
34-36 North Summer Street c. 1889 
& 341/2  North Summer Street c. 1905 

Adams, Massachusetts



The primary residence at 34-36 North Summer Street, Adams, MA, was built by carpenter 
August Rupprecht circa 1888-1889. It was owned by members of the Rupprecht family for 
nearly a century. A secondary residential structure, 341/2 N. Summer, was built by August 
Rupprecht for rental income. The property played an integral role for one of the first German 
immigrant families in Adams, and is also part of the story of local textile worker housing.


A visual depiction of this portion of Adams in 1882 shows the area of North Summer Street as 
it was just prior to the beginning of development here. Within the next several years, a variety 
of houses and side streets would begin to spring up.


Though assessors records date the 
property generically to 1900, it is noted in 
maps and city directories earlier. It was 
almost certainly constructed in early 1888 
or 1889 on a lot owned by August Mann. 


By 1889, the family of August Rupprecht 
is first listed in directories as living on 
North Summer Street, just south of 
August Mann’s home. By the 1894 map of 
Adams, we can see that these two 
properties are situated in more or less 
their current configurations on North 
Summer Street.


Born in Prussia, Germany, August 
Rupprecht married Pauline Guettler there 
in 1878, and they immigrated to the 
United States later that year. They were 
some of the first German immigrants to 
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settle in the town of Adams, where August worked as a carpenter for several decades.


It appear that they may have rented the property from Mann at first, then purchased in June 
1896. By this time the Rupprechts have eight children living there, born over a 20 year span: 
Joseph, George, Rudolf, Mary, Bernard, Clara., Celia, and Gertrude. At the turn of the 20th 
century, August’s oldest sons were in their late teens and early 20s. Joseph worked at the 
nearby Renfrew Manufacturing Company, as did George, who also worked as a carpenter, and 
later a saloon proprietor. A ninth child born in the summer of 1903 died as an infant; the 
Rupprechts had previously lost two other infant childgen. Six months later daughter Mary dies 
as well, a month before her 18th birthday. She appears to have died suddenly in her bed in the 
early morning of December 23, 1903. Her death certificate lists the cause as unknown, with 
anemia as a contributing factor. She had gone to bed fine that evening, but passed a few hours 
later.


1908 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map



The 1894 map depicts 3 structures on the property at this time- the main house, and west of it 
a garage/shed structure (later expanded) near the north boundary and another the south side. 
Between 1904 and 1908 maps, however, another house appears on the west side of the lot 
built about 1905-1906. At the time, this structure is listed as 361/2 North Summer Street-or as 
36 in other sources. This is now considered 341/2 North Summer.


August appears to have built this house for rental income. Changes and major inconsistencies 
in the way its numbered and listed in different records, combined with the fact that the 
Rupprechts also rented to tenants in the main house, makes it unclear at times which tenants 
were in which spaces. However, it would appear the earliest tenant in the new structure 
appears to have been Philias Gagne, 30, and his new wife Evaline (Lagesse). Philias was born 
in Saran, NY, and worked for a time in local mills. He moved to Gavin Street by 1908, and by 
1910 he had returned to Saranac to live. Next tenants in the subdivided new house were 
Edward Bissaillon, a mill worker, and his wife Marie Antoinette (Patenaude), along with 
(simultaneously) Ernest Kramer, a German-born truck driver, and his wife Josephine [Straunig]. 
They belonged to St Mark’s Episcopal Church.


The Bissaillons bought a house on Folsom Street by 1920, but the Kramers remained. In 
November 1924, they celebrated their 25th anniversary with a large affair at Turn Hall. In July 
1926, Josephine Kramer passed away as Plunkett Hospital following an extended illness. 
Kramer met and married his new wife, Annie Goodermote (divorced, maiden name Webster) in 
1933. In the early 1940s they moved to 45 North Summer Street, where Ernest died in 1945. 
His death was curiously coincidental, as it came just a few hours after that of his son-in-law, 
Webster Goodermote, in Clarksburg. Both died from heart failure on December 13.


Meanwhile, the Rupprecht children grew up and moved on, for the most part. Son Rudolph 
was one of the first to leave, moving to New York in the 1910s. There he went by the name  
Martin Daley. The reasons for this are not made clear, though it may have been to avoid anti-
German discrimination during World War I. In 1925, a census shows him living as a lodger in a 
large building in New York City. Later he moved to Albany, where he died in 1937. He kept 
touch with his family members in Adams throughout his life.



Son Bernard married Karoline 
Hering and moved to Montclair, 
New Jersey, where he lived on 
Ravine Avenue and worked as a 
painter. Daughter Cecelia became 
a nurse and moved to Portland in 
the 1920s, where she became 
assistant supervisor of nurses a St 
Barnabas Hospital in Maine by 
1927. She then became a nurse 
anesthesiologist, and worked in 
this capacity in New York City for 
25 years, returning to Adams 
many years later. 


Joseph married Celia Bittner and 
moved a bit further north on North 
Summer Street. Devout members 
of St Thomas Church, they 
produced two children in the 
clergy- Fr. Francis Rupprecht, who 
would later preside over St Grave of Pauline & August Rupprecht



Thomas and several other parishes in his career, and Martha, who became Sister Mary Francis 
Xavier. Joseph continued working at various local mills until his retirement; he and Celia died 8 
months apart in 1945. 


On November 26, 1927, a large party was held at the property for the Rupprechts 50th 
anniversary. “Many friends called on the couple to extend congratulations and they received 
numerous gifts of gold and other articles.


By 1930, August and Pauline were living with just George, Clara and Gertrude in the Rupprecht 
house. George was working at the time for the Arnold Print Works. 


Pauline died at Plunkett Hospital in July 1932 following a brief illness. On October 6, 1935, 
August was struck by a car driven by 22 year old of Rudolph Drobiak, crossing the intersection 
near his house. He died at Plunkett Memorial early Tuesday morning. They are interred nearby 
at Maple Grove Cemetery.


The family’s $7,000 in real estate and $400 in property was divided among the seven living 
siblings. George and Clara lived on at the family homestead.


George Rupprecht died at the family home on January 8, 1948. He leaves most of estate to 
Clara “as a token of my thanks for her many kindnesses and loving care of me during my 
lifetime.” 


While Ernest Kramer lived in the rear house throughout most of 
this, other tenants came and went. In the early 1920s, boarders 
included a salesman named Bernard C. Jacobs, and Rev. 
Charles O’Rundell, who would serve as rector of St Mark’s for 
nearly a quarter century.


Another tenant was Nazha Gelina, daughter of Napoleon (Leon) 
Gelina, who came to Adams in the 1880s. Nazha was followed 
by Elie Langlois, a former WWI veteran who was operating as a 
dentist in the Sten Block at the time.


It was then occupied by a Miss Rose Janik, daughter of Joachim 
and Amelia Janice. She moved out when she married Ernest 
Charbonneau in 1934.


The Uchmans and the Zeiba family were both tenants 
throughout the following decades. Geneva Golka was already 
living there at 341/2 N. Summer when she married Frank 
Ulchman as St Stanislaus Kostka Church in 1938. Frank “Spud” 
Ulchman was then working at Berkshire Fine Spinning Company which he would leave for 
General Electric in 1942. He was a local tournament golfer,  trophy-winning bowler, and 70 year 
member of the Forest Park Country Club.


Geneva was also working for Berkshire Fine Spinning Co in Adams, where she worked for 
nearly 30 years, followed by 20 years at the Waverly Fabrics division in Adams. In March, 1942 
their only child, Roger, was born at Plunkett hospital. He grew up there, and later moved to 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, after which time his parents moved to Highland Ave. 


Around the same time they moved in, so did Walter and Mary [Bulsa] Zieba, with their young 
son Frederick. Walter and Mary also worked at Berkshire Fine Spinning, where Walter was an 
officer in the union. 


Rev. Charles O’Rundell





Frederick graduated Adams High School in 1946 and went into 
drafting at G.E. He married Jean Brosseau in 1948, and moved to 
Grove Street. In November 1949, Walter died of a coronary 
thrombosis while driving on the highway between Pittsfield and 
Adams, and crashed into a tree. A large funeral was held at St 
Stanislaus. In 1953, Mary Zieba remarried to to Matthew Milos, who 
also worked at BF Spinning. The Milos family were near neighbors 
on Jordan Street. Mathew and and Mary Milos continued to be 
listed as living at 341/2 Summer St until their deaths, in  1993 and 
2005 respectively.


Another renter in the more modern era was Casimir Wisnioski, a 
retired pipe fitter in the power transformer department at G.E., who 
lived there following the death of his wife Emily, until his own death 
in 1991.


In the meantime, in the Rupprecht household, Cecelia had moved 
back into the home with her sister Clara in the early 1960s. Clara 
had retired from Berkshire Fine Spinning in 1957, when the plant 

closed. Sister Gertrude was still working as a nurse in Middleton, Connecticut at this time. 
Brother Bernard Rupprecht died in New Jersey in 1965.


Cecelia died at the family homestead on September 6, 1974, following a long illness. The last 
of the Rupprecht children was taken to St Thomas Church for rites in September 1986, when 
Gertude passed away at Sweetbrook Nursing home at 87. At the time, the only remaining 
descendants of August Rupprecht were Sister Mary Xavier and George, son of Joseph, living in 
New Hampshire. His granddaughters and great-grandchildren live in the New Hampshire area 
to this day, including the last descendant who still bears the Rupprecht name, Deborah 
Rupprecht of Rochester, New Hampshire.


Several years earlier, Gertrude had already sold the property to John Symanski in 1980.


Szymanski was also a carpenter, working for several area construction companies. He was 
born in Poland in 1912 and grew up there, serving in the Polish Army in World War II. Records 
show Szymanski was married to Blanche Frodyma in 1953, but they must have separated or 
divorced at some point after. Their obituaries make no mention of each other.


Szymanski died in June, 1983, and was buried in the St Stanislaus cemetery, where he was a 
longtime communicant. His obituary says he had five siblings living in Poland.


In probate, the property transferred to Sofia and to Eugene Przystanski. In 1986, Sofia 
transferred it into Eugene’s name. 


Eugene, an electrician and builder from Poland, had come to visit the Berkshires in the early 
80s and resettled amidst Soviet-era repressions there. Today, the main house is occupied by 
he and his wife Anna (see appendix). The second house on the property, 341/2 North Summer, 
is occupied by Eugene’s son with his wife and child. Both houses have  been unsubdivided, 
into single  family homes




Living Descendants of the Rupprechts of Adams, MA, via George W. Rupprecht, who was 
son of Joseph August Rupprecht.  

These include one great-grandchild of and the great-great grandchildren and great-great-great 
grandchildren)of August and Pauline Rupprecht.


Dayle (Rupprecht) Caterino (daughter of George W. Rupprecht)

Probable address:

18 Dustin Young Ln

Billerica, MA 01821 

Middlesex County


Daughters of Charles R. Rupprecht (son of George W. Rupprecht):


Deborah (Debbie) Rupprecht b. 1952

Last listed address:

18 Lanai Drive,

Rochester, NH 03867

https://www.linkedin.com/in/debbie-rupprecht-1ba056a3/


Laurie L. Verville 
Born 8/8/1963

Husband: Richard Verville

https://www.facebook.com/laurie.verville


Cathy Hallin 
Unknown- Husband Larry


Grand-children of Charles R. Rupprecht:


Tara Verville

Somersworth, NH

https://www.facebook.com/tara.verville.5


Laurie McCallion 
Somersworth, NH

https://www.facebook.com/laurie.mccallion.7


Stephanie Wylde  
(NH)

https://www.facebook.com/stephwilde623


https://www.linkedin.com/in/debbie-rupprecht-1ba056a3/
https://www.facebook.com/tara.verville.5






















Property Card:  36 NO SUMMER ST 
Town of Adams, MA

Parcel Information

Parcel ID:
Owner:

Co-Owner:
Mailing Address:

112-0117-00
PRZYSTANSKI, EUGENE
PRZYSTANSKI, ANNA
36 NO SUMMER ST
ADAMS, MA 01220

Building Details: Building # 2

No. Total Rooms:
No. Bedrooms:

No. Baths:
No. Half Baths:

6
3
1
1

Style:
Square Feet:

Appr. Year Built:
Stories:

Ext Wall Desc:
Heating and AC:

Roof Type:
Roof Material:

CO:CONVENTIONAL
1728
1900
2
FB:FRAME-CLAPBD
D:HOT WATER
G:GABLE
AS:ASPHALT-SHNG

Building Details: Building # 1

No. Total Rooms:
No. Bedrooms:

No. Baths:
No. Half Baths:

17
4
3

Style:
Square Feet:

Appr. Year Built:
Stories:

Ext Wall Desc:
Heating and AC:

Roof Type:
Roof Material:

DK:DECKER
2640
1900
2
FB:FRAME-CLAPBD
D:HOT WATER
G:GABLE
SC:SLATE-CLAY

Sale History Assessed Value

Book/Page:
Sale Date:
Sale Price:

995/630
19991129
$1

Land:
Buildings:

Extra Bldg Features:
Total:

$30200
$101500
$5120
$131700

Book/Page:
Sale Date:
Sale Price:

995/630
19991129
$1

Land:
Buildings:

Extra Bldg Features:
Total:

$30200
$101500
$5120
$131700

Land Use:
Zone:

Land Area:

109
R4
0.26
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