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LOCUS MAP 

Town: 	   	 Hancock, Mass.


Address: 	 	 2090 Hancock Rd


Construction Date: 	c.1861

	 	 	  [Main House]

                                   C. 1824 [Remnant 	
	 	 	 Structure]


Building Area: 	 1,640  Sq Ft	 


Acres:  3.25 [Parcel] 	 

	 


Uses:  Residential/ 	 	
	 	 	  Farm


	 	 


Chronology of Ownership:  

1861 -  Land purchased by John White from 
Daniel H. Smith


1893 -  Dwight White Inherits


1910  - Wilson Williams purchases from Dwight 
White


1959- Arthur Williams Sr Inherits 


2003- Transferred to Williams Nominee Trust


2090 Hancock Road



Historical Narrative

The former John White farm located at 2090 Hancock Road, owned and occupied by the 
Williams family for more than half a century, has origins that have become murky due to 
inconsistent or erroneous town historical records. Its past is further complicated by the fact 
that it has been alternately listed as being in Hancock or in south Williamstown since the 19th 
century.


Assessors records list the overall property age as being from 1824, yet no structures appear at 
this location on the earliest comprehensive property map of Hancock, in the 1858 Atlas of 
Berkshire County. After reviewing all records held by the Town of Hancock on this property, no 
further information supporting an 1824 construction date could be found. The most likely 
explanation may be that a (now derelict) portion of the building dates to this earlier time, and 
has been relocated from further south on Hancock Road, where Jason White had several 
structures originally located on his farm between 1822- and 1833, when he first settled this 
area. Further close structural examination would be needed to confirm this possibility.


The primary current structure appears to date to 1861, when John White purchased the land 
from Daniel H. Smith (1819-1879). A supporting town assessment record from the early 20th 
century (see appendix) reinforces this time frame, estimating the main house’s age at 1850. The 
property as a distinct farm is first referenced in maps and local records as “the John White 
farm” beginning in the 1860s.


John White- top right- Atlas of Berkshire County, 1876
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John White was born 1814 in New 
Ashford, the son of Dexter White 
and Eunice Pomeroy.


His first wife was Ann Elizabeth 
Diver, wi th whom he had a 
daughter, Martha in 1845 and son 
Dwight in 1848. Ann died from 
diabetes complications in 1851.


At 39 John re-married, to 20 year 
old Helen S. Griffin of Lanesboro in 
1853, at a ceremony in Hancock. 

They had one child, Eunice, born in 
1858. In 1861-1862, John built the 
primary structure now extant at 
2090 Hancock Road. In 1870, his 
real estate on Hancock Road was 
valued at $4000, or about $85,000 
in today’s dollars.


His daughter Martha left soon after 
he built the new farmhouse, 
marrying Harmon Smith in 1862. 
They resettled in Iowa, where they 
raised one son, Cranston, until his 
death at age 14. They then relocated 
to Pasadena, where Martha lived for over 50 years until her death in 1942, at age 98.


His son Dwight married in 1872, to Mary Gardner, and moved to North Adams. There he 
worked as a grocer. A “musician of ability” according to his 1930 obituary, Dwight played 
clarinet Sundays at the Methodist church and was responsible for forming the Continental 
Drum Corps, the leading drum corps in the state for several decades. Youngest daughter 
Eunice became schoolteacher at the old red schoolhouse down the road, later educating 
various children who grew up in her former home. She died in North Adams in 1949, at age 90.


John White became ill in the summer of 1896. In 
August, it was reported his condition was 
improving, but this recovery was short-lived. In 
September doctors diagnosed him with “softening 
of the brain,” from which he died at home on 
December 28.


In his will, John White directs that his wife Helen 
would have sole use of farm until her death, after 
which it would be divided between his three children: Martha, Dwight and Eunice. Helen rented 
a place in Williamstown with her daughter Eunice soon after John’s death, though, and the 
farm was rented out. This was increasingly the norm in Hancock at that time, where many 
working farms were rental operations by the late 19th century.


In 1898, the house was being rented and occupied not by an engineer from the Fitchburg 
railroad named Frank Fraser. A notation from the North Adams Transcript from February of that 
year tells that 28 couples came there for “an old fashioned kitchen dance” hosted by Fraser on 
the old John White farm. The guests were ferried there on three large sleighs.




Historical Narrative

The following year it was rented to Cornelius Grogan, who had been employed for many years 
on the nearby farm of George Sweet. His tenure was also short-lived. 


Next it was leased to Frank and Clara Williams. Williams born in Stephentown in 1863, the son 
of Henry Williams. He married Clara Alderman in Adams in 1884, and by 1900 they had seven 
children: Leon, Wilson, Rena, Grace, Henry, Hazel, and Flora. 1900 is the first census year in 
which Frank is found listed as a farmer on Hancock Road. 


Little was documented about Frank in news media, except that he died at home from 
pneumonia in December of 1908, at age 45. He is buried in Williamstown’s Southlawn 
Cemetery with several other  Williams family members.


At the time of his death, Frank’s children ranged in age from 10 to 24. In November 1910, the 
eldest sons Leon and Wilson, purchased the 350 acre farm on which their family had been 
living from Dwight White, son of John. The deed for the sale includes a provision for the 
existing lease agreement White had with their mother, Clara Williams, which was set to expire 
in 1911. In 1918, Wilson became sole owner of the property, to which he continued to add 
land. Another 175 acre farm was purchased from the Beebe family in 1919, and 9 more acres 
from one Anna Hand in 1921.


In 1916 he’d married Alice Irene Smith, the daughter of a farmer John Cranston Smith and his 
wife Lucy (White) on Green River Road. They were wed in Albany on February 9. In June of 
1917, a daughter Gladys was born at the Hancock Road home. Two more daughters, Eleanor 
and Mabel, followed in 1921 and ’24. An infant son, Harold, died three days before Christmas 
in 1925. The did not have another child until 1934, when Alice gave birth to Arthur in her late 
30s. 


Wilson was one of the first to own an automobile, purchased at the Ford dealership in North 
Adams in 1917 (he purchased a new Buick in 1925). In 1919, his became the first home to  be 
wired for complete electrical service, when a Delco lighting and power unit was installed by 
contractor James H. Ferguson.


By the time of the 1920 census, he is head of household of a substantial dairy farm with two 
hired hands boarding on the premises. 1922 records show an additional barn being 
constructed on Wilson Williams property that summer. The main house was also significantly 
remodeled in the 1920s, particularly around 1928.


By the early 1930s, Wilson has the 
largest dairy farm in town- 94 head, at 
the time of the 1933 annual town report. 
In addition to the Williams family, three 
boarders lived on the premises in 1930: 
65 year old William McLean and two 18 
year olds: Floyd Jorden and Charles 
McDonald. 


By that time, he had also expanded from 
dairy farming to deal and repair tractors 
and other farm equipment as Wilson 
Williams Co, beginning as early as 1921. 

Additional shop buildings were erected across the street. Among other early products, Williams 
was an authorized dealer for McCormick tractors, and later for New Idea farm equipment. 
Wilson was a longtime member of the New England Farm Machinery Dealers Association.
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Wilson also bought and sold more property over the 
years. In 1935, a listing shows him transferring “a farm 
formerly owned by Alfred Worthington” to a buyer from 
New Jersey looking to move his family to the Berkshires. 
In 1940, the Berkshire Eagle said he had bought “the 
Lepine place in the north end of town,” and was making 
“extensive repairs” to it.


Their own home was the site of various social 
happenings enjoyed by neighbors and friends recorded 
in the newspapers: a Halloween masquerade party 
October 28, 1935, with live music performed by the 
Hancock Mountaineers.  A 45th birthday party for Alice 

Williams in 1939; an informal 25th 
wedding anniversary in February 1941, 
followed by a party for 14 young 
guests of Arthur’s for his seventh 
birthday the following week.


Daughters Mabel and Eleanor married in the mid 1940s, to Arthur James and Lawrence 
Ostrander, respectively. 


Arthur grew up to join his father in the business, which by the early 1950s was advertised as 
Wilson Williams & Son. In 1957, Arthur married Elsie Christiansen. Wilson’s eldest daughter 
Gladys also worked as bookkeeper for the company along with working the family farm, and 
continued doing books for it until her retirement in 1990. Another longtime employee of this 
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family business was John C. Smith, brother of Alice. John served for some years as a Hancock 
Selectman, and also as its Chief of Police.


On October 25, 1957, Wilson suffered a major heart attack and was taken to North Adams 
Hospital, where he remained on the critical list for several days. He recovered, but health 
issues continued, and he died at North Adams Hospital in August 1959.


Arthur F. Williams inherited the 500+ acre estate, dairy farm and farming equipment company. 
But times were changing for small family farms, locally as nationally. In 1970, the Williams herd 
numbered 30, less than a 1/3 of what it had been during the Depression. By 1980, though, 
Arthur had nearly doubled that number to 55. In 1982 he began working for U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in 1982. The herd was decreased again, down to 35 milking cows. In 1986, Williams 
was one of eleven Berkshire County dairy farmers who accepted a federal buy-out of their 
stock, as part of the 1985 Farm Bill.


Arthur, aka “Sonny” served in many other roles in town. He was a founding member 
instrumental in founding Hancock’s volunteer fire department, in which he served 55 years, 12 
of them as chief.  He served multiple terms as a Selectman, and was also town constable and 
911 coordinator, as well as a 50 year member of the Berkshire Forest Wardens Association. 


“Sonny” and Elsie had four children: Roger, Arthur Jr, Stacey, and Melanie. Along with working 
the farm, Elsie worked as a telephone switchboard operator for the former Berkshire Downs, 
and as head housekeeper for Jiminy Peak until 1985. 


Son Arthur Jr would also begin working for Jiminy shortly after. Currently (2021) Assistant 
Manager of Mountain Operations, he has been with the company for more than 30 years. 

Arthur has also served 
in Hancock’s volunteer 
fire department since 
the late 1980s. In 1988, 
he married Julie M. 
Roberts. For a time in 
the 90s they are listed 
at 2054 Hancock Road, 
and also 2057,  two 
nearby houses also 
built on the sprawling 
Williams family land. By 
the 2000s, Arthur Jr 
and Julie are again 
listed at 2090.  


Arthur Sr passed away 
at Berkshire Medical 
Center in 2007, and 
Elsie in 2010. Arthur Jr 
and Julie Williams are 
the current owners and 
residents of the home 
today.


Painting by local artist William Barkin


























