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Chronology of Ownership: 

1895- G.M. Wentworth purchases building lot  

1917- House purchased by C. Albert Kenyon 

1920- Sold to J. Frederick & Anna Kahl 

1948- Sold to Frances & Margaret Martin 

1957- Sold to Robert & Gloria McInerney 

1969- Sold to William & Marilyn Simons 

2017- /Present owners:   
 Bryan & Norah Beauragard

Recorded by:    Joe Durwin

Organization:   Home Historian

Date :  April, 2022  

Assessment

Town/City:   Pittsfield, MA

Place: (neighborhood or village): 
 Southeast Pittsfield/Elm Street

Address: 43 Commonwealth Avenue 

Historic Name:   N/A

Uses: Present:  Residential Dwelling

Original:  “                            “

Date of Construction:   c. 1896

Source: 1897 Pittsfield Directory, Berk Eagle 
9/4/1897; 3/2/1917

 Rooms:    9         

Acreage:   0.2

 Sq Feet:    2,975         

Original Owner/Occupants: George & Kate 
Wentworth



The home at 43 Commonwealth Avenue in Pittsfield was built in 1896 for dentist George M. 
Wentworth. It has had 6 owners/occupant families since its construction.


Pre-History 

Until the turn of the 20th century, all of what is now Commonwealth Ave and several of its 
parallel streets were part of the sprawling “Grey Tower” estate of William Pollock. The main 
house had previously been that of the Burnap family, which Pollock greatly expanded and 
improved after purchasing it in 1855. After his death in 1866, it was occupied for many years 
by his widow, Susan (Learned) Pollock.


After her death in 1892, some of the 
west side of the estate started to be 
sold off for new development. The 1893 
map of Pittsfield shows the planning 
stages of new streets.


A subsequent land plan drawn by local 
engineers Barnes & Jenks in 1895 
shows the division of lots. Lot 34, the 
site of 43 Commonwealth, is marked 
sold at this time (see appendix).


The first houses were erected on 
Commonwealth Ave in late 1896 to 
1897, the first of which was a home 
built for dentist George M. Wentworth 
and his family, on Lot 34.




c. 1896 

Wentworth, then 45, purchased the land from trustees developing the estate in 1895, and first 
appears living there in city directories in 1897. Previously he lived on Maplewood Avenue.


Born in Hinsdale in 1852 to David and Naomi (Hall)Wentworth, George Milner Wentworth 
attended the Baltimore Dental College soon after the Civil War, and apprenticed locally with his 
uncle, Dr. Clark Hall of Pittsfield. In 1875 he married Alice Kate Hall on New Year’s Eve, 1874.


Their three children, Ralph, Bessie and Ethel were in their early 20s when George and Kate  
bought the house on Commonwealth, but all still lived with their parent there at the turn of the 
century. Also living with them were George’s sister Celia, and a cousin, Arthur Wentworth.


In 1902, Bessie married Garabed S. Azhderian of Williamstown. The wedding was held August 
14, at 43 Commonwealth Ave. The wedding was a small ceremony with just the families, with 
rites performed by Reverend I.C. Smart of South Congregational church. The couple left for a 
two week honeymoon in Canada, after which they took up residence on Cole Ave in 
Williamstown.


Son Ralph, a schoolteacher, moved to New Haven, Connecticut soon after, and spent the rest 
of his life there.


In 1917, a second wedding was held at the Wentworth home. On January 27, 1917, daughter 
Ethel, a nurse, married Samuel Fields. Another small affair, this one was performed by Rev. 
Payson Pierce.


The Wentworths moved in with their daughter and her new husband in Hatfield, and their house 
was sold to another George & Carolyn Kenyon in March. The Wentworth died in Hatfield in the 
early 1930s. 


Born in 1872 to Leonard and Anna 
(Gimlich) Kenyon, George Kenyon 
worked for C.C. Gamwell during his 
teens, and at 20 he bought a coal 
business. Later he established a 
successful retail business sell ing 
hardware. He married Carolyn Smith in 
1895, and by the time they moved to 
Commonwealth during World War I they 
had two teen sons, Robert and George.


The Kenyons lived there just three years 
before selling the home to J. Frederick 
and Anna Kahl.


The son of Christian and Christiana 
(Prediger) Kahl, J.F. Kahl was a well 
known jeweler in downtown Pittsfield for 
65 years. Born in 1864, he began 
apprenticing at age 14, with F.A. 
Robbins. When Robbins’ store became 
the first Pittsfield business to be wired 
for electric lights, an experiment of 



Williams Stanley’s in the late 1800s, Kahl became the go-to trouble-shooter for issues in the 
early electric grid as additional businesses became connected. Kahl also served as an early 
Alderman on the city council, and later on the boards of several major banks.


In 1886, he married Anna Grawe of Pittsfield. 
Together, they had seven daughters (“the Kahl 
sisters”) - Bertha, Gertrude, Florence, Christine, 
Minnie and Dorothy- and one son, Charles.


Kahl bought the house 3 years after he took over 
Robbins’ jewelry business, after 39 years there, 
renaming it the J. F. Kahl company.  He and Anna 
were 54, with five of their eight children still living at 
home, the youngest (Dorothy) age 16. Daughter 
Christine was there only a short while, marrying 
Wells Holton Ingalls of Abbott Street in the fall of 
1921. Their engagement was announced at a pink-
themed luncheon at the Kahl’s home.


Their son Charles Edward was 20, and recently 
discharged from the war, in September 1919. 
Charles was barely 17 when he enlisted to serve in 
WWI and was made a radio operator in the Navy, 
joining a sea war such as the world had never seen. 
He survived multiple attacks by new submarines on 

ships like the U.S.S. Powhatan, a confiscated 20 year old German passenger liner hastily 
converted to battleship. After the war, he worked for General Electric.


In November 1925, Charles Kahl married Lila Louise Chandler, a clerk in a local doctor’s office. 
Charles moved in with Lila’s family on Malcolm Avenue, where they had two children- daughter 
Joan in 1926, followed by Sally in 1929. The same year his 2nd daughter was born, Charles 
was the all-city champion bowler. He was seemingly doing well in a new job at the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company, and was active in the Zion Church. But everything was not alright. On 
the morning of Saturday, Dec. 28, 1929,Kahl let himself into the Stanley Club rooms on the top 
floor of the City Savings Bank. He opened the stove in the kitchen, placed his head inside and 
turned on both gas jets. His body was discovered an hour later.


All the Kahls were actively involved in Zion Lutheran Church, where J. Frederick served many 
years as superintendent of Sunday school, succeeded by his daughter Gertrude for another 20 
years. 


Gertrude worked 45 years for Berkshire Mutual Fire Insurance, before retiring in 1957. Minnie 
also worked her whole career in insurance, most of it as a stenographer with Berkshire Life, 
retiring in 1965. Youngest sister Dorothy worked for G.E., and then for 22 years as a library 
technician. For a number of years, the unmarried Kahl sisters lived together in a house on 
Waverly Street.


John Frederick died at their Commonwealth Ave home on the morning of March 6, 1944, just a 
few weeks before his 80th birthday. Kahl had suffered from a heart condition for some time. His 
body lay in state there until March 9, when a prayer service was held at the home prior to his 
funeral at Zion Lutheran Church.


Anna Kahl died at home on February 2, 1948. Like her husband, her body was on view at the 
home for about three days prior to burial at Pittsfield Cemetery.




In June, the house was sold by Dorothy, as 
executrix, for $17,500 to Francis & Margaret 
Martin, new arrivals to Pittsfield.


A radiologist born and educated in Canada, 
Dr. Martin met Margaret Marko, a nurse, while 
he was interning at a hospital in Plainfield, 
New Jersey. They married in Montreal in 
1941, just before he deployed to serve in the 
medical corp of the Canadian Army for two 
y e a r s o f W W I I . W h i l e l i v i n g a t 4 3 
Commonwealth, Margaret served as town 
librarian for Lanesborough, during which she 
wrote a town history that is still used regularly. 

Her husband worked at St Luke’s Hospital, as 
well as at Hillcrest.


Margaret and Francis Martin had five 
daughters while they lived in Pittsfield, 
Margaret (“Penny”), Kathy, Mary Louise 

(“Weizi”), Rosemary, and Joan. Later they would add two sons, John and Paul. 


In 1956, Martin accepted a position 
at a hospital in Kansas, and the 
family relocated. They later lived in 
Nebraska, where Dr. Martin died in 
1983. Margaret survived until 2006.


In 1957, Robert and Gloria (Mahon) 
McInerny became the new owners 
of 43 Commonwealth. Robert was 
also a doctor, who came to 
Pittsfield in 1952, opening a private 
practice on North Street following a 
residency at the Brooklyn Veterans 
Hospital.


Gloria studied geology at Bayard 
College, but ultimately ended up 
working with children, and became 
director of the local School 
Enrichment Council.


The McInernys had two daughters at the time, Alice and 
Eileen. They attended PHS in the 1960s, where both 
were honors students involved in a variety of activities. 
Eileen went on to the University of Colorado, and after 
college worked for the Yellow Cab Company in 
Pittsfield briefly. In June 1975, she married James 
Choun of Boulder, Colorado. Alice matriculated to 
Smith, then earned a law degree at Hofstra. Today, she 
is with the NYC law firm Kirby McInerny LLP.


After their daughters were out of high school, the  



McInerneys sold the house to William and Marilyn (Frankel) Simons, in 1969.


Then 41, William had been a practicing attorney in the 
area since 1960, with Silverman & Calnan.  In October 
1968, he became assistant D.A. for the Western District 
of Massachusetts, covering Berkshire and Hampden 
(Berkshire would not have its own DA’s office until the 
following decade). 


Marilyn Simons was heavily involved with volunteer 
work at the Berkshire Museum and with the Knesset 
Israel Sisterhood. She and William had two children, 
Amy and Richard, then in high school. 


In 1972, William went into private practice again as a 
criminal defense attorney. Among his most notable 
cases was the defense of Earl Gary Blake of North 
Adams, who was found not guilty of the murder of 
Dawn Smith, leaving the case classified unsolved to this 
day.


In 1977, he was appointed as a judge to the bench of 
the Superior Court, where he continued to serve until 
1993.


Amy graduated from Skidmore College and then 
attained a master’s degree in special education from 
Boston University. In 1980 she married Ruben 
Abramovich. Richard Simons graduated from PHS and 
Union College, then acquired a law degree from Boston 
University. He married Marcie Greenfield in 1985.


William Simons passed away in 2016, at age 88. In 2017, Marilyn 
Simons sold the Commonwealth Ave house for $190,000.


Buyers Bryan and Norah Beauragard remain the current owners of 
43 Commonwealth Avenue, as of 2022. 


Sources: 
Berkshire Registry of Deeds: Bk289p620; B348p648; B384p586; B531p632; 
B871p182; B6012p60 

U.S. Federal Census 1900-1940 
Atlas of Berkshire County. Beers, 1876 
Atlas of Berkshire County. Barnes and Farnham, 1904. 

Berkshire Eagle: 9/4/1897; 9/16/1897; 8/21/1902; 3/42/1917; 1/29/1917; 
6/29/1921; 10/6/1926; 7/3/1931; 1/17/1934; 4/2/1965; 5/4/1965; 1/25/1968;  
5/27/1971; 11/30/1974; 12/10/1977; 3/27/1978;5/10/1985;  
12/10/19805/26/1987;  

Pittsfield Assessors Records 
Pittsfield Building Permits

William W. Simons, 1977







1924 - Sanborn Fire Insurance Map












