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The residence at 81 Northumberland was constructed in late 1914 for the family of William H. 
Young, long time chair of the local Republican Party. The house incorporates materials from the 
former mansion at that location, Grey Tower.


Pre-History 

Until the turn of the 20th century, all of what is now Northumberland and several of its parallel 
streets were part of the sprawling “Grey Tower” estate of William Pollock. One of the most 
imposing manor homes in Pittsfield in the late 19th century, the gray limestone fortress is 
thought to have been designed by notable architect John W. Priest, of New York. The main 
house had previously been known as “Woodside,” home of the Burnap family, which Pollock 
greatly expanded and improved after purchasing it in 1855. The original estate comprised a 
tract of more than 80 acres bounded by Elm, Dawes, Holmes Road and High Street. Grey 
Tower itself straddled what is now 53 to 59 Northumberland, with 81 Northumberland 
occupying what appears to have been the a garden landscape area to the immediate rear area 
of the house itself. 


Born in Scotland, William Pollock had come to the U.S. in the 1830s, and eventually 
established substantial interests in many of the major wool mills, at a time when Berkshire 
County was producing more than half of all wool in the U.S. By the end of the Civil War, his 
fortune was worth $2,000,000. After his death in 1866, Grey Tower occupied for many years by 
his widow, Susan (Learned) Pollock and children.


These included William Jr, later owner of Holmesdale; George, who became publisher of the 
New York Herald, and Sarah Alpine Pollock. In November of 1882, one of the most memorable 



wedding receptions of the Berkshires gilded 
age was held at Grey Tower

After the death of Susan Pollock in 1892, 
some of the west side of the estate started to 
be sold off for new development. The 1893 
map of Pittsfield shows the early planning 
stages of new streets, which would be revised 
several times over the next few years as the 
larger plan for the neighborhood changed.


In 1907, the Pittsfield Improvement company 
began to acquire and develop the former 
estate. Backed in part by Schenectady 
financiers lined up by General Electric, the 
company’s mission was to develop quality 
housing for the workforce which G.E., which 
had just acquired the William Stanley 
company, was bringing into Pittsfield.


A subsequent land plan, drawn by A.A. Fobes 
(see appendix) in 1910, shows the division of 
lots for the streets south of Malcolm Avenue. 

81 Northumberland was Lot 260 on this map.


In November 1913, Frederick C. Hall of Stratford Avenue purchased up the manor itself and the 
lots closest to it for around $10,000. Hall already had three houses on Northumberland, and 
intended to build more. To this end, Hall promptly dismantled Grey Tower, and salvaged much 
of the building material, much of which appears to have been re-used in the houses he built on 
Northumberland and Malcolm. Among other resources, some of the timber in Grey Tower was 
rumored to have been originally imported from Scotland. 


The current owner of 81 Northumberland reported a previous owner stating that lumber and 
leaded glass windows from Grey Tower were used here. Physical inspection bears this out.  
Several remaining windows appear consistent with the earlier style of Grey Tower, and some 
basement beams seem indicative of greater age as well. Brick used in the structure may also 
be recycled from the earlier manor. 




Recorded Pittsfield building permits indicate one issued to Fred Hall for a brick-and-stucco 
house costing $4800 on Northumberland in late 1913, right about the same time as the 
mansion was being demolished.


The property was purchased from Hall in early June of 1914 by William and Louisa Young, and 
they were listed in residence there that fall. 


Born in Florida, New York in 1869, William H. Young married 
Louisa Abrams in Schenectady in 1888. This was about the time 
Young began working for the General Electric Company, in which 
he was promoted to an executive position 7 years later. Young 
came to Pittsfield in 1905, when they moved the center of their 
burgeoning plastics department from Schenectady to Pittsfield. 
They initially bought a house on Forest Place, where they lived 
until moving to the new house built on Northumberland. In 1914 
they had a daughter, Irma, age 10, and a grown son, Stanley, 
then 21.


Young quickly took on leadership roles in the local Republican 
party, whose committee he chaired for 18 years. He served on 
the city’s planning board, as chair of the public works board, and 
several terms on it’s common Council. Following his retirement 
from G.E. in 1932, he ran unsuccessfully for county 
commissioner. Extensive political organizing activity no doubt 
went on in the home, and some events, such as a record found of 
a “fireside rally” held at 81 Northumberland in 1921 for mayoral 
candidate Arthur Baker.


Little is recorded of Louisa Young. Even her obituary contains 
only the most basic facts and no biographical detail, interests or 
activities.


Son Stanley went into the insurance business and moved to Hartford, where he remained for 
several decades (he died in San Diego, in 1982).


Irma Amanda Young graduated Pittsfield High in 1922, followed by schooling at the Berkshire 
Business College. In 1931, she moved out to Los Angeles. By 1940, she had taken a job as a 
stenographer in New York City (the 1940 census 
finds her living at the Kenmore Hall Hotel) and 
the Youngs, now in their 70s, were living alone 
at 81 Northumberland. In 1941, Irma married 
Paul G. New, a chemical engineer from New 
York.


In October 1944, the Youngs sold 81 
Northumberland to Orlando and Ruth Cowan. 
At the time of their death in the 1950s, the 
Youngs were living in Demarest, New Jersey 
with their daughter. Irma, who worked as an 
executive secretary for Allied Chemical, had one 
son with her husband, Robert New. She died in 
1989.


William H. Young- 1935

Irma Young’s grave in Tenafly, NJ



Born and raised in White Plains NY, Orlando Eggliston Cowan attended Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute. He married Ruth Artstrong Haner at the Kinderhook Reformed Church in 1932, at age 
23. In 1944 they moved to Pittsfield, where Orlando was initially a toolmaker at May 
Engineering on Adam Street, who were at that time a subcontractor for the Manhattan Project. 
Later he worked for General Electric.


Ruth born in Valatie in 1911 to Robert and Elizabeth (Palmer) Haner, attended high school in 
Chatham. Later she graduated the Leland Powers Theater School in Boston. Locally, she was a 
Daughter of the Eastern Star (Orlando was also involved with freemasonry locally) and the 
Mattoon club at South Congregational church, where the family were members. She was also 
active in the Plunkett School PTA.


The Cowans had three young sons when they moved to 81 Northumberland- Richard, Donald,  
and Douglas. A fourth son Duane was born in 1949.


Richard Cowan graduated Pittsfield High in 1951, and went into the naval reserves for the three 
years while working as a draftsman at G.E. He then volunteered for active duty and was sent to 
radio school in Maryland, then assigned to the U.S.S. Newport News.


Donald graduated in ’52, and attained an associate degree in the fire science program at 
Berkshire Community College shortly after. Following two years service in the Marine Corps, he 
served with the Pittsfield Fire Department for 30 years. He married Sylvia Supernaugh in 1956, 
and the couple lived with his parents at 81 Northumberland for a time.


Douglas also served in the Navy, then worked for G.E. for many years, living in Richmond for 
55 years. He married Cassie Beckwith of Becket. He spent several years creating one of the 
Berkshire Carousel horses, named “Pinky,” in memory of her, after she died in 2008.


Tragedy came to the family in the early morning of January 27, 1972, when local police arrived 
at 81 Northumberland to bring the news that youngest son Duane, then 23, had been killed in 
an auto wreck. At about 2:15A.M., his car struck went off the road 1,000 feet south of Skyline 
Country Club on Route 7 in Lanesborough. He struck a tree and was killed instantly. 
Lanesborough police believed he may have fallen asleep at the wheel.


Orlando Cowan retired from 17 years at G.E. in 1974; the Cowans sold the house three years 
later, for $42,500. Orlando (d. 1986) and Ruth (d. 1997) are buried in Kinderhook, next to the 
church in which they were married. Also interred there are Duane, Donald (d.1986), and most 
recently Douglas, in January, 2022, and his older brother Richard just six weeks later in 
February, 2022. Both had several children still residing locally: Donald left  Kenneth Cowan of 
Pittsfield (also Greta of Charlton and Gwen (Mooney) of Harrison, OH.  Richard left Daniel 
Cowan, Cindy Danforth, and Paula Piacenti of Pittsfield, along with Paul Cowan, Martin Cowan, 
and Debbie Gouger of Dalton (and David Cowan, Katie Brown of Plymouth).


John and Susan [Fields] O’Connor became the new owners in the fall of 1977. The couple had 
just been married a year and a half earlier, at St Mark’s Church. Native to Pittsfield, Susan was 
a longtime local realtor, following a stint at Morgan Grampian Publishing and New York Life 
Insurance Company. In 1986 she was hired as Executive Director of the Berkshire Board of 
Realtors. She was also a snare drummer for the Berkshire Highlanders.


While still in publishing, she met John, who was then living in Boston, working as the editor of 
the National Fire Protection Association’s monthly magazine, Fire Command. A Penn State 
graduate with two years active duty service in the Army, John also had two daughters, 
Kathleen and Ellen O’Connor, from a previous marriage. The couple initially lived in Boston, but 
moved to Pittsfield in late 1977.




Susan died suddenly at 81 Northumberland on January 8, 1996. The cause of her death is not 
named in her obituary, and there are no earlier indications in records of hospitalizations or leave 
from the Berkshire Board of Realtors. 


In 2005, John O’Connor sold the 
house for $202,500, to Robert L. 
Giuliani and Leslie D. Magier John is 
currently listed as residing in Plainfield, 
Massachusetts.


Leslie was born Leslie Dale Ellman, in 
Brooklyn, New York, two days after 
Christmas 1961. In the 1990s she is 
l isted in Framingham, MA area 
directories as Leslie Magier, and later 
in local directories as Leslie Giuliani. 
Robert and Leslie met in May 2002, 
and married in 2015.

They left little footprint in newsprint 
local ly during their t ime at 81 
Northumberland. Robert’s Facebook 
lists him as having worked at Crane in 
Dalton, MA, where he has also resided. 
Leslie has worked at Wayfair since 
2020, where she is a customer service 
manager. They relocated to Michigan 
in 2021.
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