
 

28-30 Daniels Avenue 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

c. 1922



Narrative 

The main residence at 28-30 Daniels Avenue was built circa 1922, with a modified outbuilding 
structure on the lot that dates back to the 1880s.


Pre-History 

The property is described as Lot 91 on a pre-Civil War land plan for the development of the 
Childs Farm, on which most of the modern Westside neighborhood is situated. This west side 
of Pittsfield was largely devoid of housing until the latter half of the 19th century. It filled in 
considerably between the 1870s and 1900. An image from the 1899 panoramic map of 
Pittsfield shows the lots where 24-26 and 28-30 Daniels will be built as substantially wooded, 
with the barn (later garage) oriented facing south. 


Around this time the lot and the structure on it were part of 141 Francis Avenue, owned by  
contractor Samuel Dodge, whose property line extended to Daniels Avenue. It remained part of 
his property into the early 1900s.


In the 1910s, the parcel was sold to Lila Beebe, wife of a local physician, who in turn sold it to 
the Pittsfield Day Nursery. In May 1920 they sold it to Joseph Moran, the city assessor.


The House the Kelsey’s Built 

Two months later Moran lists the lot for sale, including the barn, for $2,000. The barn had been 
greatly expanded within the past 15 years, based on available Sanborn insurance maps, and 



Moran’s advertisement states the barn itself is worth at least $1500. It is purchased in August 
1921, by Charles Moran and George Kelsey, who were partners in a grocery business starting 
in 1909. First located on Columbus Ave, they had just moved 
it to North Street in 1920, purchasing the Riley Block 
(currently Paul Rich & Sons). 

 
Moran and Kelsey appear to have had the new house built 
for rental income. They used the expanded barn/garage for 
storage for a number of years. In 1922, 28 & 30 Daniels 
appear in the city directory for the first time, with 30 
occupied by George Munger and his wife Mary, while 28 is 
rented to his 23 year old son, John F. Munger. In 1923, Moran 
and Kelsey took out and $5,000 mortgage against the 
property.


Soon after, Moran and Kelsey separated; in 1926 Kelsey 
reopened at 76 North St, and the Daniel Ave property was 
transferred to the new incorporate, Kelsey’s Market. George 
Kelsey died a year later, and the business was taken over by 
his son.


First tenants George Munger and his son John worked most 
of their lives as railroad engineers; George in particular was 
credited with several life-saving responses to emergencies 
and potential accidents.


In the mid 1920s, George and Mary were replaced by 
Edward F. Hayes and his wife Edna, who lived at 30 Daniels 
with their young son Edward Jr until the early 30s. Hayes 
owned a business for sign painting, and costumes. He also 
directed the Ed Hayes Minstrels, which presented variety 
shows that included musical numbers and blackface 

Left:  c1905 Right: c.1924-1936,  
showing the new house at 28-30 Daniels. 

By this time, the barn has been turned orienting 
west, and had a large L-shaped addition added in 
front. This newer section is gone by 1939 maps.   

Charles Moran also served as an 
early city councilor



comedy. They performed to large 
crowds at venues throughout the 
Berkshires and beyond. Haynes 
also entertained minstrels from 
larger troupes and circuses at 
their Daniels Ave home.



In 28 Daniels, John Munger was 
replaced in the late 20s by various 
short-term tenants: Howard 
McCormack, George Taylor, 
Edward Andrews, Clarence 
Silvernail. Most were laborers at 
the General Electric plants. From 
1934 to 1939, it was the home of 
Ernest Nelson, who worked at the 
Silent Glow Oil Burner Company, 

and his wife Ruth. They were 
followed by Leo Gaynor of Carr Hardware along with his wife Dorothy and his mother Alice.


Next to them, the Hayes family was replaced by Frederick B. Tregaskis Jr, a 20-year-old 
grocery store clerk, and his new wife Vera. He was the son of a traveling salesman, and had 

been arrested in 1928 for pulling an unlicensed gun on a state trooper who 
suddenly awakened him sleeping in his car. He later worked for Southern 
New England Ice Co. They were succeeded by Myron Pruyne in 1938, and 
then Henry in 1940.


Henry Yon was a manager of his father’s furniture store, Yon Furniture, 
aged about 44 when he moved in on Daniels Ave. He and his wife Lena 
(Biron) had two daughters already married by this time. The family were 
communicants of Notre Dame Church.


Shortly after moving there, Yon was fined $50 for operating under the 
influence when his car plowed into the parked cruiser of a state trooper on 
Union Street.


In 1944 Kelsey’s Market sold the house to Hyman Cohen, its manager, 
who moved in at 30 Daniels. This marks the first time the house had been 
owner-occupied. 

Hyman David Cohen was born in 
Massachusetts just after this parents, 
Harris and Lena Cohen, immigrated 
from Russia in 1902. He married 
Ju l ie t t  Goudey in 1931. They 
previously lived with her parents in 
Lenox, with their two young sons, 
Denis and David. By the end of the 
40s, Juliett’s mother Emily Goudey 
came to live with them on Daniels Ave. 


Juliette worked as a clerk at Pittsfield 
Rye, and then at JoAnne’s Bakery, 
which at that time was part of Kelsey’s as well. She was a longtime communicant of St 
Teresa’s. 




Strapped for parking and capital for improvements, Kelsey’s Market closed for good in 1953. 
Hyman Cohen went on to work at the the Community Market on Elm Street, and the Daniels 
Ave house was sold in 1954 to Domenico & Maria Esposito. 


Domenico (aka Domenic) Esposito was born in Callico, Italy in 
1898. A longtime G.E. employee, he had originally been married 
to Teresa, with whom he’d had four children- Anthony, Joseph, 
Angelo, and Dalgiza. A number of years after her death in 1938, 
Domenico remarried to Maria [Scopelliti] D’Agostino, after she 
arrived in the U.S. in 1951. He took in two stepsons, Frank and 
Anthony D’Agostino, and soon after the couple had a daughter, 
Angela.


The house would remain owned and occupied bay Esposito/
D’Agostino family for the next 50 years, with their children 
occupying 28 Daniels at various times with spouses.


In 1955, Anthony Esposito married Shirley Pero of Adams. In 
September 1960, Frank D’Agostino married Janet Bassett of 
Dickinson Ave. In 1965, Maria Esposito was granted her 
citizenship. In 1967, Domenico died at St Luke’s Hospital 
following an extended illness. Following mass at Mount Carmel 
church, he was buried at St Joseph’s cemetery.


In 1969, Maria, daughter Angela, and grand-daughter Cindy 
D’Agostino left for 6 weeks to visit relatives in Italy. Three years 
later, in January of her senior year, Angela became engaged to 
David Teal. The marriage was short-lived, and she remarried in 
1976 to Frederick Lyon, who moved in at 28 Daniels.


Maria’s health declined in the mid 1980s, with records showing 
multiple hospitalizations. She died at Berkshire Medical Center on January 19, 1987. She was 
buried in the family plot at St Joseph’s.


By this time 28 Daniel had been occupied for the past three years by grandson Dominic J. 
D’Agostino, son of Frank and Janet. After Maria’s death, they inherited it in conjunction with 
Frank’s siblings and half-siblings.


In 1996, the children of Domenico and Maria sold the house to Betsy D’Agostino, daughter of 
Frank and sister of Domenic, who continued living at 28 Daniels until around 1999. D’Agostino 
was a noted local athlete, particularly soccer, at Taconic and North Adams State College, 
where she was later inducted into the athletic Hall of Fame in 2007. In the 90s, she worked at 
East Street Auto Mall. Sister Holly D’Agostino married William Pignatelli, longtime State 
Representative for the 4th Berkshire District.


In 2001, a subsequent tenant, age 21, was arrested for sale of crack cocaine, in an undercover 
sting operation that involved Pittsfield, North Adams, Adams police and state troopers. She 
was jailed for one year.


In October 2004, Betsy D’Agostino sold the house to Helene Gingras, leaving her job to start 
D’Agostino’s Deli on West Housatonic Street. Later she worked in real estate.


Gingras had one tenant listed in city directories during the next few years, Sarah Fellman.




“The Compound” 

In 2008, Gingras sold 28-30 Daniels to Jazu Stine. A recent newcomer to the city, Stine was 
connected closely to several businesses considered to be pivotal in the commercial and arts 
resurgence in downtown that had recently begun in Pittsfield. Stine worked for Leslie Ferrin 
setting up the popular Ferrin Gallery, helped establish the kitchen at the new Dottie’s Coffee 
Lounge, then went next door to work as a chef at Mission. Owned by Jim and Jennie Benson, 
this popular new bar and eatery brought frequent live music back to downtown, and launched 
the substantial WordXWord performance festivals of that era.


In June 2009, the former McGovern property next door at 34 Daniels Avenue was bought by 
the Bensons. Its rooms were rented out to other Mission staff, as well as a variety of other 
people involved significantly in the downtown dining/arts scene of that era. Stine’s house had 
already become a social hang-out for chefs and other 20 and 30 somethings getting out late 
from downtown restaurants, and this blossomed further with the connection of the two houses.  
A dividing fence between was torn out, a combined garden space was made, and the lots 
essentially were combined to create a sort of compound. 


A youthful and bohemian atmosphere dominated these conjoined properties, full of parties, 
good food, and sometimes interpersonal drama. It was a place known to and visited by 
hundreds over a few short years. It was a staple part of the “after party” scene driven by new 
bars, arts festivals and plentiful gallery openings downtown. Among the residents at 34 Daniels 
during this period were James Burden, Daire Rooney, her John Rooney, Jessica Hume, Javier 
Dominguez. 


Left to right: James Burden, Tamara Carter, Jazu Stine



After a brief period opening up another venture on North Street, The Market, Jazu moved on to 
work at Brix, another pivotal restaurant of the time. 


2011-2012 saw significant changes in Pittsfield’s political landscape and a palpable shift in its 
burgeoning arts economy, and at the same time personal issues between parties across the 
Compound had also caused shifts, conflict, and departures of tenants. In 2012, Stine had a 
child with his partner, Tamara Carter. Around that time, a new couple with children moved in at 
34 Daniels, and the Compound took on a more family-oriented dynamic over the next few 

years.


In early 2022, Stine sold 28-30 Daniels to 
KPJ Enterprises LLC. The property is being 
restored and re-developed as part of the 
West Side Legends Buy Back Program. 


At the time of this writing, extensive 
reconstruction has commenced on the 
structure, both exterior envelope restoration 
and interior floor plan alteration. (See 
appendix).  

Its current assessed value is $112,100. 
Pittsfield assessor records currently list the 
house incorrectly as being built in 1880, and 
its outbuilding storage barn as dating to 
1901. In actuality, it is the barn that dates to 
1880s, with the house erected between 
August 1921 and the summer of 1922.




