum. 


Llewellyn eventually moved in to his older brother Fitz’s house in Dalton, and in 1927 John Naeve sold 
the house to Frank & Susan Pettengill. 


Frank and Susan “Susie” (Sheridan) had been longtime employees of the railroad. Frank was a freight 
agent for Boston Albany for decades, and prior to their wedding in 1924 Susie had been lead 
telegraph operator for Pittsfield for 25 years. 


In fact, Susie was regarded as something of a legend at the railroad. “She thought nothing of jumping 
onto a moving locomotive to deliver an order to an engineer,” said the Eagle at the time of her 
retirement. Another anecdote recalled was when she had volunteered to operate the wire all day in an 
unheated makeshift shelter in zero-degree weather at the site of a freight wreck in Chatham.  


“Mrs Pettengill was a forceful personality who held the respect of all her railroad associates,” said the 
Eagle, her faithful service unshaken even by the tragic accidental death of her brother when he was 
thrown from a caboose at the Pittsfield station.


Susie was 48 when they married; Frank was already over 70. Seven years after they moved in, Frank 
passed away at their home. 


Frank had made substantial stock buys at rock bottom prices at the worst point of the Great 
Depression, and their rising value combined with her railroad pension allowed Susie to live 



comfortably at their home for the next 30 years, during the warmer months. Winters she spent in St. 
Petersburg, Florida.


By 1950 her  her sister Nellie came to live with Susan. Nellie (Sheridan) had married a painter, Edward 
Troy, and been widowed in 1946. Her time at her sister’s was short-lived; she died there on the 
morning of April 21, 1951. Another widowed sister came to live with Pettengill a few years later. Mary 
O’Kane had been the city’s ‘sealer of weights and measures’ for more than 35 years. In 1963, she 
moved into the Springside Nursing Home, where the passed away in July at age 91.


Susie herself lived to 92; by 1970 she relocated to the Berkshire Nursing Home, where she died on 
June 20.


In September of 1971, Susie’s heirs (nephews and nieces) sold the property to Yut & Yuet Jew.  Yut 
Jew was the son of Su Son Jew, an immigrant from Canton, China who came to the U.S. in 1939 and 
founded the China Clipper restaurant on North Street. Yut attended Pittsfield High School, then served 
in the Air Force during the Korean War. He took over ownership of the China Clipper after his father’s 
death in 1972.


In April 1978, a disastrous fire in the North Street location led to the decision to relocate. The Jew 
family had the downstairs of the West Housatonic Street gutted and rebuilt as a dining room. A front 
expansion was added on, along with a concrete addition on the side to accommodate the kitchen and 
coolers. 


Upstairs, they modified the rooms to 
make a room specifically for their 6 
children who made up the rest of the 
staff, to do homework while they were 
not on duty. After the restaurant 
opened, the Jews made their home at 
166 Union Street. Three were attending 
public schools and another three were 
at Berkshire Community College.


Their children would go on to have a 
significant legacy in the Berkshires. In 
1983, their daughter Neli established 
the Heritage Tavern in Lenox. Two other 
children, Paul and Constance, modeled 
for Norman Rockwell, and appear in the 
front row of his “Spirit of America."


In 1997 the Jew family retired and 
closed the restaurant, selling the 
building and its associated liquor 
license. 


Partners Frank Penna Jr, Joseph 
Breault and Dennis Barry reopened the 
establishment as “Munchies,” a pub/
nightclub with a raucous reputation.


The new establishment added a bar and a new tile floor, as well as new cedar siding to the exterior. 
Upgrades to the wiring and coolers were made, and eventually a large, very expensive ventilation 
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system added, with four large pumps upstairs. The purpose of this was to circumvent the growing 
restrictions on indoor cigarette smoking that were being instituted throughout the state. 


In the dining room, a fake fire decoration was placed in the house’s original fireplace, and the room 
fitted with a jukebox and two large televisions. 

“You can call it a sports bar or a rock’n’roll club- it depends on the crowd,” co-owner Frank Penna told 
the Berkshire Eagle. “If you want to push the tables aside and dance, you can do it.”


A fair amount of dancing also took place on the bar itself, according to multiple accounts, and around 
a pole specially added for that purpose. This is around when the bar began to invoke the ire of local 
authorities. In the final two years of its operation, the pub racked up 98 visits by Pittsfield Police 
Department, 44 of them for overt disturbances. In 2001, a lawsuit was filed by Kevin Abriel of 
Pittsfield, alleging that Munchies had served 20 year old Abriel alcohol all day prior to an automobile 
crash in which he was badly injured. The suit was later dismissed.


In 2003, a Holyoke businessman named Joseph Miller sought to take over the pub for adult 
entertainment (I.e. topless dancing), called Nirvana. This proposal drew widespread neighborhood 
opposition, including a petition signed by nearly 500 west Pittsfield residents against allowing it. A vast 
crowd of opponents descended on the September 2003 Licensing Board meetings, including 
neighbors and an array of public officials.


The political tumult over the Nirvana proposal -in which various local politicians accused others of 
secretly pushing for the project- prompted the city to develop an ordinance the following year which 
zoned adult entertainment out of almost all areas of town. The buffer restrictions included in that 
ordinance didn’t end interest in converting the site to this usage. In 2005, a Chicopee firm came 
forward with a proposal to demolish the restaurant and replace it with a new 6,600 square foot strip 
club that would meet the required setbacks from the nearest home. This proposal garnered a chilly 
response from city officials, and eventually fizzled.


That year the property was purchased by Maurice Callahan, whose family owned adjacent land. A 
prominent member of the local business community, Callahan was keen to see the building reopened 
as an eatery, and to avoid proposals of a more carnal nature. The financing climate locally for new 
restaurants was not inviting, however, and became even more unlikely after the 2008 recession.


After careful consideration, Callahan finally agreed in 2012 to lease it to Renee (DeRagon) Dodds, who 
then purchased the building in 2018. It became home to Love Us and Leave Us, a popular dog day 
care and boarding facility. Stripped of furniture, the interior of the house now spends its days filled 
with dogs, who frolic inside and out on the fenced 1.2 acre property.
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