
                                 

“El Nido” 

9 High Street ,Dalton,MA  
C. 1830



Once known as “El Nido,” the residence at 9 High Street, Dalton, Mass., began with a simpler 
structure built in 1830. This was expanded and rebuilt in 1893 for Franklin Weston, a former 
president of the Byron Weston Company. It has had additions built since that time, as well as a 
portion removed and expanded to form the next door residence at 17 High Street.


~~~


The Byron Weston Company, one of Dalton’s major employers for over a century, was founded 
in the 1860s by Byron Weston, who is also remembered as a former Lieutenant Governor of 
Massachusetts. Over the 1880s and 1890s, the Weston company and family bought up almost 
all the land on every side of one of Dalton’s most crucial intersections. In 1884, Byron built the 
splendid family mansion, Westonholme on the other side of Main Street, along with several new 
commercial structures.


The new home for Franklin was actually an 
extensive rebuild of the Elisha Day house, which 
had stood for over 60 years at that time.


Elisha Day was the son of Amasa and Hannah 
Day, early Dalton farmers who lived in a little 
brick house on the edge of the mountain named 
for them. Elisha bought the house on what’s now 
High Street about 1850, from Gideon Bentley 
who was believed to have built it in 1830.


In early 1893, his health began to fail and he 
moved to live with his son in Pennsylvania, 
passing away shortly after. 


The Weston family paid out a sum of $4,700 for 
the Day house and 1 acre parcel, and there was 
great curiosity about what he meant to do with 
the property. “Franklin Weston’s purchase of the 
Elisha Day property last week has set the 

gossipers to going in great shape,” wrote the Berkshire County Eagle on April 12, 1893. “All 
sorts of rumors is the result.” Over the next year, the Eagle published several updates to help 
satisfy some of that curiosity.


The remodel was designed in the spring of 1893 by architect H. Neil Wilson, a prominent 
architect responsible for many well known edifices in Berkshire County, including the Berkshire 
Home for Aged Women (later Berkshire Place) in Pittsfield, the rebuilt Red Lion Inn, the William 
Russell Allen house and Andrew Carnegie’s Shadowbrook in Stockbridge. 


Weston spent about $3,000 “fitting the house to his fancy,” by the end of the year, according to 
the Eagle. The alterations were “changing its appearance greatly,” they reported in August. 
Elisha’s barn and other outbuildings were sold to R.D. Filkins and removed to a lot on North 
Street in October, according to the Pittsfield Sun, who added “the house has been painted a 
cream color, and looks real tasty.”


The color was in fact “Longfellow Yellow,” according to a more detailed review by the Eagle of 
the completed home after Franklin moved in on January 1, 1894, with his wife Edith (Brewer), 
who he had married in June.


“The exterior of the house is strictly colonial, save for the innovation of a ‘Queen Anne’ 
chimney on the exterior of the east side,” they write. “The entrance is from High Street by way 

Elisha Day House, shown c. 1884



of a  colonial porch, with an 
a n t i q u e d o o r h a v i n g a 
seventeenth century latch and 
knocker of brass.” The article 
(see appendix section) offers a 
complete description of each 
room’s styles and furnishings 
as they appeared at that time. 


Franklin and Julia Weston 
spent some of the rest of the 
winter traveling while finishing 
touches were being done on 
the house. Their hol iday 
included a trip to Cuba, and it 
may be there that they got the 
inspiration for the name they 
gave their new residence. “El 
Nido” - “the Nest.” We know 
from social page notices that 
the name was in use by the 
summer season of ’94, when 
the Westons hosted Arch 
D e a c o n B r o o k s o f t h e 
Episcopal church, and Carroll 
Davis of Pittsburgh in their 
new “Nest.” 


Franklin was Treasurer for the family paper empire 
at the time, but was managing most of the 
company already, with his father semi-retired.  
After the death of Byron in 1898, he was elected 
to President, but soon turned it over to his 
younger brother Phillip and likewise semi-retired.


In February 1905, Franklin bought ex-Senator 
W.A. Whittlesey’s on East Housatonic Street in 
Pittsfield, at a cost of $30,000. Despite their 
affection for El Nido, this larger estate was more 
in keeping with his now-larger fortune, and the 
social expectations that came with it. It also 
afforded more grounds to store cars, one of 
Franklin’s primary interests. He served as an early 
president of the Berkshire Automobile Club and 
also kept a sizable car barn at his family’s 
Westenholme estate.



El Nido became the rented home of Charles and Mary Wells and their daughter Madeline. The 
Wells hailed from Chicopee, and had come to Dalton about 18 months earlier to work as an 
executive at Byron Weston. Charles, born in Vermont in 1859, had married Mary (Cooley- b. 
Springfield 1861) in Chicopee in 1881, and had Madeline in 1884. On June 9, 1908, Madeline 
was married at El Nido, to Alonzo Bausman of Minneapolis. 


Shown at time of Weston purchase, in 1893



“The ceremony took place in the reception 
room under a canopy of white and yellow 
with green background,” according to the 
Eagle, “Asparagus ferns were draped to the 
colonial pillars and at the mantels were 
banked with flowers. The dining room was 
also decorated in yellow and white, and the 
spacious library was gorgeous with red 
peonies.” Decoration of the home was 
coordinated by Mrs. Weston.


The bride wore a princess empire gown of 
white duchess satin and lace embroidered 
with pearls. A large second floor room was 
reserved entirely for display of gifts, a trove 
of Tiffany lamps, Turkish rugs, French clocks 
and other articles.


After Madeline’s departure, Charles and 
Mary lived there with his aunt, Ann Wing, and 
one servant listed in the 1910 census, Luella 
Wait (later married as Luellas Leonard).


Mrs Wells entertained guests and held 
various social functions there; meetings for the 

local D.A.R. chapter of which she was a member took place there, and a 1915 bridge 
tournament to benefit the Pittsfield Day Nursery. 


Franklin Weston died at his Pittsfield home in September 1920 from “Bright’s disease” (a 
kidney disorder now known as nephritis). He’d been sick for about eight months, and in August 
had sold off El Nido, to John and Emma Crowther.


John was born in England, and came to Dalton about 1893, where he eventually became a 
superintendent at the woolen mills of the Sawyer Regan company. In 1920, he was living with 
his younger son George and daughter Edith, both in their 20s, and one servant, Jessy Barry. He 
had one other son, Hilton, in his early 30s, living at 15 View Street with his own family. Hilton 
was John’s assistant at Sawyer Regan, and succeeded him in the position in 1923.


Emma (Hirst) Crowther died suddenly at the home on September 22, 1922. Her funeral was 
held there three days later. Her obituary records little about her, other than that she was active 
in the local chapter of the Red Cross.


Several alterations were made to the property during the Crowther period. In 1923, he received 
a building permit to add an addition above the garage. In 1926, he added a concrete walk to 
the door. 


By far the most significant change came in August 1929, when workers began detaching the 
“L” on the west side of the property. It was moved a short distance further west on the 
Crowther lot, a parcel John had transferred to George in 1925. The street was closed for 
several days to allow the laying of new water pipes to its new location (High Street was 
continuous at this time). Following the dissection, it was remodeled into a new house for 
George. This residence was first listed as 11 High Street, but renumbered to 17 High soon 
after. Later, this removal of a portion of the family home became distorted in local lore as a feud 
between brothers- and this is the version told by a previous owner of 17 High Street to the 

1911 Sanborn map shows the complete floor plan of 
El Nido as it was during the Weston’s ownership



Historical Society in 1995. This scenario alleges that John and George were feuding brothers, 
instead of an amicable transfer of property from father to son. 




Following the division of the house, John Crowther moved in with his eldest son Hilton on View 
Street (where he died in 1948), and the house is sold in the fall of 1929 to the Chase family, 
who would live there for the next 45 years. 


Fred Chase and Marion (Rainey) were recently arrived from New Hampshire. Fred was an 
electrical engineer who came to work at General Electric. Marion was born and raised in 
Pittsfield, marrying Fred in 1922. The death of her mother Anne Rainey in late 1926 may have 
prompted their return from New Hampshire, as her father Charles moved in with them on High 
Street.They also had two young children when they moved to High Street- 5 year old Muriel   
and 3 year old Ralph.


Marion Chase was heavily involved in the HOA Class of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and hosted many of their monthly meetings there, along with the annual Halloween party for 

17 High Street w/ 9 High Street at Far Right- 1995



several years in the 1930s 
and 40s. She also hosted 
outdoor dinners for the 
Dalton Camp Fire Mothers 
Club. 


Daughter Muriel graduated 
Dalton High School in 1941 
and attended Becker Junior 
Co l l ege . She mar r i ed 
Charles Doolan in 1948, 
and lived for a time in the 
V i rg i n I s l a n d s b e f o re 
returning to the area to 
work at Crane & Company. 
Son Ralph enlisted in 1943, 
and served as a pilot with 
the Army air corps until the 
end of World War II. After 
the war he worked for the 
state, and owned his own 
business. 


Marion passed away in 
January 1952, at age 58, 
and after this time Fred 
lived alone in the High 
Street home.


Fred was an avid sportsman. He was one of the original charter members of the Alford Brooks 
Club, and its last surviving member at the time of his death. He spent significant time at its 
clubhouse, the former Nathaniel Wilson house in Stockbridge, and did much maintenance on 
the structure. He also served as president of the 
Berkshire Sportsmens Club. He spent much of his 
la te r years fish ing and hunt ing w i th h is 
grandchildren.


In 1973, Fred unsuccessfully opposed dead -ending 
High Street, telling the town’s Traffic Commission 
that after more than 40 years there, he didn’t think a 
change was needed. In September 1974, his house 
was part of a series of 4 burglaries in Dalton, during 
which someone broke in his cellar window and stole 
a wallet with $12. 


In August 1975, Fred passed away at age 89, at St. 
Luke’s hospital.


In December 1976, the property was purchased by 
William and Martha Thompson- its present owners- 
for $43,000. As of 2021, its total assessed value 
$350,300. 





Fred & Marion Chase are buried in 
Pittsfield Cemetery
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