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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125  

Photograph 

 Locus Map 

Assessor’s Number              

Recorded by:   Joe Durwin 

Organization:   Home Historian

Date: JAN 2023  

I100002007 

Town/City:        Pittsfield, MA

Place:                  Morningside (/Lakeside)

Address:   18-24 Cherry Street

Historic Name: N/A

Uses: Present:     Residential

Original:  Residential

Date of Construction:   1909 

Source:        Berkshire Eagle; Deeds

Style/Form:             4 Family Residential       

Architect/Builder:  Rice Brothers Construction

Structure:                Wood Frame 
Foundation:               Concrete                     

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: N/A

Major Alterations (with dates):  N/A 

Condition:  Poor 

Moved:  No       Date: 

Acreage:   0.362 
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220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
The structure is the last of three similar tenement buildings built near the intersection of Cherry 
and Lincoln Street in the early 20th century. It is a 4-unit residential apartment dwelling typical 
of those being constructed in the neighborhood to accommodate a growing workforce of laborers 
at the nearby Stanley works/ General Electric.

Permits indicate the porch was a 2001 rebuild, with the roof replaced in 2011. The building has 
been substantially damaged by fires twice, in December 1991 and in April 2022.  


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 
OWNER SUMMARY:
1909- 1926 -Francis McMahon
1926- 1967 -Samuel Rivlin (/Samuel Frumkin)
1967-         -Isgood Realty (Isadore Goodman)
1967- 1972 -MTC Corp (George Manarchik)
1972-1992 -KIC Realty (Lee Bell)
1992-2003 -BELLCO (Richard Stanley)
2003-2013 -Christopher Connell

C. 1909

Though assessors records date the property to 1880, the structure in question is visibly absent 
from available local maps between 1884 to 1905.  Deeds, newspaper and city directories all 
indicate  it was constructed in 1909, one of three apartment houses built at the same time by 
Francis and Patrick McMahon. Building permits filed that year indicated a total cost of $14,400 
for all three buildings. The building’s construction was delayed by a union dispute over non-local 
masons hired, but resumed by late 1909. It rented to its first tenants in 1910.

A January 1910 ad for “Rooms-Connecting or Single” at this address mentions it being an “8 
minute walk from Stanley’s” (General Electric). Earliest tenants included Charles E. Hill, 
William Weik, and Adelore Merriam, all laborers at G.E., and William Carty, listed as student 
(later he owned a longtime local plumbing business). All were single renters occupying a 
bedroom within the 3 to 4 bedroom apartments. The trend of single living tended to continue 



over the early decades, though there were exceptions. These included widow Sarah Dolphin, who 
lived there for a time (c.1914-1917) with her two adult sons, Alexander and James.

Whether small families or single tenants, the building and its sister structures along Lincoln 
Street was predominantly occupied by various employees of General Electric, in line with the 
labor housing need they were designed to fill. Later they would serve a more diverse base of 
working class tenants, though the majority remained short term (1-5 years).

In 1926, following the death of Francis McMahon, the building was sold to Samuel Frumkin and 
Samuel Rivilin, partners in a tobacco company. Previously they had been joint partners in the 
Frumkin Rivlin Coal Co. They disolved their business ties in 1929, and Frumkin took the 
tobacco business back to Albany. After 1930, Rivlin was proprietor of the Children’s Shop on 
North Street, until his retirement in 1952. 

The mid 20th century saw some increased tenancy retention. From 1940 through the late 1950s, 
the apartment of 24 Cherry was the residence of Herbert and Margaret Pirzl and their three 
children. Herbert was a local wrecker who worked on the demolition of several notable local 
residences. By contrast, they went through several neighboring families next door during the 
same time frame: Edward & Alta Frenier, John & Doris Higgins, Rose Wilbur, Vanessa Brown, 
William and Ernestine Corcoran.

The year before Rivlin’s death the building was put up for sale in 1967 by Berkshire County 
Savings Bank, who held the mortgage. They sold it Isadore Goodman in August of that year.

Goodman was a well-known local realtor and developer, doing business as Isgood Realty. The 
same year he purchased this property, he was named Berkshire County Realtor of the Year. 
Goodman refurbished and resold the building four months later to George Manarchik of M.T.C. 
Corp. M.T.C. granted the property to Lee Bell/ KIC Realty in September 1972, for $28,500.

On December 31, 1991, fifteen occupants were displaced by a fire that began in a second floor 
rear porch. Fire damaged the second floor and saw extensive smoke and water damage to the rest 
of the building. Owner Lee Bell indicated in an interview that the damage far exceeded the 
building’s insurance.

In late 1992, Lee Bell sells the property, along with several others he owns, in a buyout deal to 
BELLCO Realty $1,750,000. 

By this time, tenancy had become even more transient for the former McMahon buildings as the 
economic dynamics of the surrounding neighborhood shifted dramatically with the decline and 
departure of General Electric jobs. By 1991, the rental market was in downward spiral, with local 
landlords reporting vacancy around 20%.  In particular, this immediate Lincoln and Cherry Street 
vicinity has been one of the most challenged locations in the city statistically, with multiple 
serious fires, vehicular deaths, large scale drug raids, and at least two homicides at this one 
intersection over the past 50 years.  



2003, Richard Stanley/BELLCO Realty sold the property to Christopher Connell, a residential 
landlord who served four terms on the City Council soon after (2011-2019). 

Connell had listed the buildings for sale as early as 2008. In 2013, the Christopher J. Connell 
Nominee Trust conveyed the three buildings to TJLR Onota LLC, the present owner.

On April 22, 2022, the entire parcel became engulfed in flames from a large fire in the adjacent 
building at 110 Lincoln, again beginning on a second floor porch.  16 apartments were directly 
impacted in the blaze, with about 13 tenants displaced, according to Lt. Jeffrey Bradford of the 
Pittsfield Fire Department. Remains of two of the three McMahon Brothers buildings were 
subsequently cleared from the parcel later in 2022.
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