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The residence at 20 Stockbridge Road was first built in 1793 by Abraham Howk, member of a 
large founding family in Lee, and significantly expanded in 1910. Over the centuries it has been the 
home of three different members of the state legislature, among others notable residents.


~~~ 
The Van Huyk (later Howk) family came to New York state from the Netherlands on the ship Golden 
Eagle in 1662. In 1773, Ryckert (also known as Richard) Van Huyck and his large family  moved 
from Kinderhook to Lee, Massachusetts. Abraham, one of seven children, was about three years 
old at the time.


Richard had acquired 170 acres west of Lee’s center inn 1771 from Joseph Hatch and Peletiah 
West. He would add more land to his holdings quickly, owning nearly 1,000 acres at the time of his 
death in 1777. He lived in a simple log cabin, which Abraham’s older brother John later converted 
into a store, becoming one of the first merchants in Lee. John built a house on the land in 1784, 
which still stands today at 233 West Park Street.


Abraham married Esther Chapman 
(b. Windsor, MA 1773) in January 
1793, and built the house at 20 
Stockbridge Road over the summer 
of 1793. 


On October 24, their first child 
Hannah was born there. Her birth 
record exhibits the new Yankeefied 
version of the family name, as Howk.  
Hannah married John Merril in 1813, 
and moved to Pittsfield, where she 
died in 1850.


Abraham went on to sire 10 more 
children with Esther over the next two 
decades, the majority of whom he 
would outlive. The next two births at 
the home were their daughter Roxana 
in June 1795 and of daughter Aschah 
(also known as Axie). On the day of 
the Howks 6th wedding anniversary, 
January 3, 1799, Roxana died of 
unspecified illness. As they buried 
their 2nd oldest, Esther was near 
term with their next child. First son 
Lyman was born on February 15.


Another son Abraham followed in 
1801, and daughter Anna in 1804. 
Ezra (1806), Esther (1808), and 
Clarrina (1810) came next; and finally, 
in their early 40s, twins Harriet and 
Laura a few days before Christmas 
1814. 


1819 saw the death of 9 year old Clarrina in March, followed by the death of 19 year old Abraham 
in November. Esther Howk died in 1820. All three are interred in Tyringham Cemetery.


Clarrina Howk, 1810-1819, Tyringham Cemetery



In a gradual migration over the first decades of the early 1800s, several members of the Howk 
family- including Abraham, some of his brothers, his son Lyman, and other relations- left the area 
to become some of the early settlers of Wellington, Ohio. Today, a park in Wellington is named 
after Abraham’s nephew Alanson Howk. Abraham, who died 1854, is buried in Wellington. Other 
Howks remained in Lee long after, like the family of his brother John- whose house remained in the 
family 150 years. The hill of West Park Street was known as “Howk’s Hill” into the early 20th 
century.


The house built by Abraham Howk was first sold to Solomon Deming in 1814, and shortly 
thereafter sold by Deming to the State of Connecticut, who held deeds to a number of properties 
west of downtown Lee for a brief time.


In the early to mid 19th century, the house was owned by Alexander Hyde, a distinguished 
member of the community known throughout the Berkshires. He is more famously associated with 
the nearby “Hyde House” on West Park Street house built by his father, which he later occupied 
and ran as a boarding school for more than 30 years.


Hyde was a longtime local educator who served for many years on Lee’s School Committee and 
was the first president of the Berkshire County Historical Society. He and his father also wrote the 
town’s 1878 centennial history book. Later, Lee’s 1895 high school building (now “Crossways 
Village”), was named after him. Hyde was elected as representative to the state legislature in 1880, 
but his service in this role was exceedingly brief. At the very beginning of his first term in January 
1881, he collapsed from heart failure and was discovered dead on the steps of the legislature in 
Boston. 


Shown as A. Hyde home on 1858 Atlas of Berkshire County (center)



Well before this, Hyde had in 1867 sold the former Howk house and about 9 acres to Marshall 
Wilcox, who already owned property in the vicinity, for $795.50.


The Honorable Marshall Wilcox, considered one of the great local legal minds of his day, was a 
friend to Hyde. Accounts say he met his wife, Nancy, at Hyde’s home. Nancy was the daughter of 
William Bradley of Bradley Street, in Lee. She was an early graduate of Oberlin college in Ohio, and 
lived for a time with her brother in Detroit before marrying Wilcox in 1855, at age 30.


Wilcox had graduated from Williams College in 1844 
and entered the Bar in 1847. He worked as an 
attorney for many of the prominent local companies 
of the time. For a number of years he worked as lead 
counsel for the Boston and Albany Railroad, and 
served a stint as solicitor for Pittsfield. In 1866 he 
was elected to the state legislature, and in 1868 to its 
senate.


1872 Thomas Wilson acquired this house and some 
of the parcels amassed by Wilcox, who sold him the 
rest of his surrounding acres in 1876.


Wilson, born in Ireland in 1827, worked for a many 
years managing horses for Elizur Smith, before 
leaving employment there to manage a farm on the 
Stockbridge Road property. He occupied the house 
there with his wife Jane  (Anderson) and four children 
at the time of his purchase: Thomas, 17, Rachel, 15, 
Edward, 11, and Anna, 5.


Another son, Joseph,  was born there at the house in 
1877. Thomas JR left two years later to marry Annie 
Coleman of Lee, moving in with her and her widowed 
mother. Eight years later, the family was rocked when 
he took his own life in Springfield in 1887.


By 1893, second-youngest Anna had married Edwin 
Akers, a minister. By the turn of the century, Joseph’s 
departure had emptied the nest.


On April 5, 1902 a then-75 year-old Wilson sold to James O’Brien., a local attorney. Deeds record 
O’Brien sold the property the following week to Snyder Hoxie Clark, of St. Louis Missouri. Clark 
bought it for the purpose of rental. His tenant was Rev. Dr. Alvan F. Sherrill, who would occupy it 
for the next 7 years.


Sherrill was a local clergyman who preached at several of the churches in smaller surrounding 
towns. The pastor remained there until 1909, when he relocated to Atlanta. The following year, 
O’Brien once again arranged the sale of the property, this time to his legal assistant, Mary G. 
Hayden. Hayden transferred it two weeks later to William MacLay.  In 1914, MacLay sold the house 
and 42 acres with it to George and Charlotte (Crocker) Perkins. 


Charlotte was the granddaughter of Elisha Crocker, and acquired his family home on Devon Road 
just northeast of the former Howk residence. She married George Fitch Perkins in November, 1862, 
after his service ended in the 12th Infantry Regiment of New York. Perkins had grown up in Lee, 
and began his career working for the Hurlburts in their South Lee paper mill. After the war, he 

Marshall Wilcox- Photographer unknown



became a partner in the New York paper firm Perkins & Goodwin, and there made a substantial 
fortune. 


George and Charlotte resided in Jersey City, and summered at the Crocker homestead in Lee, 
which they enlarged and dubbed “Brookside.” Over the next few years, they bought up 
surrounding houses and acreage to create an enclave of homes for their extended family. They 
bought the nearby house on Stockbridge Road for their daughter, Elizabeth Crocker Perkins Dunn. 
Elizabeth had married a bank teller from Jersey City, Edward WY (William Young) Dunn, in 1894. 
They had five children together over a 17 year period: Edward WY Dunn II, George, Malcolm, 
Henderson, and Barbara. Their daughter was born just a few months after her father’s death in 
June 1912.


The Dunns, who had a home on Kensington Avenue in Jersey City, summered each year at the 
growing Brookside compound. From 1914 on, they occupied the former Howk house, which 
Charlotte deeded to Elizabeth as owner in 1920.


It was at this time that the structure was enlarged. Originally a 11/2 story house, the Dunns had a 
second story added around 1915. More additions were added to the rear and one side. Later in the 
family’s tenure, a screened side porch was also added.


The Dunns were not only summer residents of Berkshire County; over the 1910s and 1920s all four 
of Elizabeth’s sons attended Williams College. All were heavily involved in sporting on and off 
campus, and the Dunns were longtime fixtures at the Greenock Country Club, which abutted 

another Perkins family property, Overlee on West 
Park Street. Elizabeth Dunn was also heavily 
involved in elite social clubs back in Jersey City, to 
which she would return in late September most 
years.


Mrs Dunn and her mother died scarcely 3 weeks 
apart in 1934; Elizabeth following an operation in 
January, Charlotte in early February. 


Edward W.Y. Dunn II inherited substantial sums 
from both his mother and grandmother, along with 
the summer house on Stockbridge Road. Dunn 
graduated Williams in 1916, and soon after served 
as a lieutenant in World War I.  On August 18, he 
married Alice Barstow of Norfolk Massachusetts, in 
a small wartime wedding, before returning to where 
he was then stationed in Kentucky. The ceremony 
was performed by Alice’s father, Reverend John 
Barstow, in the Barstow’s home at the Norfolk 
Congregational church parsonage.


After the war Edward and Alice moved to 
Needham, where he worked for and eventually 
became p res iden t o f the Samue l Ward 
manufacturing company in Boston. In 1920 Alice 
gave birth to  another Edward William Young Dunn 
(III), and thereafter would referred to as Edward WY 
Dunn Jr, and his father, who was actually the 
second of that name, is always referred to as Sr. A 
daughter born in 1922, Margaret Scott Dunn, died 
at Boston Children’s Hospital in 1928. Another son, 

Dunn Family Headstone, Fairmount 
Cemetery in Lee



Alan, was born in 1935. 


Like the last generation, both sons attended Williams College and were active in local sports and 
other pursuits. In 1941, Edward Jr and Miss Betty Thompson of Williamstown were in the news  for 
navigating the Hoosac River from Williamstown to Hoosick Falls, NY, in a German flatboat (a type 
of canoe). In 1954, Alan made the papers for building a new homemade sports car from the parts 
in a 1934 sedan.


Edward Sr and his family continued to spend time every summer in the Lee home over the next 
three decades, eventually making it their year-round home at the time of his retirement in 1962.     
Among the guests they entertained there was sci-fi author Arthur E. Paterson, who spent several 
days there in 1963 soon after the publication of his book Venus, One World Closer to Paradise. 
 
Alice, a trustee of Bradford College and a deaconess at the Congregational church in Lee, as well 
as the president of its Women’s Fellowship, died while away in Connecticut in September 1966. 
Edward Sr remained active in the community and local Congregational church until his death in 
February, 1975. Following the death of Edward WY Dunn SR (II), the house was inherited by E.W.Y. 
Dunn JR (III) and his brother, who put it on the market soon after.  In December 1976 it was sold for 
$61,000 to Marilyn & Daniel Sullivan, who were heavily involved in the local community at that time. 


Daniel and Marilyn were married in 1958, after working together at the Clark Aiken Company. 
Daniel then formed Barrett Oil Company, a lucrative business distributing Quaker State products, 
and was involved in several other local businesses.  He served as a Selectman for Lee and stints in 
other town government capacities with the Licensing Board and Historical Commission.


Alan B. Dunn- Berkshire Eagle, 6/14/1959



In the early years of their marriage Marilyn had stayed home to raise their three children, but as 
they got older, she returned to work in the mid 1970s. She formed Iron Horse Realty a few months 
before they bought the house on Stockbridge Road, and was also the founder of Pumpkin Patch, a 
highly successful sewing business. She was credited with reinvigorating the Lee Chamber of 
Commerce, which she headed for several years, and was named Berkshire Business and 
Professional Women’s “Woman of the Year” in 1981.



T h e S u l l i v a n s w e r e 
pe rhaps bes t known 
locally for the restoration 
of Lee’s 1893 train depot, 
which they re-invented as 
Sul l ivan Stat ion. The 
renovated and expanded 
station, to which they 
added a restored 1940 
caboose, served as a 
popular local restaurant 
up until 2017. 


The couple divorced in 
1986. Daniel remarried in 
1987 to Susan Fraser, 
moving to Center Street., 
where he passed away in 
2019. Marilyn continued 
to occupy the home on 
Stockbridge Road. For a 

number of years she shared it with her mother, 
Eleanor Callahan Kelly, who’d co-owned the Log 
Cabin restaurant in Lenox in the 50s. Eleanor died 
at the home on the evening of October 4, 1995. 


In 2015, Marilyn Kelly sold the Stockbridge Road 
house to Christopher Speranzo and Jenelle 
Dodds, its present owners. Three years later,  she 
also sold the Sullivan Station property to 
developer Jeffrey Cohen.


Christopher Speranzo, a graduate of Boston 
College and the University of Cambridge (UK), 
was serving as an Assistant Attorney General 
when he married Jenelle C. Dodds in 2003. 
Dodds, a graduate of Williams College and the 
University of Virginia School of Law, was working 
as an attorney at Bulkley, Richardson & Gelinas 
LLP.  Speranzo was elected in a special election to 
fill the 3rd Berkshire District seat vacated by Peter 
Larkin in April 2005. He served as 3rd Berkshire 
representative until 2011, when he was nominated 
by Governor Deval Patrick to serve as Clerk 
Magistrate of the Pittsfield District Court.


Sullivan Station- c. 2017

Berkshire Eagle, 11/30/2003



Property Card:  20 STOCKBRIDGE RD 
Lee, MA

Parcel Information

Parcel ID: 
 

Owner: 
Co-Owner: 

Mailing Address:

M_54758_896120

  

 

Sale History Assessed Value

Book/Page:
Sale Date:
Sale Price:

5644 / 237
20151023
330000

Land:
Buildings:

Det Structures:

Total:

$ 242600
$ 7680

$ 384100

Building Details

State Use Code:
Style:

Conversion:
Stories:

Roof Cover Desc:
Roof Structure Desc:

Heat Type:
Heat Fuel:

Central A/C:
Main Fin Area:

Upper Fin Area:
Addl Fin Area:

Addl Fin Grade:
Unfinished Area:

Attic:
Basement Area:

Basement Grade:
Fin Bsmt Area:

Fin Bsmt Grade:
Basement Type:

Occupancy:

101
CL

2.00
AS
G
HW
G

1230
1220

Y
1760

1

Total Rooms:
Num Bedrooms:

Full Baths:
Half Baths:

Ext Bath Fix:
Bath Quality:
Ext Kitchens:

Kitchen Quality:
Interior Condition:

Exterior Condition:
Overall Condition:

Overall Grade:
Year Built:

Eff Year Built:
Exterior Wall Type:

Masonry Trim:
Foundation:
Fireplaces:

Stacks:
Hearth:

8
4
2

T

T
A
A
AG
AG
1793
1982
AV

ST
1
1
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The BERKSHIRE GLEANER Presents
Personalities in the Berkshire Hills ”

A Weekly Photo Feature by Nation-wide News Service

')

2 )

and Mrs. H. S. Forman, “Twin  
Hines,” D evon road.

Mrs Henry L. Morris, South Lee and 
Washington, D . C.

3) Judĵ e Bart Bossidy, justice of the 
Lee district court.

( 4 )  Mr. and Mrs. J. S. M cLennan, in
front o f  their home, “A shintully ,” 
TydngTiam .

( 5 )  Mrs. G eo rg e  F. Perkins, 3d, and two
children, Virginia and Dorothy, 
“B rookside Cottage,” D e v o n  road, 
and S h ort Hills, N. J.

(6 )  Harry C. H olloway, “ Tam arack,” i ( 8 )  M r s .  M a l c o l m  Dunn and three ch il-j (10 )
Tyringham, and G lencoe, 111

(7 )  M iss Mary Madden, daughter of Mrs. 
Joel Madden o f D obbs Ferry, N. 
Y., and jnd ian  Hill Farm, Tyring
ham.

dren, Malcolm, Jr., David, and 
Baby George, Stockbridge road, ( ,  t ) 
and Needham, Mass.

( 9 )  Mrs. E. W. Y. Dunn and son, Alan, 
of Stockbridge road, and Need- | 
ham, Mass.

G. H. Wells, secretary of Hurlbut 
Paper company, of South Lee.

Mrs. G. A. Hyde and four children, 
“The Homestead,” W est Park 
street, and Newark, Delaware.

EDITOR'S N O T E

T h is  p icture page, “Personalities in d ie  Berkshire Hills,” w h ich  is  a  regular w e e k ly  feature of the Berkshire 
G lea n er  is  prepared exclusively  for th is  paper by the N ation-w ide N ew s S erv ice, 420* Lexington Avenue, New  

.Y o rk  C ity .

F or inform ation regarding the pictures appearing here, or other inform ation in  connection with portrait photo
graphs, kindly phone, w r ite  or call: L ester  Greene, P icture Editor, T h e Berkshire Gleaner, Lee, Mass., Phone 34
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