
 

15 Norman Avenue 
Pittsfield, Mass.  

c. 1915 



Circa 1985



The residence at 15 Norman Ave was built sometime in 1915 and first occupied by Maynard & 
Edith Joudrey. It has since been the home of two primary families: the Snells, and the Durwins.


Pre-History 

The land where it is situated was once considered part of Dickinson’s Woods, after Israel 
Dickinson, first High Sheriff of Berkshire County, who acquired much of the land north of what’s 
now Tyler Street in the colonial era. It later became known as Curtis Woods, after the Benjamin 
R. Curtis, a retired U.S. Supreme Court justice who acquired it from Dickinson’s heirs in 1851.


Curtis cleared some of the land for farming, to about where Dickinson Avenue is today. He built 
his home which stills stand on what’s now Perrine Ave, along with a coachmen’s house and 
barn that were later converted to homes on what’s now Norman and Dickinson Avenues. The 
estate became known as "Morningside” when it was sold in the 1870s to Ensign Kellogg, who 
owned also owned land south of Morningside. 


Preliminary plans for developing a portion of the estate into residential streets were first drawn 
during Kellogg’s time, but looked very different from the neighborhood eventually built- with 
long, looping streets that would have left the orchard, graperies, and several large undeveloped 
tracts. These did not come to fruition, and the estate was sold soon after to Dr. F.A.C. Perrine. 


After his death in 1907, his widow sold off virtually all the land to developer Henry J. Miller, 
retaining only the residence and immediate lot around it. The new development of 
“Morningside Heights” or “Morningside Park” sprung up rapidly beginning in 1909, and nearly 
all houses there now were completed by the 1930s.


The house at 15 Norman is situated on Lot 14 of the land plan drawn up for Henry Miller by 
engineers Barnes & Spaulding in 1909. Miller first sold this lot in July of 1909, to Maynard N. 
Joudrey. Like the surrounding lots, it was sold with conditions that prior to 1920, no structure 

Curtis Woods, circa 1855



should be built less than 15 feet from the road, and no home built costing less than $2,000, 
deed restrictions typical of many neighborhood developments of the time.


Assessors records for Pittsfield (see appendix) date the residence to 1935, but in fact it is two 
decades older than that, erected by Joudrey several years after he bought the lot, sometime in 
1915.  A notation in the Berkshire Eagle social pages in early January 1916 denotes that the 
Maynards had just moved into their new house on Norman Avenue, and 1916 is the first year 
that city directories show a listing for this address.


Maynard Joudrey was born in Canada about 1880, immigrating to the U.S. in 1899. He married 
Edith Bohaker of Nova Scotia in Lynn, Massachusetts in February 1904. Born in 1881, Edith 
was the daughter of Wallace Bohaker and Hester Robinson. In 1905, they had a son, named 
Ralph. In 1910, the Joudrey family lived on Dalton Avenue, nearby to where Maynard worked at 
the General Electric as a laborer, and eventually in transformer design. They earned extra 
income by renting to boarders. Son Ralph, the first child to live at 15 Norman Avenue, later 
moved to Springfield where he married Jean Palmer in 1933.


After three years, in April 1919, Joudrey sold the 
property to John and Elizabeth Snell, and moved to a 
house on Alden Street. The Joudreys moved to 
Florida, where they died in the late 1960s.


John H. Snell was born in Lenox in 1878, to William 
and Mary [Hibbard] Snell. He began in the printing 
business in 1895, working with the former Sunday 
Morning Call, located on Eagle Street, and then with 
the Berkshire Eagle from 1904 to 1946. Snell belonged 
to the Trinity Methodist Church and the Typographical 
Union.


He married Elizabeth D. Henderson on October 6, 
1903, in a ceremony held up the street at 40 Norman 
Avenue, the home of Elizabeth’s family. Around 200 
guests gathered at there for the evening ceremony, 
with the house decorated in silk flags, hydrangeas,  
and palms. Rev. C.L. Leonard performed the 
ceremony, with Daisy Snell and George Henderson 
standing as bridesmaid and best man.


Following a honeymoon in New York, she and John 
would reside at 40 Norman for a number of years 
before they bought the house from Joudrey. By the 
time they moved into 15 Norman they had four 
children: Erwin, 11, William, 10, Elsie, 8, and Doris, 7.


After the death of William Henderson, Elizabeth Snell’s 
mother Emma moved in at the house for a brief time, 
until her death at Boston General in 1921, after which 
her funeral was held at 15 Norman on June 6.


The Snells were very active members of the Methodist 
church and related Methodist organizations. A wide 

variety of prayer groups and bible classes were held in their home over the next several 



decades, including the Neighbor Circle of Morningside, one of the first associations specific to 
that neighborhood, in 1922.


The children attended nearby Crane School, and the old Pittsfield High School. Erwin Snell 
(1907-1983) spent stints working for G.E., but ultimately followed his father’s lead into the print 
room at the Eagle, where he became known as “Sarge,” and had put in 45 years total by the 
time he retired. 


In the summer of 1929, he and another young man Charles Wasson, who lived two doors down 
at 279 Springside, set out to “work their way across the country.” Cross country driving trips 
were still new enough to be newsworthy, and the Eagle offered several bits of coverage of their 
journey. They left around August 1 in “a little coupe,” and two weeks later they’d gotten jobs at 
a G.E. plant in Cleveland. They worked there six weeks, then made their way through Missouri, 

Oklahoma, Texas, Arizona, staying in YMCAs and tourist camps along 
the way. They wrote from Mexico in early fall, saying they meant to 
reach San Francisco by mid-October and stay there working until at 
least the following Spring. The papers say nothing further after that, 
but Snell must have come back a bit earlier than planned. The first 
week of Spring 1930 finds him filing marriage intentions on March 26 
with Blanche Maracuski of Pittsfield, who he married in a small 
ceremony in the Trinity Methodist parsonage on April 21. Charles 
Wasson was his best man.  Blanche moved in at 15 Norman, and less 
than seven months later, on Nov 16, 1930, their son Richard Snell 
was born. Richard would go on to be a painter and a pillar volunteer 
in the gay community of Provincetown, Mass.


William Snell (1908-1995) who drove out with friends to visit his 
brother over Labor Day weekend, moved out of the house when he 
married Mildred Markle in Hoosick Falls in 1932, and moved to 
Miami, Florida, where he worked as a chauffeur. William got into 
landscaping there, then worked as a local parks superintendent and 
finally as a park ranger for Cape Florida, where he designed the 
landscaping around its historic lighthouse. While there, he met 
Richard Nixon several times, prior to his election as president. They 
had one daughter, Noel E. Snell, born in 1950 (later Noel Collier, 
currently listed as living the Miami area). 


Elsie May Snell (1910-1997) was one of the first children in Berkshire County to be stricken in 
the polio epidemic that shut down Pittsfield and other east coast cities in the fall of 1916. The 
disease would produce lasting debilitating effects, and in 1922 the Snells took her to New 
Jersey to see Adolph Lorenz, a famous Austrian doctor 
known as “the Bloodless surgeon of Vienna.” 


Elsie was a performer and musician from an early age; her 
name first appears giving recitations in event programs as 
early as 1915, and by the beginning of her teens she was 
playing piano regularly in concerts and school plays. 


On May 3, 1929, a large surprise party was held on Norman 
Ave for her 19th birthday. The home was decorated in pink 
and yellow, with games, dancing and refreshments served. 
For many years she worked as a secretary for the Salvation 
Army, then at local banks prior to leaving Pittsfield around age 
60.




Doris Snell married Clark Calebough in a medium sized 
ceremony at Trinity Methodist on October 5, 1934. A reception 
for sixty guests followed on Norman Ave, with the house 
decorated in Autumn flowers. After, they moved into an 
apartment at 81 Dalton Ave. With Clark she had three children- 
Clark Calebaugh Jr,  John, and Barbara (married name: Digi). 
They eventually moved to Middletown, Pennsylvania. At the 
time of this writing, only Barbara is still living of her three 
children, listed living in the Pennsylvania area. Three of Doris’ 
grandchildren via her son Clark also reside in Pennsylvania.


In 1946, John Snell retired after some 50 years in the 
newspaper business. On May 12, 1948, a large party was held 
at their home for his 70th birthday. 


On October 14, 1949, John Snell died at Pittsfield General 
Hospital, where he’d been a patient for almost two weeks 
following a cerebral hemorrhage. That day the print shop 
added an editorial note to the evening edition, “The passing of 
John H. Snell, a veteran printer, saddens this shop. A 
conscientious workman and a solid citizen."


Sports columnist John M. Flynn eulogized further in his column 
the following day: “Never have I met a person with such a 
uniformly pleasant disposition as Jack had through the long 

years I knew him on The Eagle. A very capable and conscientious worker who took everything 
in stride and never became ruffled.”


Elizabeth Snell continued to live at the Norman Avenue residence another two decades, along 
with daughter Elsie. She was active in the Women’s Society for Christian Service, a Methodist 
organization, and the Bobby Kidney Sunshine Club, a local organization supporting polio 
survivors. She died on April 1, 1970, following a long illness.


In October, Elsie sold the house to Paul & Cynthia Durwin, who formerly lived nearby at 307 
Springside Ave, for $13,500. She moved in with her sister Doris in Pennsylvania. She passed 
away in 1997, the last of her siblings. Erwin had died in 1983, Doris in 1988, and William in ’95. 


Paul and Cynthia divorced in 1973, and he remarried Virginia Olds. In addition to their two sons 
from their previous marriages, Michael and Brian, they had two more sons, Joseph and 
Nicholas, who grew up at this residence. (See appendix materials)


Virgina and Paul remain the current owners of the property, which has a current assessed value 
of $174,000.


Additional Property and Structural Notes 

• This cape cod style bungalow consists four bedrooms, along with a  living room, dining room, 
kitchen and bathroom on the ground floor, as well as an ell addition added to the rear in the 
1970s. It also contains three separate attic spaces all accessed from small hatch doors, one 
from the ground floor and two from the 2nd floor master bedroom.




• An additional parcel uphill from the house was added to the property when John Snell 
purchased the adjacent Lot #15 from Margaret Healy in 1939.


• Outbuilding: A metal frame shed on the property is listed in assessors records as dating to 
1930, but is clearly absent from fire insurance maps from 1936 and 1955:





Sources: 

- Registry of Deeds, Berkshire Middle District: Book 348p476; b397p17; B484p354; B898p387

- Pittsfield Assessors Records 

Maps:

- Woodford, E. M. Map of the town of Pittsfield, Berkshire County, Mass. Philadelphia, Richard 

Clark, 1855

- Barnes & Spaulding Engineers. Plan of Lots for Morningside Heights. 1909. Reg. Of Deeds: 

Book 347, p643

- Barnes and Farnham, Atlas of Berkshire County, 1904. 

- Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1936; 1955

- Pittsfield City Directories, 1900-1960s

- US Federal Census, 1880-1950

- Vital Records- Massachusetts & others- accessed via ancestry.com and Berkshire 

Athenaeum

- Berkshire Eagle- Various (see appendix)
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07/28/08

Entry-Appt
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Not At Home
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Owner
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DURWIN PAUL E
DURWIN VIRGINIA D

15 NORMAN AVE
PITTSFIELD MA 01201

1208/165TE

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY RECORD CARD PITTSFIELD

Situs : 15 NORMAN AVE 0 Parcel ID: I110012006 Class: 101 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Living Units

District
Zoning
Class

1

R6
Residential

Property Notes

10,000 

Entrance Information

Date ID Entry Code Source

Total Acres: .2296 Value Flag

Manual Override Reason
Base Date of Value

Effective Date of Value

Number Price % Complete

Sales/Ownership History

Transfer Date Price Type Validity Deed Reference Deed Type Grantee
09/15/87
09/01/87 Land + Bldg Transfer Of Convenience

165/1208

Assessed Appraised Cost Income
 60,000

 114,500
 174,500

 60,000
 114,500
 174,500

 0
 0
 0

 60,000
 86,200

 146,200

STANDARD APPROACH

Assessment Information

SF  60,000
 114,500
 174,500

01/01/2021

1208/165TE Vol / Pg

      2022

Gross Building:

Prior

Spot:  Location: 

Alternate ID



Story height

Exterior Walls

Style Year Built
Eff Year Built

Year Remodeled
1.5
Conv 1935

1935

3 1

No No

x

# Car Bsmt Gar

NoWhite

Poor

C

AVERAGE
0

Metal Shed
Patio Msry

 1930
 1990

 10
 16

x
x

 20
 18

 200
 288

D
D

 1
 1

A
F

 1,300
 490

Frame

Full

Basic
Gas

None

Fair

Same

Color

Rec Rm Size Rec Rm Type
FBLA Type

Basement
FBLA Size

Dwelling Information

Attic

Masonry Trim
Amenities

In-law Apt

Basement

                     Heating & Cooling                                        Fireplaces

Heat Type
Fuel Type

System Type

Stacks

Pre-Fab
Openings

Bedrooms
Family Rooms

Kitchens
Total Rooms
Kitchen Type

Kitchen Remod

Full Baths
Half Baths

Extra Fixtures

Bath Type
Bath Remod

Adjustments

Int vs Ext
Cathedral Ceiling

Unfinished Area
Unheated Area

Grade & Depreciation

Grade
Condition

CDU
Cost & Design

% Complete

Market Adj
Functional
Economic

% Good Ovr

Dwelling Computations

x

Base Price
Plumbing
Basement

Heating
Attic

% Good

Adj Factor

Functional
Economic

% Complete
Other Features

Subtotal Additions

Ground Floor Area
Total Living Area

58

1
 19,320

 1,387

 
 0
 0
 0

Steam

 x 

x

1
1

7

 728

Outbuilding Data

Type Size 1 Size 2 Area Qty Yr Blt Grade Condition Value

Condominium / Mobile Home Information

Printed: December 13, 2021    Card: 1 of 1

PITTSFIELD

Situs : 15 NORMAN AVE 0 Parcel Id: I110012006 Class: 101 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY RECORD CARD

Building Notes

OF 1

Room Detail

Complex Name
Condo Model

Unit Number
Unit Level
Unit Parking

Unit Location
Unit View
Model Make (MH)

 154,737

 6,212

 160,950

Model (MH)

Dwelling Value  112,670

% Good Override

C&D Factor  

      2022

1
3
4
5

6
750

 5,340
 2,200
 1,450
 1,970

 990
 7,370

Addition Details

Line # Low Value
11
10
12
31

12
10

1st 2nd 3rd Line # Low Value1st 2nd 3rd



Berkshire Durwins

The Berkshire Durwins all appear to be descended from Ephraim Darwin (c.1646-1725), who 
came to the Connecticut colony from England about 1670. Early members of his family are 
variously listed as Durwin, Durwin, and occasionally Durrum, owing to general illiteracy. 
Ephraim settled in Guilford, CT, where there is or was a formation of rocks named “Ephraim’s 
Rocks” after him, according to the 1877 History of Guilford.


Ephraim’s grandsons, Samuel and Ephraim III (1729-1814) came to Lanesborough in the early 
1760s, when it was a frontier town lacking even a church. 


They and some of their sons mustered with local regiments during the Revolution. Ephraim and 
his son (Ephraim IV) were also among the founding members of Union Parish in 1808, when 
that entity emerged from the split of Pittsfield’s first congregational church. Later, a father 
Laurence Durwin is stated to have formed the first charity in Pittsfield, according to the 
Catholic History of Pittsfield, a chapter of the St Vincent De Paul society.


The familial lines become somewhat murky at the turn of the 18th/19th century, but it appears 
that a branch of the local Durwins relocated to Canada in the late 1700s or early 1800s. While 
the connections have not been entirely mapped at this time, overwhelming statistical 
probability suggests the local Durwins of the late 18th century had a familial link to those 
detailed below, who migrated directly there from Canada in the mid 19th century. The name 
Durwin, particularly in that spelling variation, is extremely uncommon and in 21st century 
America it is almost exclusively limited to traceable members of the same family. The prospect 
that an unconnected Canadian family would happen to arrive in the same small region (then at 
a population just over 50,000) with these earlier Durwins is unlikely.


19th Century 

About 1860,  Joseph (b. Abt 1829) and Mary (b. Abt 1826) Durwin [Derwin] immigrated back to 
Pittsfield from Canada, with children Francis, Angelia, Mitchell and Joseph Arthur Durwin (b. 
1858, Canada). They are listed  in the 1865 Mass census, and son Mitchell has a birth 
certificate listing in Pittsfield in 1862.  Joseph & Mary quite likely followed a relative, possibly 
his brother, Mitchell Durwin (c1831-1914) who had come into Pittsfield  from Quebec in 1847, 



Berkshire Durwins

and married Eliza Merriam in 1856. 
Born around the same time in 
Quebec, this Joseph (b.1929) and 
Mitchell both had a father names 
Louis.  Mitchell Durwin and his 
sons established a small enclave of 
houses off East Street around 
1870, where members of that 
branch of the family lived for the 
next half century. Mitchell also had 
sons named William, and a Joseph 
A. Durwin (who was associated 
with Durwin’s Arena, a skating rink 
on Columbus Ave, before moving 
to Bridgeport).


Joseph Arthur (1858-1936) worked 
as a Teamster, and married Phoebe 
Belleisle [or Belisle] in 1880. 


This Joseph Arthur is probably the same “Joseph 
Derwin” who had sporadic dealings with the law 
around the turn of the century. In 1891, the 
Pittsfield Sun referred to him as “a tough young 
man,” upon his being sentenced to thirty days in 
jail for brawling behind the Burbank Block on 
North Street. It was at least his second offense for 
that, having been fined $4 in 1888 for an informal 
boxing duel behind the same block. In November, 
1893, his house was raided, and a large quantity 
of liquor was seized. Alternately, there is a 
possibility one or more of these events may be 
attributable to his younger cousin, also named 
Joseph A. Durwin [1870-1944], son of his 
apparent uncle, the elder Mitchell.


Joseph Arthur and Phoebe had five children, 
including Joseph J. Durwin [1892-1956], a 
carpenter who married Jennie Benway in 1911. 
Joseph J. And Jennie Durwin begat Joseph E., 
George, Dorothy and Arthur Durwin. They lived in 
Boston for a time, according to the 1920 census, 
which lists them at 16 Wensley Street, as does 
Joseph’s WWI draft card. By 1930 they’d returned 
to Pittsfield, and were living on Adam Street. 
Other addresses included Pine Street, 22 Foote 

Ave, and later 8 Cheshire Road.


Their son Joseph E. (1913-1984) married Harriet Knapp, who became parents of Paul Edward 
Durwin (b.1948). At that time they lived at 63 Reuter Ave, according to the 1948 street 
directory.


Paul’s sons are Michael, Brian, Joseph and Nicholas. Michael begat Jack, Max, and Ginger 
Durwin. Joseph begat Aleister Durwin. 


